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Interim leader to guide enrollment
ser vices through strategy review

Paying attention pays off

By Meghan Cunningham

A

n experienced higher education
enrollment manager will provide
interim leadership to The University
of Toledo’s Division of Enrollment
Management while UT works with
an enrollment consultant to improve
recruitment and retention strategies.
Dr. James
Mager, who has
held a variety
of enrollment
management
positions at
Ohio State
University
including
director of
admissions and
financial aid
and associate
Mager
vice president
for enrollment services, started last week as
UT’s interim vice president of enrollment
management.
“Growing enrollment and supporting
those students through graduation are key
to the success of The University of Toledo,”
President Sharon L. Gaber said. “With Jim’s
leadership and our partnership with Ruffalo
Noel Levitz, we will develop the strategies
needed to attract more students to the great
opportunities we have for them here at UT.”
During his career at Ohio State
that spanned from 1971 to 2002, he led
the implementation of the university’s
undergraduate student selective admissions

policies and provided the leadership that
resulted in significantly better academically
prepared freshman classes, increases in
student retention and graduation rates, larger
transfer student classes, and greater raceethnic and geographic diversity.
Mager also consulted with more than
40 institutions when he served as associate
vice president for Ruffalo Noel Levitz from
2002 to 2010.
UT has retained the enrollmentconsulting firm to provide a data-informed
strategic approach that will help strengthen
the University’s enrollment and retention
efforts going forward.
“Ruffalo Noel Levitz is a leader in
enrollment management services with an
excellent track record of getting results that
benefit the university, but more importantly
the students who benefit from the access,
retention and graduation initiatives,” Mager
said. “During this period, it will be my role
to provide leadership to the Enrollment
Management Division and to partner with
Ruffalo Noel Levitz to ensure that the
appropriate UT leaders and experts are
fully involved in identifying, analyzing and
implementing initiatives to increase student
enrollment and student success.”
Mager said the campus community will
be involved in developing new recruitment
and retention strategies by providing
important data and qualitative information
and then working together with Ruffalo
Noel Levitz on strategy development and
implementation.
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At the University Women’s Commission luncheon held Oct. 21, UT President Sharon L. Gaber
stressed the value of paying attention such as when there are opportunities to sign up for extra
duties, working hard even when you think others aren’t watching, or when your health subtly
changes. By doing so, Gaber said she prepared herself for future jobs and survived cancer amid
much unsolicited support. Nearly 100 packed the Savage Arena Joe Grogan Room to hear her talk.

UT receives $10 million from NASA to
transform K-12 science curriculum
By Meghan Cunningham

A

University of Toledo researcher will
transform the way science is taught to
students throughout the country with a $10
million grant from NASA.
Dr. Kevin Czajkowski, UT professor
of geography and planning, is leading
the development of a new K-12 science
curriculum that will have students make
observations and conduct hands-on projects
utilizing NASA satellite imagery and
discoveries.
The project called “MISSION EARTH:
Fusing GLOBE With NASA Assets to Build
Systemic Innovation in STEM Education,”
is one of 27 funded with a total of $42

UT researcher
continued from p. 1

“It is one of the most lethal cancers
and there are very few, if any, effective
and durable treatments,” she said. “The
prognosis is usually poor.”
The next step, with the help of a
$75,000 grant from UT’s Interdisciplinary
Research Initiation Award, is to evaluate
the effectiveness of this new strategy
in preclinical models, a crucial move in
translating this discovery to the clinic and
patients.
“GBM is lethal because it so effectively
escapes and evades therapy,” Eisenmann
said. “Our hope is this discovery will prove

to be an anti-tumor strategy and one that
will be safe and effective for patients.
“New therapies for GBM are
desperately needed,” she said. “We hope
our latest finding will lead to a novel and
effective treatment for this extremely
aggressive cancer.”
For more information on how to
support this research, contact Allie Berns,
assistant director of annual giving, at
allison.berns@utoledo.edu or 419.530.5414,
or contribute online at
https://give2ut.utoledo.edu/gbm.asp.

million through NASA’s Science Mission
Directorate to engage learners of all ages
in NASA science education programs and
activities.
Czajkowski will be joined by
UT President Sharon L. Gaber for an
announcement of the research project
Tuesday, Oct. 27, at 10 a.m. next to the
Ottawa River behind the Student Union on
Main Campus. UT students will demonstrate
the hands-on science activities proposed;
these will include taking water samples
from the river and soil samples, and reading
surface temperatures with an infrared
thermometer.

Corrections
The name of the editor of Military Advanced Education & Transition was incorrect in
the story about UT being named a Top Military-Friendly University in last week’s paper.
Her name is Kelly Fodel.
Also in the Oct. 19 issue, there were two mistakes in the story about Richard Russo
and the Jesup Scott Honors College Distinguished Lecture. His book, Straight Man, was
published in 1997, and the main character’s name is William Henry Devereaux Jr.
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Welloween Health Fair set for Oct. 30

UT Medical Center honored for heart
treatment efforts

By Cassandra DeYoung

By Brandi Barhite

T

he Student Recreation Center on Main
Campus will host the Welloween
Health Fair Friday, Oct. 30, from 11:30 a.m.
to 1:30 p.m.
“It’s an annual health fair that gets the
Toledo community and students, staff and
faculty to learn more about wellness,” said
Brooke Irwin, a graduate assistant in the
Office of Recreation. “A bunch of student
organizations and places within the Toledo
community come and set up booths and
provide education on areas in wellness and
health.”
The annual event will feature flu shots,
massages, health screenings, educational
activities, a costume contest, music, and
door prizes ranging from gift cards to gift
baskets.

T

he University of Toledo Medical
Center is being recognized for its
superior diagnosis and treatment of patients
with heart failure.
UTMC has received the Get With
the Guidelines—Heart Failure Silver Plus
Quality Achievement Award.
This award, through the American
Heart Association/American Stroke
Association, honors hospitals that help heart
patients recover quicker and reduce the
likelihood of hospital readmission. In 2014,
UTMC received the bronze award.
“This reaffirms our commitment to our
patients who are experiencing one of the
worst health scares of their lives,” said
Dr. George Moukarbel, director of the Heart
Failure and Left Ventricular Assist Device
Program at UTMC. “We are proud of our
efforts to provide the best possible outcome
for our patients who are in the throes of
heart failure. This is a direct result of the
hard work of all the members of the heart
failure team and everyone working toward
excellence in the care of our patients.”
Launched in 2005, numerous published
studies have demonstrated the Get With the
Guidelines program’s success in achieving
patient outcome improvements, including
reductions in readmissions.
UTMC earned the award by meeting
specific quality achievement measures that
include evaluation of the patient, proper

Organizations that are providing health
information and screenings include the
National Student Speech Language and
Hearing Association, Recreational Therapy
Club, UT Medical Center Trauma Services,
UT Counseling Center, Gift of Life Bone
Marrow Foundation, and Lucas County
Suicide Prevention Coalition.
Admission is free for UT students,
faculty, staff and community members.
Participants can park in lot 18.
The event is sponsored by the Office of
Recreation.
For more information, contact the
Office of Recreation at 419.530.3700 or
utreccenter@utoledo.edu.

Moukarbel

use of medications, and aggressive riskreduction therapies.
Before patients are discharged, UTMC
educates them on managing their overall
health and arranges a follow-up visit.
“Our next goal is to achieve gold
status,” Moukarbel said. “Our work is not
done, but this silver status shows that we
are continually trying to better ourselves so
we can better the outcomes for our patients.
Everything we do at UTMC is centered on
the patient.”

In memoriam
Ruby I. Murray,Toledo, a volunteer with the Satellites Auxiliary, died
Sept. 29 at age 78.
Edward C. Dixon, Monroe, Mich., a stationary engineer at MCO from
1980 to 1999, died Oct. 15 at age 77.

Be prepared

Logan Walker, a student in the College
of Nursing, right, prepared to give flu
shots to, from left, Dr. Carl Sirio, chief
operating officer and chief medical and
clinical officer for UT Medical Center;
Samuel McCrimmon, vice president for
advancement; and President Sharon L.
Gaber.The free flu shot is required for all
doctors, faculty, staff, students, healthcare workers and volunteers who are
in patient care areas. Flu shots also are
being offered on Main Campus, where
the immunization is not required but
highly encouraged. For more information
and a schedule, go to utoledo.edu/
fluprep.
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University Teaching Center offers
support for faculty
By Samantha Watson

T

Course Design Institute reinvigorates,
connects faculty
By Samantha Watson

hough the University Teaching
Center has only been around for two
years, it’s had a big impact on UT faculty.
Last year, attendance numbers
exceeded 500 for the various sessions and
opportunities available through the center.
“We were really pleased with that
for our first full year of operation,” said
Dr. Connie Shriner, vice provost for
assessment and faculty development.
Going forward, the University
Teaching Center is taking this momentum
to continue current programs as well as
introduce new ones. Right now, the center
located in University Hall Room 5120
offers resources for faculty to help them in
a variety of ways.
“I think the existence of the
University Teaching Center is evidence
of the support of the Provost’s Office for
teaching and for teachers,” Shriner said.
“The office wants to provide resources for
faculty.”
Throughout the year, the center
hosts both webinars and seminars that
are open to all faculty members. These
include TECHTALKS, which are small
seminars based on integrating technology
into the classroom to create interactive
environments for students.
They also discuss how technology
can sometimes get in the way of teaching,
so it should be used wisely.

“Technology is not the means to an
end, it’s not the end goal,” said Vincent
Rocha, director of the University Teaching
Center. “It’s a tool used to help with the
learning objectives they have for their
classes.”
The center also subscribes to Monday
Morning Mentor, a 20-minute program
that gets sent out once a week and
discusses topics like teaching, assessment,
classroom management and more.
Another resource for faculty is the
center’s Student Observer Program.
Faculty members can apply to have a
student sit in on their class and evaluate
their teaching, the atmosphere of the
classroom and more. Each student is
trained and is not originally part of the
professor’s class.
Faculty also can use the center to
produce videos for their classroom to help
supplement their teaching materials. The
center offers a green screen, equipment
and expertise to produce high-quality
videos for faculty.
There are countless other resources
available for faculty through the
University Teaching Center. For more
information, visit utoledo.edu/offices/
provost/utc.

O

ver the summer, faculty members at
The University of Toledo were given
the chance to take a step back and re-evaluate
their courses, and more than 20 took the
opportunity.
They participated in the Course Design
Institute, a professional development
workshop for faculty interested in creating a
new course or re-designing an existing one.
Over the summer, the University Teaching
Center hosted two different workshops with
12 faculty members in June and July.
One of the participants, Dr. Michael
Weintraub, had nothing but good things to say
about the program.
“It really helped to cement some of the
principles of good teaching,” said Weintraub,
an associate professor of soil ecology in the
Department of Environmental Sciences. “The
biggest thing I got out of the Course Design
Institute was not a single moment, but more
of a permanent shift in my perspective and a
broader view of how to teach effectively.”
Those who participated in the program
met each day from 9 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. for a
week. They discussed what they wanted to
teach and how they wanted to teach, as well
as what best practices existed.
“The goal is to have faculty take some
time out and really think about a particular
course that they want to do something new
with,” said Dr. Connie Shriner, vice provost

for assessment and faculty development.
“Take some time for planning and revisions in
order for them to improve the quality of what
they’re providing for students.”
Since the workshop, Weintraub said he’s
already made changes to his course based
on what he learned. The whole cohort plans
to meet later this semester to discuss what
changes they’ve made or plan to make.
One of the best parts of the program,
according to both Weintraub and Shriner, was
the chance for faculty to work with people
they may not ordinarily collaborate with.
“It’s not that often that we have the
opportunity to spend a lot of time interacting
with our colleagues from other departments
and colleges,” Weintraub said. “It was nice
to hear different perspectives and approaches
from people who teach different subjects and
work with different student groups than I do.”
The University Teaching Center plans
to offer more workshops next summer, and
faculty who wish to participate can find
additional information and apply at utoledo.
edu/offices/provost/utc.
“I encourage other faculty members
to take advantage of this great professional
development opportunity,” Weintraub said.
“I think the more training we get, the more
effective we can be in the classroom and the
more efficient we can be with our teaching
as well.”

Quiet moment
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Morgan Martin took a study break on Centennial Mall last month.
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Award-winning novelist to speak Oct. 30
By Cassandra DeYoung

B

ruce Holsinger, an award-winning historical fiction,
crime and mystery novelist and literary scholar, will
speak during “An Evening of Historical Fiction” Friday,
Oct. 30 at 5:30 p.m. in Libbey Hall.
The free, public event will feature a question-and-answer
session moderated by Dr. Ben Stroud, assistant professor
of English in the UT College
of Languages, Literature and
Social Sciences, with a book
signing and reception.
“This is a great way to be
introduced to a new author you
might not have heard about
before,” said Dr. Christina
M. Fitzgerald, UT professor
of English and director of the
Humanities Institute.
Holsinger new novel,
Holsinger
The Invention of Fire, has
received starred reviews in Publisher’s Weekly and Library
Journal and was named an Amazon Book of the Month in
April. It is set in medieval London when gun violence in the
Western world begins to emerge in society for the first time
and follows John Gower, the protagonist, as he investigates
the killings caused by a new and terrifying weapon called
“handgonnes.”

“Even though [Holsinger] writes about the past, the
significance of handgonnes’ to the plot of his current book
is very timely,” Fitzgerald said. “Sometimes the study of the
past or the creative presentation of it can speak to our own
day and age in prescient and important ways, and I think
that’s true of Holsinger’s latest book.”
Additionally, Holsinger teaches courses on medieval and
modern literature at the University of Virginia, and has taught
historical fiction in a massive open online course called
Plagues, Witches and War: The Worlds of Historical Fiction.
The event is hosted by the Humanities Institute in the
College of Languages, Literature and Social Sciences. It
seeks to sustain the work of humanities scholars at UT and
to spread knowledge and expertise to a larger community of
learners both inside and outside the University.
“The Humanities Institute promotes all of the disciplines
in the humanities,” Fitzgerald said. “Our events this year
have been cross-disciplinary with an underlining theme in
history.”
For more information on Holsinger and his work, visit
bruceholsinger.com.
For more information on the Humanities Institute, visit
utoledo.edu/llss/humanities.

Haunted house to materialize on Main Campus Oct. 28
By Cassandra DeYoung

A

haunted house will rise up in the Flatlands
Wednesday, Oct. 28, from 8 to 11 p.m.
“The main attraction will be the haunted house,
which will be built like a legit haunted house with a
metal framework structure,” said Mikaela Kucera,
UT biology student and director of traditions in
Campus Activities and Programming. “It will have
five different rooms students can go through and will
include various safety exits throughout the building.”
A liability waver must be signed, and students
must receive a wristband before entering the Haunted
House.
Additional activities at the free, public event
will include pumpkin tic-tac-toe, witch hat ring toss,
pumpkin painting and a doughnut-eating contest while
supplies last.
“Not a lot of people have the funds or transportation to
go to haunted houses in the area or Halloweekends at Cedar
Point, and what Campus Activities and Programming does is
provide collegiate experiences for students like Halloween
festivities on campus so they can still participate and have
these experiences,” Kucera said. “Plus, this is a great free
event to start your Halloween weekend.”
Students will receive a ticket at each activity they
participate in, excluding the pumpkin painting and doughnuteating contest; the tickets can be entered to win a Campus
Activities and Programming prize pack.

Submissions sought for
International Education
Week Photo Contest
By Cathy Zimmer

T

he UT Community is invited to celebrate International
Education Week by entering a photo contest.
Photos shot overseas or domestic photos of
international events will be accepted.
There will be a category for students and a category
for faculty and staff.
Photos must be submitted by 5 p.m. Sunday, Nov. 8.
“We believe the international photo contest is a
great way to engage the UT community in International
Education Week and highlight our students’ and colleagues’
international experiences,” said Brad Gosche, education
abroad adviser in the Center for International Studies
and Programs. “Submitting a photo is easy; just email a
high-quality photo to eduabroad@utoledo.edu. Note in
the subject line Photo Contest.’ Attach your photo and
provide your name, college/department, location and date
photo was taken. Students also should share their major and
expected graduation year.”
Submitted photos will be displayed in the Student
Union Tom Trimble Lounge from Wednesday Nov. 11,
through Friday, Nov. 20.
“The campus community is encouraged to submit a
vote for their favorite student and/or faculty or staff photo,”
Gosche added. “Ballots can be picked up and submitted
at the Student Union Ask Rocky Information Desk, Room
2525A.”
Winners will receive two movie tickets.
For more information and details on how to submit
photos, visit utoledo.edu/cisp/iew.

Satellites to hold sale
Oct. 28-30

S

The event is sponsored by Campus Activities and
Programming, an organization controlled and governed by
students to meet the needs of the student body and University
community. It provides entertainment, social and educational
programming to fulfill the collegiate experience of UT
students.
If it rains, the event will be held in the Student
Recreation Center.
For more information, email Kucera at mikaela.kucera@
rockets.utoledo.edu.
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top by the Satellites Auxiliary’s book fair this week.
Check out books, tablets, Bluetooth devices, portable
speakers and power, earbuds, and more.
Prices are 30 percent to 70 percent off retail prices.
The sale will take place in UT Medical Center’s Four
Seasons Bistro Atrium Wednesdsay, Oct. 28, from 10 a.m.
to 5 p.m.; Thursday, Oct. 29, from 5:30 a.m. to 6 p.m.; and
Friday, Oct. 30, from 5:30 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Cash, check, credit cards and payroll deduction will
be accepted.
A portion of the proceeds will benefit scholarships.
The Satellites Auxiliary is a group designed to promote
education, research and service programs; provide support
of patient programs in accordance with the needs and
approval of administration; conduct fundraising events; and
provide volunteer services.
For more information on the sale, contact
Lynn Brand, president of the Satellites, at lynn.brand@
utoledo.edu.

