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Preface 

Endre Ady and Fin de Siede Literature 

EndIe Ady (1 877-1919), the renowned poet, writer, 
and joumalist, worked for the papers all his We. In 
this he was not alone among his contemporaries; the 
progTessive men of letters who in 1908 ral lied 
around the new periodical pointedly called Nyugat 
<West) and who almost overnight shook Hungarian 
provindalism out of its self-contented slumber were, 
almost to the last man, contributors to the liberal 
newspapers. 

In Hungary, where a bUTgeoning free middle class 
press played a forma tive role in the poHLical and 
social life or the nation, belles lettres and journa lism 
had long gone hand in hand . The papers gave gener
ously of their pages to literature; most of Ady' s 
poetry, too, first appeared in the dailies . 

Tbese dailies had another highly popular feature, 
the tdrca or feuilleton story, so called to distinguish it 
from other forms of the genre, such as the longer 
novellil. These were run at the bottom of the page 
every day, under the regular news artides. WiUl just 
a couple of exceptions such as 77,e Kiss (1908), which 

7 


