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Policy statement

Specific planning processes and organizational criteria must be followed to identify and
resolve all conflicts of interest for a continuing medical education (CME) activity
approved for AMA PRA Category 1 credit.

Purpose of policy

To ensure compliance with the ACCME Standards for Integrity and Independence in
Accredited Continuing Education, the University of Toledo Office of Continuing Medical
Education (UT-CME) is committed to maintaining the integrity, independence, balance,
and scientific rigor of all certified educational activities. In support of this commitment,
UT-CME requires that all content and associated materials be free from the control or
influence of ineligible companies (formerly known as commercial interests).

To promote transparency and mitigate potential bias, all individuals in a position to

control the content of a CME activity must disclose any relevant financial relationships
with ineligible companies that occurred within the 24 months preceding the activity.

Procedure

(1) Independence from Commercial Influence

All aspects of CME activities designated for AMA PRA Category 1 Credit™ must be
developed and implemented free from the control or influence of ineligible (proprietary)
companies. This includes the planning, design, delivery, and evaluation of the activity.
The following criteria must be upheld to ensure content integrity:



a) Recommendations related to clinical care must be based on evidence that
is generally accepted within the medical community.

b) Presentations must offer a balanced and objective view of all reasonable
therapeutic options.

c) Scientific research referenced to support patient care recommendations
must adhere to widely accepted standards of study design, data collection,
and analysis.

d) Faculty should use generic names to support impartiality in the discussion
of therapeutic options.

e) Iftrade names are used, the presenter must refer to products from multiple
companies rather than highlighting those of a single manufacturer or
supporter.

f) When discussing off-label use of a commercial product or investigational
agents not yet approved by the FDA, faculty must clearly disclose that the
product is either not approved for the discussed use or is still
investigational.

2. Disclosure of Financial Relationships
All individuals in a position to control the content of a CME activity are required to
complete a University of Toledo CME Disclosure Form at the time of submitting the
CME credit application. This includes course directors, faculty, content developers,
planners, and reviewers.

a) Disclosure must include: the individual’s name, the name(s) of ineligible
company(ies), and the nature of the financial relationship(s).

b) If no relevant financial relationships exist, learners must be informed that the
individual has nothing to disclose.

c) All relevant disclosures must be communicated to learners prior to the start of
the educational activity.

3. Review and Conflict Mitigation
Disclosure forms will be reviewed by a designated CME committee member or the
activity director to determine if any disclosed financial relationships are relevant to the
content and could pose a conflict of interest.

(a) If a conflict is identified, it must be resolved in accordance with ACCME’s
procedures for mitigation prior to the individual's participation in the activity.

(b) Planning committees are expected to follow the ACCME’s standard procedural
flow chart for identifying and resolving conflicts of interest.
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