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Guideline Statement:  Registered Nurses (RNs) and Advanced Practice Nurses providing direct oncology 
care within the accredited cancer program must meet one of the following: 

 
• Maintain current cancer-specific certification in their specialty from an accredited 

certification program and/or maintain the ONS Chemo provider card.  
 

• The practitioner must also complete a minimum of 18 cancer-related Nursing Continuing 
Professional Development (NCPD) contact hours during each accreditation cycle, in 
accordance with the Commission on Cancer Standard 4.2. 

 
This Guideline applies to nurses in medical oncology who administer chemotherapy, nurses in 
radiation oncology, nurse navigators, and nurses in the cancer center or cancer clinic at the 
University of Toledo Medical Center. 

(A) Purpose of Guideline 
To assure that RN’s administering antineoplastic chemotherapeutic medications and biotherapy 
agents are competent and safe in their actions. 

(B) Procedure 
1.  In order to meet the qualifications to administer I.V. antineoplastic chemotherapy the nurse must: 

• Hold current Ohio licensure as a RN. 

• Successfully complete the hospital orientation program. 

• Hold current BLS (Basic Life Support) certification. 

• Successfully complete an Oncology Nursing Society (ONS) Chemotherapy and Biotherapy 
Course. 
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• Demonstrate competency in chemotherapy administration on an annual basis, through 

participation in continuing education offerings and periodic peer review. It is also required 
that each nurse maintain the ONS chemotherapy provider card current (renewable every 2 
years). In addition, RN’s who administer chemotherapy must obtain 6 oncology focused 
continuing education units (CEU) per year or a total of 18 hours over a three-year 
accreditation cycle to meet Commission of Cancer requirements. 

• In alignment with Standard 4.2 of the Commission on Cancer, any nurse providing direct 
oncology care including but not limited to those in radiation oncology, navigation, and 
cancer clinics must either: 

• Maintain active oncology nursing certification (e.g., OCN®, CBCN®, AOCNP®, AOCN®,  
BMTCN®, etc.);  

AND/OR 

• Complete the ONS chemotherapy provider card and complete 18 cancer-related NCPD 
contact hours every three years. 

 Qualifications for Nurses in Radiation Oncology, Cancer Navigation, and Cancer Center/Clinic:  

1. RNs or APRNs who do not administer chemotherapy but provide direct oncology care in these 
roles must meet the same qualifications described in Section 1E, including cancer-specific 
certification or completion of 18 cancer-related continuing education hours per accreditation 
cycle. 

2. RN’s who have completed a course on Chemotherapy Administration at other institutions may 
meet hospital requirements provided they present evidence that the program they attended 
met was an ONS Chemotherapy and Biotherapy Course and course met the objectives of this 
hospital’s program. 

AND/OR 

• Complete the ONS chemotherapy provider card and complete 18 cancer-related NCPD 
contact hours every three years. 
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