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""_ which foUo\v were written by a Hungarian poet. This means 
that they were bom in • rather special medium. rhat of Hungamn poer~y. 
For though I consider world porny todo~ wOr< or less uniform, I om never­
theless :1Wllle thar the poet.ry of tb1: vuious 1l1tions or groups of poets may 
be regarded as scpa-ote di:llects of this uniform, WlivernoJ I""guage of poetJ:y. 
Nothing is further from my mind thlln [0 theorize aboul the history of 
literature; I .imply wish to make two obseCV'>uoas about HunguiAn poeur 
os' whole. The fi~t is that Hungan..n pOttry- auy God forgh·. me (or the 
word - is ill/purl""l. 

The diJad"alllag. of btingi"'}Mrfant 

Hungan..o poetry? Is it rc:alJy important? I'm quite aware of <he .omling 
D,lIW'C of tbis statement, though I did not make it to surtle nor to seem 
ingenious. It was no mere coincidence that: at an intemationa.l convention 
• Can.dian journalist said to me: 'Are you a poet? Rc:alJy? I heard that poets 
in your country are important people.' I had to smile, the sentence summarized 
so well the sociological pO$ition of the Hnngarion poet, and what is generally 
thougbtlbout that position. Unwortby represenntiveofa favolltllble p'ejucLce. 
I would like to ad d rhat in Hungary this sociological importance has been 
biJtoric:alJy determined, and perhaps oot only in Hungary, but also amoog 
other peoples who have h.d • dif6.clll, history, wbose national consciousness 
and nstional existence were as often threatened as ours. Sinc.c the threshold 
of modem tin,.. Hungari!tt Ilter:ature bas been the literature of peril. Hi'toriel l, 
social, and political role : the poet as commander, agrarian policy ma.\u:r, 
dead hero, minister, prisoD lamote -for centuries. this has been regarded 
us natuW in Hungru:i!tn literature. Thus, being a poet has its personal dangers , 
not to spctk of the disadvatlClge that this all too conspicuow role could 
bring with it for poerry, sacrificing its actual staning point, poetic quali ty, 
far this s.arne role. 

Not t..hu we !nve anything to compJain about when it comes to poetic 
qualiry. We .ee poetry as the leading genre of our literature - MIa.r. Yes. this 
is . mO$t unfort1Ul2.te fact, sinoe poetry leads i tself leas t to tmosl.tion. And to 
,IUs I would like to add a second comment, something I hold to be fundamemal 
for the cm:iJ:ery of Hungarian poetry. IUld that has to do with the problem of 
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