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(A) Policy statement

The POH and PACU will provide on-call staff for the care of patients who require
admittance to the POH/PACU beyond regular working hours.

(B) Purpose of policy

To acquaint surgical services staff and house supervisors with the routine for requesting
after-hour coverage of the POH/PACU.

(C) Procedure

(1) Presently, POH/PACU staff are available on call to pre-op and recover surgical
patients Friday 11pm-7am, Saturday 7pm-11:59pm and Sunday 12am-11pm.

(2) The on-call POH/PACU RN’s may be called to complete pre-operative assessments
on all surgery patients with the exception of Class X and 1A cases.

(3) Pre-op call staff will be given one hour for arrival time when being called in.

(4) If surgery is estimated at 2 hours or more, staff may have the option to stay or
leave with the understanding that they will be called back in for the patient’s post- 
op care and/or other pre-op assessments.  This decision will be made at the
discretion of the anesthesiologist on duty.  The nurse will be given one hour for
arrival time when being called back in.
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(5) The decision to bring in on-call staff lies solely with the attending anesthesiologist.
Once the decision has been made, the hospital operator should be notified to call
staff in. The on-call POH/PACU RN’s will be called in one hour prior to expected
arrival time.

(6) For kidney transplant work-up patients only, POH/PACU will be notified by the
house supervisor of the need to report to work.

(7) The on-call POH/PACU care team will consist of 2 RN’s. The ideal is that two
POH/PACU nurses will be present in the PACU whenever a patient is recovering.
In the event one PACU nurse is not available, the position is that two licensed
nurses, one of whom is a registered nurse competent in PACU nursing, be present
during recovery.

(8) When a patient is to enter the PACU beyond the hours of routine staffing, the
anesthesiologist will notify the OR circulating RN to request that the hospital
operator contact the on-call POH/ PACU staff.  The call should be made one hour
prior to the estimated time of patient arrival to the unit.  After recovering the
patient and prior to leaving, the POH/PACU nurses must check with the attending
anesthesiologist to see if there are other surgical cases pending.

(9) If the on-call staff is not notified in sufficient time for them to be present in the
PACU when the patient is ready for admission, it is the anesthesiologist’s
responsibility to attend to the patient until the PACU on-call team arrives.

(10) Benefits and compensation for POH/PACU call will be those described in the UTMC
personnel policy manual.

(11) If the responsible on-call nurse cannot be contacted, the house supervisor will
take appropriate action and notify the nurse manager for the unit.

(12) Failure to respond or report for on-call responsibilities will be considered a no call
/no show occurrence, which is subject to progressive discipline up to and including
termination.
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