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(A) Policy statement 

All patients will be free of items that could potentially be used in impulsive, unsafe 
behaviors. 
 

(B) Purpose of policy  

To ensure the safety of all patients and staff by securing potentially dangerous 
objects. 
 

(C) Procedure 

(1) Staff will assess each patient on admission for body piercings.  Staff will 
note obvious piercings (ear, nose, eyebrow, tongue, lip, etc.) and will ask 
both patient and patient’s guardian if there are any additional piercings 
which are covered by clothing and not obviously visible. 

 
(2) Staff will inform patient that jewelry, including body piercings of any kind, 

is not permitted.  
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(3) Staff will request that all body piercing jewelry be removed and sent home 

with parent/guardian. If not able to send body piercing jewelry home, it 
will be secured in locked cabinet and sent home at the next available 
opportunity. 

 
(4) Staff will document in the EMR all body piercings and whether body 

piercing jewelry was secured in locked cabinet or sent home with 
parent/guardian. 

 
(5) If the patient refuses to remove body piercings: 

 
(a) Staff will document patient’s refusal in the EMR, and on the 

whiteboard. 
(b) Staff will report patient’s refusal to the next shift through shift-to-

shift report. 
(c) Staff will continue to request that patient remove all body piercings 

each shift, if awake, and will document patient’s refusal or 
compliance with request. 

(d) As long as patient refuses to remove body piercings, patient may 
be placed on nursing close observation or suicide/runaway 
precautions. 

 
(6) If the patient has a subdermal implant, transdermal implant, microdermal 

implant or skin diver, he/she may remain on nursing close observation or 
suicide/runaway precautions throughout length of stay. 
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