POPULAR TALER

AND

TRADITIONS OF HUNGARY.

INTRODUCTION.

TuE poetieal genius of a people is expressed
in its traditions.  They are the inartificial tokens
of the riches or the poverty of its imagination.
But the uuruly play of the imagination is not the
only source of tradition. If we retrace its course,
we gt to the wonderful spring of primitive ideas,
where feelings and thoughts, phantasy and under-
standing, ure not yet separated from one another,
and where the first commencements of poetry and
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2 INTRODUTTION.

the seience of philssaphy and mythology coincide.
As we dajly see with children, so nations in their
childhood ';nqnin- the cuuse of every phvnnmﬂnon,
and just as the child rests satisfied with any
answer, without examining its covreetness—just
us the child prefers those explmations which
present an imege to those which inculeste o
principle—so the people prefor a Yegend, and
ttle care to investigate the laws of physical
natove,

The mnalytical umderstanding dovelops itsclf
only iu the riper fge of man and pations ; their
ehililbood i governed by imagination.

The questions discussed in our times, of
astronomy and gealogy, by the physical sciences
and philosophy, were il comprised by the people
of untiquity in ftheir mythology, in which they
upressed their idess about divine and human
things, the laws of moral and of physicul nature.
Mythology was to them what the Koran is to
the Mohammedans,—the book of science and
thie book of law ; a circumstance, which even at
later periods often stopped scientific research.
Herodotus does not venture to unfuld the whole
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gtent of his knowledge, fearing to hurt the
religious feclings of his countrymen ; and Anax-
OIS, Dingorus, Socrates, and ather philoso-
phers of Griece, filt in different degrees the
tyrunuical jusdousy of the popular erced.  The
intuitive surmise of poetry in the first nges of
the world supplies the rescarches of sciener,

But the mist which dims the dawn of science
is dispersed nt last by its incressing brightuess ;
gritical understanding replhess constructive imo-
gination, and the horizon of the people is
milurged.  Notwithstanding the many cling to
tradition, even when the lsws of wature no
longer remain hidden to them, und the traces of
tholr former views of life and nature still live
in their legends. '

Yet the marul feeling of the people is no less
aetive than its fmogination, In eonscguence,
legends and traditions are slmost always founded
on mornl ideay, which impart to them a still
greater charm than imagination alone could have
endowed thern with.

As vaditions are conpected with the primi-

tive soiences, so are they often founded on the
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4 INTRODUCTION.

populsr interpretations of vatural or artificial
mopuments.  When the people behold an
extensive ruin in the midst of u silent wood, they
do not inguire 18 to ilts real history—to them it
is the work of giwmits or of fairies, and  the
name of the spot is slone sufficient to create 2
legend.

In the pages introduced by these liues, we
have attempted to gather Hungardan troditions
of manifold kinds. They belong to the different
natioualities which inhubit Hungary.

The greater part of these legends are con-
nected with phenomena of nature and explain
the origin of the delicite feather-grass, of erratic-
blocks, of warm springs, aud especinlly of the
charncteristical shapes of the chalk-formation.
Punishment for the descerntion of Sunday is the
thome of more than one popular Hungarian tale;
the sinper s almost alwsys trapsformed into a
stone. lsalatod chalk-rocks, und the stuluctites
in the eaverns, often reseubling humuan forms
from afar, are explained by such tales. But the
cruel lord, too, who oppresses his peasants —
the Dives who wastes bread whilst poor men
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sharve it his threshuld—and the bad step-mother,
who campels her step-chilidren to sin, are like-
wise tracsformed inlo stones,

The German hreothers Grimm first divoctod
public attcotivn to the fiet, that muny pojular
tales and proverbs are fragments of ancient
mythology. When pognnism lost its sway, its
reminiseences appeared often disguised as lules;
the more ensily su, ps the fables of oneient
mythology were potling but the brilliant tissue

of nhantasy coneormitz prineiples of moeea) wwd
1 ) g2 ]

physicul existence.  The people took the gulden
voil for the treasure Jtscdf, pod, even diwn to
cur own davs, donot ensily part with it

It Is proved. thut porthern mythology, the
worship of Wailin, Thie, Froya, Suttur, &,
otws extepded as fir as the Teutonie lingunges
ure spresl.

The rocelleotions of these gods s not anly
perserved fn the names of duys, but resechoes in
mare than one fule and proverh. Even the

Blovak tradition of “ Yanoshik"” s derived trom

thissowrce 3 snd! it is certainly remarkalile to find
fragaents of Teutonic fubles in the tales of a
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Seluvenic population, which notorivusly had its
own mythology totally different from that of the
Teutons, There is but one common feature
between them, viz., that the representation of
the gods and their deeds is wholly unsuited to
the plastic urts, In consequence of this, those
logends never can become embodied in perma-
nent forms, impressing the populer mind so
well as the mythology of Southern Europe, or
us the Eastuorn tales, though no less philosophieal
in their views of life and nature. Thar want
of well-defined beauty alienates them from our
taste,

Wholly different  from  these legends and
tales, which are connected with definite spots,
and therefors confined to the neighboarhood of
single localities, we meet with traditions prover-
ially known al} over the country, such as the
* Poor Tartar,” or * Pan Twardowskl.”

The Jewish tales are of a peoulineg stamp;
they wre derived from the Talmud, and aro as
typical of Judaisin as the unultered customs of
the Jews,

Some legends searcely conneeted with Hun-
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. have also been introdneed in the following
colloction ; their poetical merit must plead their
cAse.

The legends offered in this volume to the
publlic, have not been unintentionally gronped
i their present order. * The Baron’s Daughter,”
tho talo of ¢ The Castle of Zipsen,” and
W Yanoshik,” show us three distinet phoses of
Hungurian life in the middle ages.  In the fiest
pule we see the contrast of the proud alludial
pmprietnr. distlaining to accept property as fief
from a King, with the noblemen attached to the
Court.  The second sketches the opposition of
the knight to the burghers, In the Slovack
legend of * Yanoshik,” the common robber ap-
pesrs as avenger of sovial injustico ; at Iast over-
powered by treason, not by the might of the eruel
lords. The pootionl idea, that Fortune escapes
in the very moment when we dream we bave
caught hold of her—that there s a slip between
the cup and the lip—is expressed in the German
tale of * The Free Shot,” and is again exhibited
in the Slovak story of *The Golden Cross of
Kot
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The Jewish legends of © The Guardians,” and
the Persinn of © Arahid,” picture bow fuolish is
self-conceit, and how casily oven the best and the
wisest stuwble when they brave temptation,
instead of avoiding it

In contrust with the brilliant colows ghistes-
ing in these recollections of the East, we see in
the German tale of “The Nun of Raushen-
bach,"#* the gloomy hue of medival supersti-
tion. The legend leaves off with a dissonuuee
the nun, regretting ber vows, and longing to
fursake the pesce of the nunnery for worldly
liuppivess, cannot eseape punishmeut, Never-
theless, our sympathy speaks for Lier; we feel
that the vows imposed by the vell are un-
natuiul

But i the Hunguian tude of *° Monastic,”
the cloister appens s the abode of expiation
wnd the story of * Wendelin Drugeth,” vestored
to heudth on the very spol he lud profaned, is
w medizval version of the ancient Greek legend

* The ishabitants of the Carpathian valleys are of
Gornam origin.
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of * The Spear of Achilles,” the rust of which
alone could heal the wounds it inflicted.

“The Poor Tartar” and “ Pan Twardowski"
are satires on the domination of unamiable ludies,
such @ we often meet swith in popular tradi-
tions. The Pulish version of the iatter leads us
into the realm of magie, which always delights
popular imaginution.  *“The Rocks of Lip-
nick,” *“The Maidens’ Castle,” and “The Hair of
the Orphan Girl,” a Hungarian Cinderells, belong
to this dass, and represent the fairy mythology
of Hungury; and if in * Juck the Horse-denler,”
and * Klingsohr,” more modern sounds prevail,
the reader may excuse i, considering the claims
which the present times never can fuil to huve
on our imagination,

As the Datterly which  gleefully  flutrers
around the flower on which he at last rests,
gpening and closing his wings with slow eadenc,
is po longer the same when pinned and cused
ap under the glass of a cabinet ; as the flower
pressed between the laves of a herbarium
loses its origiugl colour and fragrunce; thus
the popular tale too is deprived of its naturul
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brilliancy and vigour, when repeated far from
the country to which it belongs. We have
attempted wholly to preserve their  genuine
purity; how far we have succoeded rests with
the reader to decide.



