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Floyd, Barbara L. 

· From: Floyd, Barbara L.

Sent: 

To: 

Wednesday, April 04, 2012 8:37 AM

Subject: RE: Scavenger Hunt 

The fountain in front of the Student Union was dedicated along with Centennial Mall 

during Homecoming in 1980 (Nov. 1, 1980). The sculpture in the middle is 

called "Perceptor, 11 and was designed by Phyllis Nordin. The sculpture was a gift of Toledo 

Edison. It was planned as a recognition of the centennial of electricity. The artist 

described the sculpture as "the dynamic thrust of energy soaring from the rounded base, 

symbolic of the sun, to the asymmetric shapes representing the blocks of knowledge that 

contribute to mankind's search for a higher vision of wisdom and humanity." 

The fountain had major structural flaws almost from the beginning, and was often not 
operational. At one time, it was turned into a flower garden for 3 1/2 years because of 

leaks. In 1997, it was restored and the fountain turned back on during a rededication 

ceremony on Sept. 15, 1997. 

The fountain was often·the subject of pranks, including dying the water and adding 

detergent. 

From: 
Sent: Tuesday, April 03, 2012 3:11 PM 
To: Floyd, Barbara L. 
Subject: Scavenger Hunt 

Hi Barbara I 

The scavenger hunt for the Admissions Office is coming along but I have one question that I hope you'll be able to 

help me with ... 

Do you know how long the fountain in front of the SU has been there? Or do you know of any really interesting facts 

having to do with the fountain? 

Thank you for all of your help I You've just been outstanding to work with :) 

Emily Hickey 

4/4/2012 


