PREFACE

The history of Hungarian Protestantism, and
in it that of the Reformed Church, is very little
known in English speaking countries. It is almost
like a locwna in the general lext of the story of
Evangelical Christinnity, Due to the alieged dif-
fionlty wf the Mugyar language, few Western
churel listorians eyor tried to study and ex-
wtmine  the  primary  sourcees and  docaments  of
Protestantism in Hungary., This fael  explains
the sonrvity of other than Hongarian language
pablications in this field. One could easily hold
gh, English langunge books of this nature in one
Band. The first comiplete Hungarian Protestant
(hnreh History cver published in English was
printed in 1854 It was written by the Rev.
gq.lrgt' Buubiaffer, Lutheran Pastor of Buda, and
Aranalated info F.ng}hh by the Rev. .. Craig,
LD, Its exact title is: “History of the Prot-
wstant Chureh in Hungary, from the beginning
wf the Heformation to 1830: with special ref-
epenee Lo Treansylvanin,” The preface wus writ
fen by J. FL Merle ID’Aubigne, D, D., the fanous
Gemwvn ehurch listorinn.  'The book is a mine of
informution,

The seeond work is “A Short Account of
the Hungaring Chureh™, by Prof. Louis Csiky.
pubilished in 1877, nnd the third is the “Hnstun
o the Reformed Chureh of Hungary™, by Prof.
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Francis Balogh, one bime  professor of Churely
History at the Theological Seminary at Debreeen.
1t is a very condensed translation by the late
Rev. Louis Nanassy, Do Do, and was published as
a reprint from the Reformed Church Review iy
1907, This beoklet of 66 pages provides but a
mere glanee at the eolorful history of the Hun-
garian Reformed Church.

In addition to these three works covering
the field of Protestant Church History in Hun-
eary, a few monographs i English  were also
published, the cnumeration of which we may owmit.

The very first modern attempt to give an
aceurate and  usable version of the Ilistory of
the Hungarian Reformed Church is represented
h‘\' thi= present volume. Its co-authors are )ﬁhn]y
Buesay. Endre Toth, Zoltan Varga and Sandor
Biro. a brlliant  ensemble  of  vounger  churel
historians.  Their voluminous book, A Magvar
Reformitus Fevhiz Torténete™ (Iistory of the
Hungarvian Reformed Church). was  published in
1949. It was prepared and  wlited under the
guidance of the Rt. Rev, Tmire Revesz, Th. DL, a
forwer protessor of Church History al the Tai-
versity of Bebrecen and a former Bishop of the
Trans-Tilisean Church District, whe is the fore-
wost charell historian of Hungary, The preface
was also written by him,

The translation and the abridgemimt of the
hook was prepared by Prof. George A, F. Knight
et Doneding New Zealand. Before World War I,
Letween 1935 and 1940, Professor Knight was a
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mi“i-'h" in-charge of thwe n"‘"””ﬂﬂli (_-JL‘“‘ih‘II') .\{i:-:villl]
in - Budnpest  where he lvuruct‘l Hungavian (and
supried w Hungarinn lﬂ.ll_\"\. !‘rum 1941 to 1940,
he was munister of parish in Glasgow. At the
pr'."wﬂ? time, sinee 1947, e is professor of Old
Pestament Studics in Knox College, Dunedin, New
It is interesting to note here that Pro-

Zoaland.
s n great-grandson of the Rev,

fesnor Kmight
Alexander Samerville who conducted a great ¢van-

galistic wission in Hungary in 1887-88. This mis-
won was erontly wfluential in the renewad of the
life of the Helformed Chorelt in modern tHnes.

Alter the War, Professor Knight returned
to Hungary aml spent some time there. This is
whnt he writes of the post-war Church: “I have
el with my own eves the ;{-‘l[[ilnt witness that
the Mugyar Reformed Church has made under
the Cotununist regime. Tt is my convietion thiat
there are many Chureh men in the West who
would like to know something about this very
figing Church.”

I order to mike the “Chureh men in the
West™ “know  samething about this VETY 15\'ing
Chaureh™, e transleted, in a coneise form, Bishop
Revese's hook: “History of the Hungarian Re
formed  Cloaecls™, published  in 1950, The lasi
ghapter, bringing story up-to-date, was writ.
busn b"t' I"rofessor Hn;gh!.

The publication of the present bhook  was
made possible Ly 1w generosity  of the Hun-
garinn Reformed Foderation of Ameriea.  This
Fodorntion s n featormal orvgamization established
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in 1896, with headquarters in Washington, D. €.
Beside furnishing its members with life and sick.
ness  insurance, the Federation, from its very
inception, has been the foremost coltural factop
in the life of Americans of Hungarian extraction,
In the spirit of the highest ideals of the Re
formed Church in Hungary, the Federation 1
been instrumental in alleviating misery at home
and  abroad by donating  generously o eve
warthy  cause, and in spreading light by i
numerous publications v edueational, literary and
veclesiastica) fields. The present “Ilistory of the
Mungarian  Reformed  Chureh™ 35 a0 momentou
milestone in its enltural activities.

The editing of the book was done under
aegis of the American Hungarian Reformed Min-
isterial  Association embracing ninety members
thie two Ameriens. The Ministerial Association
is grateful to the author and translator of ‘
book and, especially, to the Hungarian Relorme
Federation of America for publishing  this
timely history of a confessing Church.

May this story “of a very living Chureh™
coliinee the glory of the Savior of mankind!

Franiis U jlaki, D.D.,
President,
IMungarian Retormed Federntion of  Amerieas.
Alewander Daroczy.
President.
American Hungarian Reformed  Ministerial

Associalion.
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