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THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTO R OF JREX 


n,e lnterna tional Rc,ea rch and Exchanges Boa rd (lREX) ha, been pleased to 

sponsor the preparation and publication of this landmark reference work . When our 
academic exchanges: between H ungar}:and the United States began over twO decades 
ago only a handful of Americ.n ,choldrs had any experience there, while the United 
States was all but tnr/J incognilU to maS1 of the Hunga rian scholarly community. 
Since then, relatio nships have matured and flo urished.Th ls pioneering research guide 
reflects our continuing resolve to acq uaint scho lars in the Un ited States and elsewht:re 
in the English speaking world with the ext raordinary intellectual resources of 
contem porary H ungar )'. 

While ultima te responsibi lity, and credit, fo r the compilation and presentation of 
the volume lies wit h our Hung.rian colleague-" l wo uld like to' acknowledge the 
important contributions by IR EX staff "nd con1' uitams. The project was iniliated on 
the American side by Dorothy Knapp, formerly fR EX Assist.nt Director, and was 
,ompit ted under the supervisio n or Vivian Abbott, Director of I REX's East European 
programs. with the assistancc o f Livia Plaks of the I REX staff. The principal editorial 
work on the English text was ca rried out for TREX by Gloria Deak, whose contribu­
tion to the final prexluct has been o f critical importance . 

We salute all of uur Hungarian colleagu es for their courage in undertaking such a 
massive task- and for th ei r patience and sk ill in ca rrying it out. 

Alien H. KlIssof 
December 18. 1987 
Princeton, New Jerscy 
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FOREWORD 


ov 


TH E PRESIDENT OF THE HUr-:GA RIAN ACA DEMY 

OF SCIENCES 


The com plete cnll e<: lIon or duta relaled to Hun ga ry's rc~ca rch and d\!\'dopmell l 
s.ystem IS here pu blished 111 English for the fi rst lime . The book I::. <:Ii meo Jl promoting 
inte rnationa l cooperation 10 scholarship scicnC"e il nd lechnolo£) by gIVing u picture of 
Ihe Current sla te or Hunga rian research a nd techn ological development. ft also 
presentS:I det ai led deSCription of lhc in::.Ulutional sys tem~ direct ly o r ind irectly scnJing 
the purpose of lhis development. FO:\tCTlng international cooperation i n un endeavor 
\\ hich t'xPreises our tr ue and real intcre~l5; it i ~ in harmon) with one of the 
fundmncnwl pri nciples o f Ihe country's fo r<, go policy whereby HUnga r} is ready 10 
cooperate ",jl h an) country o r rorcign inst it ute on the ba!'ls of t:quaht) and mutual 
advanlages. It IS an open ness that renccts our will lOgnc~s to paniclpalc 10 the 
inter na tional division of bibor in scholarship. :>eicnce and cechnolog). 

I si ncerely hope thaI this vo lume will cono; lIIute a genuine cont ri buti on to the 
realizalion o r lhese en·on ,. O n behalf o f Hu ngarian Acad<m) orSoience>. I express m~ 
g.rn titude to the Interna tional Research and E."(cha ngcs Board and to the Amcritan 
Council o f Learned Soci c; tlcs fo r their assisla nce in (he reali7.a tio n of thi s. Enghsh­
Ia.nguage volume. 

Thai <urh J joint pu bl icalion could be arranged is or gTe.1I 'mpon anl't: nol ani \' for 
the It un!U'ian AcadC'm) of Sciences. but : ..Li :\o ror the entire scientific ".:ommuTl ll y of the 
coun try. Although Hungary is anxio us to 3<;;su me an acll\rc role In Ih~ world of 
intl!'Tnational science. her linguul isolation is ofle n n ba rrier. By pn:senting. 10 English. 
the ~"'tc and inst itutional systems of ou r scientific resea rch . fI new door is opened. rdo 
not wa nt to insist on tht.: difficult ies th:It Hunga ry may sufTer beca use o f her la nguage:, 
since scicntisb a nd scho lars- Western and Eastern a like--have ma naged fru itful 
coopera tion with their Hungarian coleagues fo r a long time. But this hook goe~ 

be~' ond the us.ua l contacts between scien tists. furn ishing informa tion a lw for those 
\I. ho wo uld gladly receive more news on Hungarian science but ha ve found a n~ 

comprehensive su rvt"y on the subjecl una\(lilable. Evt1'")'o ne interested in the topic will 
now be amply scn ·cd . 

The: Interna tional Resea rch and Exchanges Boa rd effectively fert ilizes internat ional 
science through the promotion of such indispensable publications. I wish much success 
10 Ihe Board in Ihe fUlure. In a worlJ where Ihe developmcnl o f peaceful rclalions 
among nations is best Jd'v'anced b} mutual knowledge and respecl, the Boa rd's work IS 

or inL"SlI mable yu lue. 

Ivti ,j T. Berend 
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