FOREWORD

Rosenteh on the purticipation- of the Hungarians in the Civil War
whs begin by Eugene Pivany, His pioneer work "The Hungarians in the
Cigdl War" was published in 1913, twonty-six years ago, and has been out
oi print for a long time. After him, Geéza Kende also wrole an this snb-
ject In his book “Hungarians in America” whith was published in 1927,
2. added new data 1o that already published, but his work is mcoherent,
amd often erroneons. Since then, to my knowledge no one has attempred
bo eontimne, sithough there is a definite need for a wark with new
materinl relative to the subject, so that the memory and the names of
these ol Hungarian betoes may not be entirely forgotten, and that the
jaformation =0 far obtained may he made available for future research.

THE HUNGARIAN REFORMED FEDERATION OF AMERICA,
in view of the fact that the seventyfifth annivessary of the battle of
Piedmant, Va., (June 5th, 1864) falls in 1930, where the Hungarian Gen-
eral Iulins Stabel-Szamvald so distinguished himself that he received the
Cungressional Medal of Houor, the highest decoration which can be be-
stowed by the United States, decided 1o commemorate this anmiversary
by paying tribute to those Hungarian Civil War hemes why, together
::ﬁlh General  Stahel:Szamvald, are resting in the Arlington National

emelery,

THE HUNGARIAN REFORMED FEDERATION OF AMERICA
5 publishing this commemorative book, adding in it the results of
extenisive research to that already available upon the participation of the
Hungurians in the Civil War. The motive for this decision i partly
found in the fact that the FEDERATION is the only Hungatian argani-
zatian with headquarters in the national Capital, and so isin a position
Vo avail itself of the services of libwiries and archives in s quest [or
new aaterial,

THE HUNGARIAN REFORMED FEDERATION OF AMERICA,
always desiring to fulfill its ehligation to the past, present and future
of the Hungarians in America, launchies this book with the hope, that
fhrongh i, ot has fulfilled at least a small part of thus obligation.

N O

Search for information on the Hungarians in the Civil War i3
made doubly hard by the fact that it must be conducted on two conti-
nenis. For infornation about their careers in Eurdpe, naturally only that
nformation could be wsed which is available here. There js still much tn

done in this respect. There were no contemporary Hunganan-Amen-
can papers, and since the years of the Civil War coindided with the last
years of absolutism in Hungary, it is probable that the Hungarian papers
of that time, eontain very little about the Hungarians in America.

The Civil War Hungarnans, despite the fact that a large number of
thew remained permanently in America, did not write memoirs, This is
mch to be regretted since a large number of them were educated and in-
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telligent, whose reminiscences would donbtless have been very valuable
While on the part of Americans and Germans we find valnable memoirs
written even by privales, from among the Hungarians only the unpreten-
tious reminiscences of Charles Semsey of New York and Julian Kune aof
Chicago appeared in print, the latter in English and Hungarian. The
memoirs of Beéla Estvan, a colonel of Cavalry who fought on the Sonth-
ern side, appeared in German and English in 1864, but this hook, while
still enjoyable reéading is considered by some crities undependable, Tt also
confains very little personal infurmation,

Roderick Romibaner of St Louis, also published an antebiography
of small scope, in English. Philip Figyelmessy of Philadelphia wrote his
memoirs in English, This was published in Husgarinn in o Budapest
daily, but this unhappily is almost equivalent to remaining in manuscript,
Fhe reminiscences of Julivs Stabel-Szamvald about his military career in
the Civil War in 1870 &t the request of the War Department, are to be
found in the National Archives at Wushington, No memgirs remainel
after General Asboth because by the time the request of the War Depart-
ment to the jormer commanding generals to write their reminiscences
was issued, he hud aleendy passed awuy. Kozlay, Pomutz, Mundee and
Knefler were only colonels, and received the runk of brigadier-general by
revet when they were mustered out of service. :

Robert [uliug Rombaver wrote an extensive ook abowt the parti-
cipation of th city of St. Louis in the Civil War, but he barely mentions
mimseli. Knefler wrote a discourse about the battle of Missionary Ridge,
Tennessee (Nov. 24th, 25th, 1863) in which he took part with his regim-
ent, but does not mention himself by so much ag a1 word, This is about
all the memuir Heratore of the Civil War Hungariuns can show.

Search for their private correspondence wonld be a similarly Biffi-
cult task, which probably would yield very little, although some corres-
pondence wonld be fonnd no dombt in varione family archives and collee-
tions, Even if some descendants of these heroes living in America have
in their possession any documents, it is hardly probable that they attach
much value to them, becanse scarcely any of their descendants could
speak or read Hungarian,

Contemporary Americant papers wrote compuratively often of the
more impartant Hungarians, such a3 Alexander Asboth,  Julius Stahel-
Szamvald, Charles Zigonyi, and others, Often pictures were published of
them, most often that of Major Zagonyi, but mostly they were consider-
ed Germans, becanse they communded regiments consisting mostly  of
Germians, The Hungarianzs as a separale group hever received any collec
tive recognition. Even President Lineoln, who was not only a great man,
but @ keen-eved politician admitted thit the advancement af Julins Stahel-
Szamvald to the rank Of Major General was lirgely due 10 the fact thut
he wished to reward the services of the Germans, (J. D. Cox: Military
reminiscences of the Civil War, 2 yols. N. Y, Vol L p. 435) Any recogni-
tine received by the Hungarians was received individually. The first col-
lective r(-cngnitiun from the highest place is the letter of  President
FRANKLIN DELANO ROOSEVELT, in which with noble words he
pays tribute to those Hungarians who fonght and died for the Union. This
letter in its entirety is 1o be found elsewhere in the book.

The Germans 1reated the Hungarians in the same way, simply
calling them Germuns or at best, German-Hungarians, although this was
hardly necessary. The Germans had an army of 216000 men in the Civil
War and are scarcely in need of a few addivional hundred Hungarians.
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- : this the largest German work dealing with the subject of the
8 :‘?,’tfa:?;nu::? :li:e }}Ef::nnns in the Civil War (Kauiman: Die Deutschen
p'animy‘griknni.-rhm Birgerkriege, Minchen, 1911) lists at the end about
i:? Y E..ndn:d of the more prominent German officers—jourteen Hungan.m
'al::\, smong them Asboth, Zigonyi, Perrzel, Mihalotzy, Stephen Kovics
sl others,

Several notable Americans of the Civil Waur sumttin'tles r_zéemio:}
the Hungarians, albeit, much less, than one could r:xpeutl. The 1; eac‘ :’;1
having foreigners in high ranking positions was not popu nrpig_‘_l eSh‘ri¥
War, just as it was nat so in revolutiomary times, General  Phi ip S e 3
dan speaks with appreciation of Ashoth, but MeClellun _who was ccml;—
mander-in-chief  for one year, probably becanse of :_ufumx;ﬂnni r.u*
taingil  from  General Haﬂc.ck, was not fﬁ_\:nrably lisposed luu:an_ ll:::
foreigners. The only exceptiom was Sl:_nhcl—bmmvu‘hl, who:y he t(;g]-..m ;r-
ol 8 German. 1t is possible that the fact that General (Jc‘org-n 2 .t;;l A,
the defender of Komirom who was invited (o _An‘lertc;.n by bewa.:d, then
Sapterary of State, and who uspired to MeClellan's commani l;_.t a'«m;c_-
thing to do with this antipathy. Genernl David Hunter STE‘."S" slightingly,
and with what almust amounted 1o hatred of the 'ir;reign_u!fu'.ers, :‘\.cn -iﬂ
the Hungarian Stahel-Szamvald, ageinst whom' his enmity nbate ri‘my_'
siter the battle of Piedmont, Vi, while General Halleck almost acte uas
st ihiotmer in ks confidential reports sent 10 MeClellan, g.ralm.H e
commanderin-chief at the end of the war does not mention a smgle Sium-
garian in his exiensive memoirs, neither do Benjumin Butler or others.

There was no commander under whom more high-ranking pfficmt-:-_
served, than General Joha C. Fremont, the first presidential nominee o3
the Republican party, He was cognizant of their \'a.l.n:\rbie services, and
fn his reports speaks with highest praise of Zagonyi, Albert and ether
Hungarians.

The commanders of the divisions and the regiments were maore
gotierons with their praise. In official reports we otten ‘fmd lnq:li\'udua'il
Hungurian officers praised and cited such as Mihalotzy, Mundee, lcrczei
Nemeth, Kapus, Pomutz, Zagonyi, Albert, Dunka, Csermelyi, Kozlay nnd
others, of whom their superiors had the highest opinions,

The pubiication of the Department of War, the monumental “Tha
War of the Reliellion” a collection of the official orders, dispatches, re-
ports, correspondence and court m:\nials,_ nnturs_';lly: contains much m{?r-
mution af interest concerning the Hnngurians. Besides using the material
1 b found in this collection the authdr looked ap about each mdn;|du:!1
many dociments preserved in the records of the Adjutant L_z_et_wml 5 of-
fics, anl in the National Archives, In several insfances the Veterans ad-
ministrazion furnished vaduable information, The Library of Congress,
the libraries of the Navy Department, the War College and the National
Archives were also of great help. In some instances the Historicul So-
fieties of 1he yvarious states, or the descendants of the Civil War Hun-
gasianz themselves fumished valuable information.

The list of names published by me is pot the same as that of Pi-
vany and Keode. The new list contains several pew names, _whah: other
fsmes e missing. | had to omit some of the names contained in t_h:
plder lists, hecuuse research showed that they were not Hungarians. For
Mistance the name Petri appears as a family pame among the Hungarians,
Germans, Dutch and Swedes, The Charles” Petri appearing in the list o1
Pivany und Kende was undoubtedly o Gorman., General Albin Schoepd
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wis nof a Hungarfan but ap  AustrizndPole, but since he fonght in the
. Hungarinn Revolution, | inchided s oame, with that of the Genmas
Amshery aod the Pole Blandowski, wiio were slso soldiers in  the Hun-
garian’ War of ludependence. | still have doubts concerning the Hun-

ran extraction of & few maore, such o= Williom Kapus, Victor Chandory;
(Chandomd), Willam Esti, ete. Eugene Pivany states that Captain Leon.
idas Haskell, who served an the staff of Fremont was a  Hungatdan |
found thut he was not Hongariin but came to Mizssops from Gloncester,
Mass., where hie English ancestors settled m 1636,

However, the list of names iz not complete, and it is donbtul
whether o compleie Tist will ever be obtainable. A large part o the Te-
cords of both the North and the South were destroyed, although the re-
cords of the North are fay more compleve. OF the approximately one mil:
lion men who fought for’ the Southy the recards of only about one hundred
thonsand were preserved. It is certuin that many mure Hungarians, severnd
with foreign-sounding names fought on both ides.

The bibliography to be found in the book 15 to my knowledge the
first attempt in this field, It is far from being complete, hecanse Was
able to abtain only 4 amall part of the references yvailable in Hungzry.
The American list would be complete nnly if its compilation would have
been preceeded by 2 mnch longer research, extending through severul
lifetimes.  Stll, in spite of it shorteominiggs, let e hope that it will be of
considerable hely in future secearch,

1 gratefully acknowledge the help rendered by the piopeer works
on this subject written by Eugene Fiving, now living in Budapest, whose
writings will be alwavs indispensable, and for his personsl favor in sup-
plying valuable new information about same of the Civil War Hasdganans,
Similar thanks are due 1o the memary of Geza Renile, the eminent
Journalist, whose untimely death prevented his completion of the third
and final volume of his work. His book will be always similary indispen-
sable in tracing the Awmerican-Hungurians of bygune times.

Ahhonﬁh the title speaks of Lincoln’s Hungarian lieroes, T have
listed those few Hungsrians who according 1o our present knowledae
fought for the Canfederacy. Concerning these, I received valuable infor-
mation from Miss Ells Lonuw, of Goucher College, Baltimore, Md., whose
book “Foreigners in the Confederacy” will shortly be published. Mr
grateinl thanks to ber, and to all those in the wvarious lihraries and
archives, who helped me 30 willingly,

In the difficnlt work of translition from the Hungarian o English,
I was given much valuable help by my wife, Elizabeth Kalpssay Vasvary.

~lastly, thanks are due to the HUNGARIAN REFORMED FED-
ERATION OF AMERICA, whose Supreme Council made the publication
of this wark passible,

EDMUND VASVARY

Washington, D. C.
Lincoln’s Day
February 10th, 1939



