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Preface 

W hen once the Americans have taken 
up an ideal whether i t be well or ill 
founde d, nothing is more difficult 
than to eradicate it from their minds. 

ALEXIS DE TOCQUEV1LLE 

Democracy in America, 1835 

The statement in George Washington's farewell ad­
dress that: "The nation which indulges towards an­
other an habitual hatred or an habitual fondness is in 
some degree a slave. It is a slave to its animosity or to 
its affection, either of which is sufficient to lead it astray 
from its duty and its interest," is less frequently quoted 
than his warning against the entangling of "our peace 
and prosperity in the toils of European ambition, rival­
ship, interest, humor or caprice." Yet though it be true 
that our first President could hardly foresee our inter­
national commitments as the strongest world power, 
his statement concerning "habitual hatred" and "ha­
bitual fondness" is at present even more timely than in 
our nation's childhood. 

Habitual hatred and fondness have done us immense 
harm, and they are just now the gravest threat to our 
peace and security. Hatred and fondness are emotions, 
not concepts. Hence to foster them harmonizes well 
with the thought that Americans cannot be asked to 
sacrifice their lives and fortunes save for ideals. Mil­
lions of my compatriots are wont to proclaim this doc­
trine with ostentatious self-esteem. Yet I venture to say 
that one could cite no surer evidence of our political 
immaturity. 

A foreigner, whom I know as a keen observer of 


