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Prerace to the Series 

The present volum e is a component of a series that, when com pleted 
II constitute a comprehensive survey of the many aspects of East 

i~an society. The bulk of the publication costs for this book were 
covered by a generous grant from the Committee for Danubian Re­

searcb, Incorporated. 
The books in the series' '-01 umes dE'a) with the peoples whose 

homelaflds lie between the Gennans to the west, the Russians to the 
(' ut and , the Mediterranean and Adriatic seas to the south . They 
to(Iol1tute a particular civilization, one that is at once an integral part 
or Europe, yet substantially different form the West. The area is 
characterized by a rich variety in language , re ligion, and government. 
The study of this complex subject demands a multidisciplinary approach 
.nd~ accordingly, our contributors to the series represent se ....eral 

c.ademic disciplirtes. They b a,;e been drawn from lhe universities and 
other scholarI}' institutions in the United States and ,"'estern Europe, 
Ifilo! well as East and Central Europe. The editor of the present volume 

a distinguished h istorian, and Associate Professor of History at the 
E<itviis Lorand Uni ••rsity of Budapest (ELTEJ. 

The editors, oC course, take full respo.nsibility for ensuring the 
cOlDprehensiveneM, cohesion, internal balance , and scholarly quality of 
thE series. ,\Ve cheerfully accept this responsibil ity and intend this work 
~o be neither aj ustifLcation nor condemnation of the policies, attitudes, 
and activities of any per sons in....olved. At the same time, because the 
contributors represent so rnany diffe ren t disciplines, interpretabons, and 
sc::bools ofthought, our policy in this, as in the past and future volumes, 
is to present t h¢r contributions without major modifica tions. 
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