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Preface 

In his fi nal public lectures, the late Chaim Potok 

began by reminding his audience that "cach an d every on e 

of us is born into a small and particular wOTld ." Hungarill ll 

American Toledo is about one such world-the Hungar ian 

ethn ic neighborhood in Toledo, Ohio. Named for the great 

industrial center in the English midlands, Toledo's Bir

mingham neighborhood began to develop in the 1890s 

with the steel, copper, and shipbuilding industries t]lat 

thrived on th e east bank of the Maumee River. 

Now, more than a hundred years later, Birming

ham's heyday is over-the marching bands have disbanded 

and one no longer hear s Hungarian spoken on every street 

comer. Toledo even decided a sign was needed to inform 

outsideTs that they are entering the ''Birmingha m Ethnic 

Neighborhood." 

Yet, unlike the othel' once-vibrant Toledo nei ghbor


