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(A) Policy Statement 

The Sterile Processing Department will respond appropriately in the event of a planned or unplanned 
utility shutdown, utilities being electric, water, or communications  
 
(B) Purpose of Policy   

To maintain departmental operations in the safest manner possible to provide safe patient care support 
to clinical areas of the hospital.   
 
(C) Procedure  

1. Planned Utility Interruption  
 

a. Facilities Maintenance will notify the Sterile Processing Department as early as possible of an 
impending, planned utility interruption.  

b. The department will recommend where possible a shutdown time which coincides with a 
department slow period, usually between the hours of midnight and 7 A.M.  To the extent 
possible Sterile Processing Department will plan its workload accordingly.  

c. When a conflict becomes unavoidable, Sterile Processing Department will make arrangements 
with other local healthcare facilities and or vendors to provide help in sterilization, supplies or 
equipment. 

d. Arrangements will be made with facilities maintenance to obtain water and portable lighting if 
necessary.  

 
2. Unplanned Utility Failure  
 

a. The Manager or Shift Supervisor or designated person will:  
1) Determine extent of need and notify Facilities maintenance at ext. 383-5353.  
2) Steam: Arrange with other hospitals to sterilize goods.  
3) Water: Arrange with Facilities Maintenance to supply water if possible.  
4) Electric: Arrange with Facilities maintenance to supply electric power where possible. 

b. Personnel will remain at their stations to perform all duties possible and stand by for further 
instructions from management. 
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