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Ira A. Abrahamson, Jr., MD
Emeritus Professor of Clinical Ophthalmology, 

University of Cincinnati College of Medicine, Cincinnati, OH

Harold Adolph, MD
Chief of Surgery, SIM Galmi Hospital, Niger, Africa

Nathan Barlow, MD
(Posthumous), Director, the Mossy Foot Project, Ventura, CA

Dr. Richard & Mrs. Millie Bransford
Boone, NC

Mary Breckenridge, RN 
(Posthumous), Founder, Frontier Nursing Service, Wendover, KY

Editha Cañete-Miguel, MD, FPCP
Founder and Executive Director, Agape Rural Program, Philippines

Alfredo V. Casino, MD, FACS
Founder of the American Foundation to Aid the Poor (AFAP), Philippines

Abali Chuku, MD, FWACS, FICS
Medical Director, Federal Medical Centre (FMC), Umuahia, Nigeria

Dame Aileen Coleman, RN, SCM, BSc, MA, AM
Annor Sanatorium for Chest Diseases, Mafraq, Jordan

Lawrence V. Conway, PhD, FASA
President, Global Medical Missions Hall of Fame, Toledo, OH

Bernardo Cuevas, MD
President, Global Medical Missions Inc., and Professor of Surgery, 

Santo Thomas University, Manila, Philippines

James G. Diller, MD, FACS
Chairman, Board of Directors, Diller Foundation, Toledo, OH

Doctors Without Borders/MSF
New York, NY & Paris, France

Harvey Doorenbos, MD
Holland, MI

Diane C. Downing, RN, BS, MPH
Primary Care Provider and Community Health Nurse, Congo

Paul E. Farmer, M.D, PhD
Founding Director, Partners in Health, Boston, MA

Robert L. Foster, MD
Hospital Founder, Surgeon and Medical Director, Zambia and Angola

Glenn W. Geelhoed, MD, MA, DTMH, MPH, FACS
Professor of Surgery, Professor of International Medical Education, Professor of Microbiology, 

Immunology and Tropical Medicine, The George Washington University Medical Center, Washington D.C.

Jeffery E. Heck, MD
Founder & Chairman, Board of Directors, Shoulder to Shoulder, Asheville, NC

Richard M. Hodes, MD, FACP
Medical Director, American Jewish Joint Distribution Center, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia

Peter Hotez, MD, PhD, FASTMH, FAAP
President, Sabin Vaccine Institute, Dean, National School of Tropical Medicine;  Professor, 

Pediatrics and Molecular  & Virology and Microbiology; Director, 
Sabin Vaccine Institute Texas Children’s Hospital Center for Vaccine Development
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John P. Howe III, MD
Chief Executive Officer, Project HOPE, Millwood, VA

S. Amjad Hussain, MD, FRCSC, FACS
UT Trustee, Professor Emeritus, Toledo, OH

Edna Adan Ismail, PhD, SRN
Director, Edna Adan Hospital, Somalia

William P. Magee Jr. DDS, MD, FACS & Kathleen Magee RN, MSW
Co-founders, Operation Smile, Norfolk, VA

William Larimer Mellon Jr. MD 
(Posthumous), and Gwendolyn Grant Mellon (Posthumous), 

Co-founders of Hospital Albert Schweitzer, Deschapelles, Haiti

Lincoln Nelson, MD, FPCS
(Posthumous), Battle Creek, MI

Sania Nishtar, SI, FRCP, PhD
Founder, Heartfile, Islamabad, Pakistan

Dr. Pedro & Mrs. Judith Obregon
Venice, FL

Richard Paat, MD
Perrysburg, Ohio

Jean William Pape, MD
Director of Gheskio Centers, Port-au-Prince, Professor of Medicine, Cornell University, New York, NY

Pablo Pons, MD and Maria Pons, PhD
Dublin, Ohio

Victor C. Rambo, MD 
(Posthumous), Ophthalmologist and Missionary to India

Edgar Rodas*, MD, FACS and Dolores Reinbach Rodas
Founders, the Cinterandes Foundation, Cuenca, Ecuador

Albert G. Roode, MD 
(Posthumous), Pibor, Sudan

Albert Schweitzer, MD, PhD 
(Posthumous), Albert Schweitzer Institute, Hamden, CT

Jill Seaman MD
International Medical Relief Fund, Upper Nile, Sudan

Bruce C. Steffes, MD, MBA, FACS, FWACS
Pan-African Academy of Christian Surgeons, Linden, NC

George Varghese, MBBS and Sheila Varghese, MBBS
Lady Willingdon Hospital, Manali, India

Sr. Yvonne Veins*, RN, Med
Apostle of the Needy, Sister of Charity of Montreal, Grey Nuns, Lexington, MA

Paul R. Williams, MD
Founder of International HealthCare Network, Pisgah Forest, North Carolina

          *Deceased
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The University of Toledo 
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March 19, 2016 
 

Ceremony 
Howard L. Collier Building 

Room 1000 
 

 
 

Introductions 
Daniel Saevig, Associate Vice President 

The University of Toledo Alumni Association 
 
 
 
 

Welcome 
Dr. Sharon Gaber, President 

The University of Toledo 
 
 
 

Proclamations 
 
 

 
                                         

Scholarship Presentation 
The Gene & Donna Saevig Medical Mission Scholarship 

 
 
 

Presentation of 
Videos & Awards  

 
 
 

 
Plaque Unveiling & Reception 

Lloyd A. Jacobs Interprofessional 
Immersive Simulation Center Lobby 

 
Book Signing 

Dr. Daniel Johnson will contribute signed copies of his autobiography  
for a donation to the Hall of Fame and Dr. Glenn Geelhoed will hold a book signing  

of two of his books with all proceeds benefiting the Hall of Fame. 



This award, which is presented annually, is given to a 
University of Toledo College of Medicine graduate who 
has performed outstanding voluntary service to his/her 

community beyond normal business or professional obliga-
tions. 

Dr. Oatis, a graduate of The University of Toledo College of 
Medicine & Life Sciences (formerly the Medical College of 
Ohio), has been a Pediatrician for almost 35 years and has been 
working with children and their families at St. Vincent Mercy 
Medical Center Family Care Center in Toledo for most of her 
career.  She heads the Mercy Family Care Team which provides 
multiple services to children and families including connect-
ing families to a medical provider to care for them and their 

child, palliative care for children who are chronically ill and family counseling.  

Dr. Oatis is also currently a Medical Ethics Specialist at St. Vincent Mercy Medical Center; 
Chair, Adult Institutional Review Board; Medical Director, Pediatric Palliative Care and Eth-
ics at Mercy Children’s Hospital and a board member of the Ohio Pediatric Palliative Care 
Education Network and is Clinical Faculty at UT’s College of Medicine & Life Sciences.

She graduated from Maumee High School, Maumee, OH; attended Skidmore College, 
Saratoga Springs, NY; received her Bachelor’s degree in Human Biology & Masters in Physi-
cal Therapy from Stanford University, Stanford, CA and received her Medical Degree at 
the former Medical College of Ohio in 1981.  She then completed an internship at MCO, a 
pediatric residency at Pittsburgh Children’s Hospital and the Harvard Program in Palliative 
Care Education and Practice at Harvard University, Cambridge, Mass.  

Dr. Oatis received the YWCA 2016 Milestones Award for Science for her work in Northwest 
Ohio as a pediatrician who embodies their mission to empower women and eliminate rac-
ism, the Research Excellence Award twice from Mercy St. Vincent Research Symposium, and 
was named the March of Dimes Physician of the Year in 2013.  She is also the recipient of the 
Dr. Elizabeth Spencer Ruppert Outstanding Pediatrician Award by the Ohio Chapter of the 
American Academy of Pediatrics in 2011, which is the highest honor bestowed by the OAAP 
and recognizes a pediatrician’s distinguished achievements and outstanding contributions 
to the advancement of pediatric care and education for patients and physicians of Ohio.  She 
has also won numerous awards for research excellence.

Dr. Oatis has led several hundred workshops, support groups and classes and has presented 
at national and international conferences.  She is a member of the Lay Review Board for 
the Catholic Diocese, serves on the CORE Clinical Faculty at Ohio University College of 
Osteopathic Medicine and has overseen multiple grants including two CATCH grants one of 
which was for a pediatric palliative care needs assessment for physicians in Northwest Ohio 
and parent focus groups in Toledo.

Her commitment to pediatric care is unequaled and she provides inspiration to all those who 
care for children.

University of Toledo College of Medicine & Life Sciences 
Alumni Community Award Recipient

Pamela J. Oatis, MD, FAAP
Dundee, Michigan



Dr. Johnson has served in higher education leadership 
positions for more than 30 years, during which time he 
developed significant collaborations and partnerships 

among various public universities, government entities, indus-
trial corporations and international organizations.

Prior to his years in high level leadership positions, Dr. Johnson 
enjoyed a remarkable career as a professor of Sociology and 
Demography at major universities in Kansas, Illinois, Virginia, 
Texas and Alaska. He helped lead these universities to become 
highly engaged in critical community issues and regional eco-
nomic development programs. 

His broad community affiliations in the Toledo metropolitan area have included the Toledo 
Regional Chamber of Commerce, the Regional Growth Partnership and the Urban League. 
He is also on the board of the Alliance for Paired Donation, The Library Legacy Board of the 
Toledo Lucas County Public Library, Hospice of Northwest Ohio, Lourdes University, SkyLIFE 
Technology and the Toledo 22nd Century Committee. He has served as a consultant to several 
universities and been an advisor/mentor to numerous university presidents. He also served as 
a commissioner to the Western Higher Education Commission, one of six major U.S. academic 
accrediting bodies.

Dr. Johnson became president of The University of Toledo in 2001 where he fostered community 
engagement and led the highly successful effort in 2006 to merge UT with the Medical Univer-
sity of Ohio, creating the third largest public university in the state.

In 2008, after a distinguished career in higher education leadership positions, Dr. Johnson was 
invited to become Provost and Chief Operating Officer of Zayed University in the United Arab 
Emirates with campuses in Dubai and Abu Dhabi. At Zayed University he worked closely with 
the Minister of Higher Education in building a new, billion-dollar campus in Abu Dhabi. Ad-
ditionally, he developed collaborative relationships with universities in the Middle East, Europe, 
Asia, Africa and North and South America.

In 2011, Dr. Johnson returned to the University of Toledo as President Emeritus where he led the 
University’s initiative for Global Engagement. Since retiring from UT former President Johnson 
has remained professionally active in Northwest Ohio. In particular, he has been actively in-
volved in promoting the Global Medical Missions Hall of Fame Foundation.

President Johnson is a prolific author. Most recently he authored “Leading Economic Develop-
ment: A Toolkit for Public Officials and Civic Leaders.”  His autobiography, “With Gratitude: 
Memories I Want to Keep and Pass On” is a personal chronicle of significant events in Dr. 
Johnson’s personal life and professional career.

We congratulate Dr. Johnson as the recipient of the 2016 Lifetime Distinguished Service Award.

Global Medical Missions Hall of Fame
2016 Lawrence V. Conway, PhD, FASA Lifetime Distinguished Service Award

Daniel M. Johnson, PhD
President Emeritus - The University of Toledo



When Dr. Bhutta first launched his career, neonatal 
pediatrics was barely even a concept in his home 
country of Pakistan.  Today, he is credited as a major 

force in putting the health of mothers and their babies on the 
development agenda not just in Pakistan but across the world, 
where he is considered a leading expert in global health.  

He is Founding Director of the Centre of Excellence in Women 
& Child Health at The Aga Khan University, with campuses 
in South-Central Asia, East Africa and the United Kingdom; 
the Robert Harding Chair in Global Child Health & Policy; 
Co-Director, SickKids Centre for Global Child Health; Senior 
Scientist at the Research Institute, the Hospital for Sick Chil-

dren and also Professor, Departments of Pediatrics, Nutritional Sciences and Public Health 
at the University of Toronto.

Dr. Bhutta was born in 1955 in Pakistan and graduated from Khyber Medical College at the 
University of Peshawar, Pakistan (MBBS) in 1977, where he was adjudged the “Best Gradu-
ate of the Year” and awarded the University Gold Medal for overall distinction.  He obtained 
his PhD from the Karolinska Institute, Sweden, one of Europe’s most prestigious medical 
universities. 

Dr. Bhutta has won several awards including the Tamghia-i-Imtiaz (Medal of Excellence) 
by the President of Pakistan for contributions towards education and research in 2000, The 
President of Pakistan Gold Medal for contributions to Child Health in Pakistan in 2004 
and in 2006 he was awarded the Outstanding Pediatrician of Asia award by the Asia Pacific 
Pediatric Association.  

Professor Bhutta was awarded the inaugural Global Child Health award in 2009 by the 
Program for Global Pediatric Research for outstanding contributions to Global Child Health 
and Research and has recently been elected an honorary Fellow of the American Academy 
of Pediatrics for contributions to international child health.  His research interests include 
newborn and child survival, maternal and child undernutrition and micronutrient deficien-
cies.  He leads a large research group based in Pakistan with a special interest in research 
synthesis, scaling up evidence based interventions in community settings and health system 
research. In Pakistan, he has been a driving force in improving maternal and child health 
through his work with the Lady Health Workers program and in advocating for key changes 
to national and provincial health and nutrition policies.

Professor Bhutta has published eight books, 65 book chapters and over 650 peer-reviewed  
publications to date.  

For his significant contributions to the medical well-being of women and children through-
out the world, the Global Medical Missions Hall of Fame honors Dr. Zulfiqar Bhutta.

2016 Global Medical Missions Hall of Fame Inductee

Zulfiqar A. Bhutta, MBBS, DCH, 
FRCP, FRCPCH, FCPS, FAAP, PhD

Karachi, Pakistan and Toronto, Canada



Dr. Boachie-Adjei has dedicated his life to improving 
the lives of his fellowmen by making his primary 
work correcting incidents of pervasive spinal 

defects found among many of his African countrymen. 
As Founder and President of the Foundation of Orthope-
dics and Complex Spine (FOCOS) he has helped provide 
orthopedic medical care to underserved populations in 
West Africa and other third world nations since 1998.  In 
2014, Dr. Boachie-Adjei bid a fond farewell to the Hospital 
for Spinal Surgery (HSS) in New York so he could retire in 
his own words “to devote his time and talents on one of the 
most debilitating medical conditions of my country.”  His 

return to Ghana has been in the making for many years. “In 1972 I came to the U.S. 
for a purpose and I have achieved that and this is the realization of my dream.  I have 
trained at the finest orthopedic hospitals in the country, and have given back what I 
could. If I want to train more surgeons in Ghana, now is the time.”

Typical of the esteem which Dr. Boachie-Adjei is held by his colleagues is this com-
mendation by one of his colleagues, Dr. Rick Hodes, Medical Director, American Jewish 
Joint Distribution Center, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia: “Dr. Boachie-Adjei is changing spinal 
surgery in Ghana, in Ethiopia, and is transforming the spines and the lives of some of 
the most deformed kids on this planet.  It is our honor to work closely with him every 
day.”

Oheneba Boachie-Adjei was born in Kumasi, Ghana one of the poorest areas of the sub-
continent of Africa. After struggling to obtain an education in Kumasi, he and his fam-
ily immigrated to the United States in 1972.  He studied at Brooklyn College and com-
pleted his undergraduate education (summa cum laude) in 1976.  In 1980 he received 
his Doctor of Medicine degree from Columbia University’s College of Physicians & 
Surgeons.  He was Assistant Professor of Orthopaedic Surgery at the University of Min-
nesota; Clinical Assistant Professor, University of Southern California and Assistant 
Clinical Professor, University of California College of Medicine, Irvine; and Associate 
Medical Director at the Southern California Complex Spine and Scoliosis Center.

Dr. Boachie-Adjei has published and lectured extensively on spine surgery, with special 
emphasis on surgery to correct spine deformity and he is an inventor who holds several 
patents for devices used in spine surgery.  

The Global Medical Missions Hall of Fame is honored to recognize Dr. Boachie-Adjei in 
the Class of 2016.

2016 Global Medical Missions Hall of Fame Inductee

Oheneba Boachie-Adjei, MD
Ghana, West Africa



For more than two decades Dr. Rick Sacra has served 
with SIM, an international Christian mission organiza-
tion, as a medical missionary in Liberia, West Africa.  

He has cared for the sick at the Eternal Love Winning Africa 
(ELWA) Hospital in Liberia through years of civil war, re-
construction and the Ebola epidemic. 

Dr. Sacra grew up in Wayland, Massachusetts and graduated 
from Brown University in 1984 with a degree in biochem-
istry.  He earned his doctor of medicine degree from the 
University of Massachusetts Medical School in Worcester in 
1989 and completed a family medicine residency program 
in Bristol, Tennessee.  He is currently a Family Medicine 

Faculty Physician at the University of Massachusetts Medical School and divides his time 
between Massachusetts and Liberia.

Dr. Sacra began his career in Liberia in 1995, in the midst of the Liberian civil war.  After 
he and his family evacuated during an outbreak of fighting in Monrovia in 1996, he 
returned in 1997 to help re-open ELWA Hospital, which had been looted and vandal-
ized. From 1998-2010, Dr. Sacra lived and worked in Liberia full time with his wife and 
three sons, directed the medical staff at ELWA Hospital and taught medical students at 
the University of Liberia Medical School. When they began to see patients with HIV and 
AIDS, he initiated a program at the hospital to provide treatment, education and support 
to those who were living with HIV. 

In September 2014, he contracted Ebola Virus Disease in Liberia, even though he was 
not treating known Ebola patients at the time. Dr. Sacra was evacuated by air ambulance 
to the University of Nebraska’s Biocontainment Unit in Omaha. Along with ICU level 
supportive care, he was given an experimental drug, and blood serum from his colleague, 
Dr. Kent Brantly, who was infected before Sacra.  He was released after 20 days when his 
blood tested negative for the Ebola virus.

After he was Ebola free, full recovery took several months.  Dr. Sacra experienced a respi-
ratory infection, muscular degeneration, and eye inflammation (uveitis) in those months.  
Ebola survivors in Africa are battling such challenges too, without adequate healthcare 
and support.  

Dr. Sacra returned to his medical work in Liberia just three and half months later, in Jan-
uary of 2015.  His long term desire is to train Liberian Family Practice physicians, because 
he says that “even if Ebola is finished in West Africa, if we don’t continue to strengthen 
the health system there, they’re going to be vulnerable to some other devastating disease.”

The Global Medical Missions Hall of Fame is honored to induct Dr. Sacra with the Class 
of 2016.

2016 Global Medical Missions Hall of Fame Inductee

Richard Sacra, MD
Worcester, Massachusetts & Liberia, West Africa



GLOBAL MEDICAL MISSIONS PROGRAM SPONSORS

Andrew B. Casabianca, DMD, MD
Lawrence V. and Ruth B. Conway Trust

Lawrence V. Conway, Jr. and Christine Conway Trust
David G. Cook Trust

Global Medical Missions Hall of Fame Foundation
Carolyn Gregory

S. Zaheer Hasan, MD
Samina Hasan, MD

KeyBank
Merrill Lynch & Co. Foundation Inc

Dorothy M. Price
Joseph A. Scazzero, PhD

GLOBAL MEDICAL MISSIONS HALL OF FAME

Our Mission:
To honor those individuals and organizations that have made significant 

and substantial contributions to improve global health while inspiring others.

Our Vision:
To be an international platform for the recognition and development 

of advancements in global health and a source of experience and expertise 
for medical mission work.



MEMORIALS*

Paul L. Arndt
Thomas R. Ball
Evelyn Boston

Henry M. Boston
Richard Boyer

Brian K. and Ethel Bradford
Robert J. Brotje, Jr.

Catherine Ann Conway
Ruth B. Conway

Gilbert and Ruth Cook
Ray Eberts

Timothy Field
Celia Findlay
James Findlay

Hugo M. Gregory
John Hayes

Barbara Herring
Henry (Hank) Herschel

Theodore F. Horst
Dorothy Hussain
Ann Lacksonen
Ann Minwegen
Keith Niehous

Samuel D. Parsons
William Prebe

Joseph Provenzano
Frances M. Scazzero

Sr. Yvonne Veins

*Memorials have been created to honor in 
perpetuity those men and women who have made 

significant and substantial contributions of their time and 
talents to improving the lives of their sons and daughters in the world.



LAWRENCE V. CONWAY PhD, FASA
LIFETIME DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARD RECIPIENTS

Kristopher Brickman, MD, FACEP 
Todd Brickman, MD, PhD

John Bul Dau
Jeffrey P. Gold, MD

S. Amjad Hussain, MD
Marcy S. Kaptur

Clinton O. Longenecker, PhD
Scott McLean, MD, PhD
Patricia J. Metting, PhD
Daniel J. Saevig, MBA

SPECIAL APPRECIATION

The Global Medical Missions Hall of Fame Foundation wishes to express our special 
thanks and deep appreciation for the tremendous efforts of the UT Alumni Asso-
ciation staff in support of the Global Medical Missions Hall of Fame.  Our special 
thanks to Dan Saevig, Associate Vice President for Alumni Relations and Executive 
Director of the UT Alumni Association and Dianne Wisniewski, for their extraordi-
nary work on behalf of our Foundation.  The Global Medical Missions Hall of Fame 
is an official affiliate of the College of Medicine and Life Sciences of the University 
of Toledo.  Special thanks, also, to the late Don Reiber from the UT Department of 
Communications for his support of this program over the years.

STUDENTS FOR GLOBAL MEDICAL MISSIONS
Symposium Program

Saturday, March 19, 2016
9 am - 1 pm

Health Education Building, Room 100
The University of Toledo Health Science Campus

Students for Global Medical Missions, a student organization affiliated with the College of 
Medicine and Life Sciences of The University of Toledo, hosted a Global Medical Missions 
Symposium on the Health Science Campus. Program presenters included, among other hon-
orees, the inductees of the Class of 2016 to the Global Medical Missions Hall of Fame.  Each 
of the speakers had an opportunity to discuss their medical missionary efforts and health 
care contributions to the underserved of the world.



GLOBAL MEDICAL MISSIONS HALL OF FAME
Toledo, Ohio

The Global Medical Missions Hall of Fame has been created by the Foundation to honor, 
through an annual public awards ceremony, those individuals and/or organizations that have 
made significant and substantial contributions to advancing the quality of life of their 
brothers and sisters throughout the world.

It is fitting and appropriate that they be recognized for their noble humanitarian efforts.  
Additionally, it is hoped that these commendatory efforts will serve as an inspiration to 
others to actively participate in, or support, Global Medical Missions activities and programs.

There are two types of Global Medical Missions Hall of Fame Awards; individual and 
organizations.  Award recipients are selected by the Global Medical Missions Hall of Fame 
Selection Committee based on extensive and deliberate reviews of the endeavors and accom-
plishments of individuals and organizations in the Global Medical Missions field.  Awards are 
announced and presented on an annual basis.

To facilitate the humanitarian efforts of the Foundation, a distribution facility has been 
created to provide, at no cost to potential recipients, hospital/medical equipment and 
medical supplies to any organization or group committed to improving the human 
condition by providing urgently needed health care services.

To further the mission of the Foundation, travel stipends and Students for Global Medi-
cal Missions Scholarships are made available to qualified future Global Medical Missions 
participants.  Funds to support these programs are made available by inductees of the Global 
Medical Missions Hall of Fame and past Students for Global Medical Missions participants.  
In addition, financial contributions have been made by private donors who have recognized 
the vital importance of a ‘hands on” mission experience in a dynamic global health care 
environment.

The Global Medical Missions Hall of Fame Foundation thanks each of you for your kind 
voluntary efforts and generous financial support.

Global Medical Missions Hall of Fame Foundation,

Lawrence V. Conway, PhD, FASA		  Rabbi Alan M. Sokobin, ThD, DD, JD
President					    Executive Director

For additional information please refer to our website: www.mmhof.org
Our email address is MedMissionHOF@utoledo.edu
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