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(A) Policy statement 

Procedures for the operation of the blood gas laboratory in the event the electronic medical record (EMR) is 
down or if the hospital is under a “Code Copper” alert. 

 
(B) Purpose of policy  

To assure all personnel know how to process and record blood gas samples during computer outages. 
 
(C) Procedure 

1. Specimens that arrive in the blood gas lab will be labeled in accordance with policy 3364-136-CBGL-04.  
That information provided, along with a number assigned to that sample, and identified in the analyzer, 
will be recorded legibly on the results slip. 

2. The results will then be called to a licensed health care worker assigned to the unit where the patient is 
bedded.  The name of the person receiving the information will be recorded on the results slip. 

The results slips will be kept neatly ordered, labeled and in a conspicuous place in the lab. A 
qualified/designated respiratory care practitioner (RCP) will use this information when the EMR has 
returned to working order, to assign accession numbers to the results. The Technical Consultants (TC) 
are responsible for changing the accession number in the GEM. After these changes are made, results are 
automatically sent to EMR. Once the sample is verified in the EMR, the TC will release the sample per 
policy 3364-136-CBGL-06.  Manually entered samples will be verified in the EMR once fully 
functional. In the event critical values are processed during the downtime, the RCP running the sample 
will follow policy 3364-136-CBGL-07. 
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