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Have you noticed the earvings at the entrance to the library?
These cm'vmes are not conventionalized designs but are of ppecial significance
toabuﬂding)hosepurpoae;stohousebooks. Lot S ,
Using an erchitect's terus, the carvings are located en the "projecting
corbels that terminate the arches at the entrance plers”.  Each of the carvings
has been inspired by a printer's device of an early printer, Soon after the
invention of yrinting, At became t.he custom of printers to ddentify the work of

t.heirpmsses‘by xspeutai:kﬂestgned art, of wood or metal, under

A

the printed ptatmsnt ot their part in the msking of the book. ~The first
 printerts mark was used by the fim of Fust end Gchoeffer of Meins in their

famous Psalter of METe .. v g

. _ n:e ‘carving on the left facing the bullding (north) is based on the
device ot Aldns Manutiue, an early ‘Venstien printer. His mark is an anchor with
a dolphin entwined eround its.shaft. Pictorislly the mark expresses the idea
"make haste 83031,7 '» far the dalphin is the synbol of speed snd ectivity and the
anchor that of stabllity end Lirmmess. ..The irst work of the Aldine press was
;sguéq in 2),9L, but, the m'q devics mas mot msed witdl 1502, + Aldus was
fanous for mery things! for reprinting Aho Gresk end Raman classics, some for
the first tine fron the mamscript ecpies; for introducing Ltalls type in the
;n-j.ntingofhoohj and for redu d.ngthp gige and cost of books so that they
could be purghased by the gyarqzemder R

B, DTSRI STAN ; 48 based an tb&printaer'.s device of Simon Vostre,
& Perisisn W Qm vas poted for the many beautiful editions of the

Book of Hours shiich were dssued from his press, Vostre's design is mads wp of

e pcmyanate ‘In;ee,' signifying the "richiness of divine grace®, flanked on each
gide by a spotted animal holding a shisld with the initials "V, S.* Vostre's
working period was from 1189 to 1520; his printer's device was used for the
first tims in 1502,
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Ho 1a sanstines kuown as the "Da Vincd of printing", Tory cmbined tha
learning of the scholar with the gantus of the trus arkist. Fe producsd type
faces and type crnaments which for beauty of design have never been surpessed.
ﬂeisnaclmomasarefmrofspolnnsmdformm“mtmh
:l.ntothepu-intipgafthaﬂ‘rondxme.

mmfeaMOfthem'adWiﬂdGeofromiisa
brokenmpierqadwadrﬂlmdmaung\cuabookmaisclosedmd
clasped, Thebrokenvasaisbeliavedto mmrmth"t}e?a??tvrm'aten
year old daughter, During‘l‘ory's \ifet{a b nssd sevepsl veratons of the
pot cassé, or broken vase. - The earlieatofthaao.mused,in 1524, .

Marshall M. Prodericks of Birminghsm, Michigan, was the artist
w‘mmdathedesignsforthemimﬂonthahbrmyhﬁlding Hoalso‘
designed the stone carvings at the SW Union of the Oh:l.o stato University.
My, Frodericks modelled the designs ﬁ:clv, which wers latereastinplaster.
The plaster casts were sent to the O, Ittenbach Campany, Indianapolis, Indiana,
whare the stome cutting was accamplished, The stcns is Indiana limestone
from quarries nesr New Bedford, Mndiana. |

The carving of the corbels was commissioned by the firm of
Bellmsn, Gillett and Richards, architacta of the Library Building.

Copies of the original printerts devices quldus,- Yostre, and
Tory are on display in the Library.
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