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(A) Policy Statement 
 
Radioactive contamination of the occupational environment, as defined by the Ohio Department of Health-Bureau of 
Radiation Protection (ODH-BRP) and or the Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) shall be decontaminated and 
monitored to insure minimal radiation exposure to patients, visitors, and personnel. 
 
(B) Purpose of Policy   
  
Establish proper guidelines for decontaminating, monitoring, and recording of radioactive contamination of the 
occupational environment including patients, visitors, and personnel. 
 
(C)  Procedure  
 
1. Minor Contamination 

a. Identify the area and/or persons that may be contaminated and isolate. 
b. Contain the spread of the contamination by using disposable, absorbent towels.  Affected persons should wash 

and towel dry. 
c. Survey the area and personnel for contamination with a Geiger-Mueller survey meter. Contamination levels 

must be below 200 dpm/100cm2. 
d. Clean up the contamination by using disposable gloves and towels; insert all contaminated materials into a 

plastic bag that is labeled as containing radioactive contaminated materials with the date, type, and survey meter 
reading. Dispose according to proper guidelines. 

e. Report incident to the Radiation Safety Office. 
f. Decontamination will be performed according to ODH-BRP and NRC guidelines, UTMC and Heart and 

Vascular Center policies. 
g. All records will be kept in logbooks or computer files according to ODH-BRP and NRC regulations. 

 
2. Major Contamination 

a. Identify the area and/or persons that may be contaminated and isolate.  Any persons not affected should vacate 
the area immediately. 

b. Contain the spread of contamination by covering with absorbent paper.  Do not attempt decontamination.  
Confine the movements of those persons who may be contaminated. Contaminated clothing should be removed 
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and stored for further evaluation. Flush the affected skin thoroughly and then wash with mild soap 
and lukewarm water.   If necessary, use the eye wash located in room #1169. 

c. Shield the source of contamination if possible but only if it can be done without further contamination or 
radiation exposure. 

d. Secure the area to prevent entry. 
e. Notify the Radiation Safety Office as soon as possible. 
f. Decontamination will be performed according to ODH-BRP and NRC guidelines, UTMC and Heart and 

Vascular Center policies. 
g. All records will be kept in logbooks or computer files according to ODH-BRP and NRC regulations. 
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