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The .dnot ofdus book !us attempted to compile an anthol­
ogy rhat: w ill hopefull y p[ovide some idea of the Hungarian 
expc.ri""c~ of the past forty years, The volume i. therefore 
» much 3D anthology of Iecent Hung.rim history and 
lOCiery as it is of the modern Hnngui.. n ,hort story. T his 
i> why autobiogcaphical writings as well as what Hunga­
rian. t raditionally call "sociogrnphy" or reportage written 
with literary means. and mostly by writers of fiction. 
:appear side by side with traditional short ;;tarie!, mOre or 
less in the same ratio one WQuid find in a Hungarian 
literary magazine, In Hungary, . uch ..,aographic.tl wri ting 
is gm=lly clas<cd with the bdf<o!-/tIITn. 

In .hort. the sclectio.n th.. follow. Iu. d=ly been 
inJIucnccd by historical consid=';oD>. and though the 
writing. follow each other in more or less wonoJogical 
orJer- or at least, \"ith 2n eye em,Yards: succcssi\'c historical 
bndnurh- lhe b.ma< remain indistinct. 

Since rile aim .bove .11 Wa.' to introduce Hungary 
through her litcra=. when /a"cd with ~ choice between 
two cqu.Ily good piece> of writing. we alway. chose the 
one th.u conlained Clore insight into the above-referred-to 
t!Xpnimct". In otha words. witho ut detriment to l iterary 
....Iue. We luve tricd 10 ,.-Irel pi= that are interesting in 
the cverydoy senS<' of the word-something ""'t ,,;0 
hopefully be pardoned even if tbis was done to the exclusion 
of several major writers. 
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