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CHAPTER I 

HUNGARIAN FOREIGN POLICY AT THE TIME OF THE RISE 
TO POWER AND CONSOLIDATION 
OF THE COUNTER-REVOLUTIONARY R£GIME,1919-1926 

1. Antecedents 

In 	 AuguSI 191 9 the great attempt at a democratic and socialist transformation of 
Hungarian SOCiety ended in failure. The intervention of the Entente Powers, the 
superiority of the forces of intervention, and the activity of domestic reaction, all 
acted to bring about the collapse of the Soviet government . The new trend of 
Hungarian foreign policy for the next 2S years of counter-revolutionary government 
already began to take shape after the collapse. 

The foreign policy of a country is determined by both its social system and 
international relation s. These not being static, renders the examination of certain 
antecedents necessary, which should also be complemented by a careful consideration 
of how they were conceived by the different groups of the state-forming nation . 

After the faIl of the Hungarian Republic of Councils, the political attitude of the 
Hungarian ruling classes returning to power was indelibly marked by two staggering 
experiences within barely a year: I. The revolutions of 1918/1919 which, during the 
spring of 1919, had culminated in the establishment of soviet power, in an attempt to 
achieve a radical, socialist transformation of Hungarian society. 2. The diSintegration 
o('historical' Hungary as a result of the collapse of the Austro-Hungarian Monarchy. 
After four years of the world war which ended with the defeat of the Central Powers , 
an entirely new international situation had been created. A revolutionary wave swept 
all over Europe under the influence of the successful socialist revolution in Russia. The 
revolution and the di Sintegration, having t aken place simultaneously, shocked the 
Hungarian ruling classes as catastrophes that followed from one another, and were 
conceived, falsely - as it happens when political fear predominates - as events in 
causal relation . We may not be far from the truth if we say that public opinion in 
Hungary coincided with this view. 

When reviewing the foreign policy of the counter-revolutionary period, therefore, 
we cannot omit to make a brief survey of the preceding war years. 

Having been defeated in the war, the Monarchy collapsed and fell apart. The Allied 
Powers signed an armistice with Austria-Hungary in Padua on November 3 ,1918. The 
agreement provided for the cessation of hostilities and the evacuation of the territories 
which troops of the Monarchy had occupied during the war. The line of demarcation 
was only drawn on the south-western front, the armistice line for Hungary was thus 
left to coincide with the his torical boundaries of the country (without Croatia). It was 
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