
STUDENT RESOURCE I: Primary Document Journal Response 
 
Read this diary entry of Henry Keiser of the 96th Pennsylvania Regiment and highlight (or underline) any 
references to relative location and direction. 
 
Journal Entry: 
 
Henry Keiser, of the 96th Pennsylvania Regiment Diary Entry - July 2, 1863 
 
Instead of turning to the left last night, we should have turned to the right, and by the time we were 
fairly started on the right road, it was daylight. At 8:30 this morning we crossed the line into 
Pennsylvania, and at 10 A.M. we passed through Littlestown. The civilians along the line of march 
could not do enough for us. Most every household standing ready with water buckets dealing out 
water to the boys as we marched along, and the Stars and Stripes hanging out in all directions. It 
made us feel as if we were home once more, and the citizens of Southern Pennsylvania, through 
their kindness to the soldiers have put now life into us. 
 
Can hear heavy canonading ahead all day. At five O'clock this evening we arrived [place name 
removed]. Very heavy firing to our left at 5 o'clock. 
 
At six this evening we filed left, marched some distance, when we formed a line of battle on a knoll 
and in some underbrush. Our troops gave way and the Rebs drove our men. The Penna. Reserves, 
forming on our front, counter charged the Rebs our line following up sharp. The enemy was driven 
back and we regained the ground lost a short time before. We halted in a hollow behind a stone 
fence, having marched, since last evening, thirty two miles. 
 
At the time we formed a battle line, I threw my knapsack, being too tired to carry it into a charge, 
but after advancing a short distance the regiment was halted and the men unslung knapsacks and 
had guards placed over them. 
 
As we were going in, General Sickles was carried past on a stretcher. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Source:  http://www.totalgettysburg.com/henry-keiser-diary.html 


