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CI 5110: Developing Instruction for Middle Grades 4-5 Literacy and 
Social Studies 

The University of Toledo 
Curriculum & Instruction 4th/5th Grade Endorsement 

 
 

Name:   Tony Sanchez 
  Eric Pilcher 
Email:   tony.sanchez@utoledo.edu 
  eric.pilcher@utoledo.edu  
Office Hours:      TBA  
Office Location:  2000HH Gillham Hall 
  2000BB Gillham Hall  
Instructor Phone: 419.530.4347; 419.530.5432 

Offered:     Summer 2018 
Class Location:  4540 University Hall 
                                
Class Day/Time:   M & W, 4:15 p.m.-7:30 p.m. 
 
                                
 
Credit Hours:  3 hours

 CATALOG/COURSE DESCRIPTION: 

A course in pedagogy and content for pre-service teachers currently working on Ohio’s Early 
Childhood PK-3 licensure program and licensed teachers who have completed Ohio’s Early 
Childhood PK-3 licensure program and are seeking to extend their license to be eligible to teach 
all content in grades four and five. The course will focus on the English language arts and social 
studies as outlined in the Ohio Academic Content Standards.  

COURSE STATEMENT: 
This is one of three required courses, along with successful completion of the associated Praxis II 
exam, Test 0014, Elementary Education Content Knowledge, that leads to completion of Early 
Childhood Generalist Endorsement for Grades 4-5. This course will focus on the pedagogy and 
content associated with grades 4-5 the English language arts and social studies instruction. Half of 
the course will focus on teaching and learning the English language arts and half will focus on 
teaching and learning social studies. Across both contents there will be a strong focus on the role 
of oral, written and spoken discourse in learning and how teachers design discourse-rich learning 
environments. Course activities are designed to build on previous general methodology and 
coursework in English language arts and social studies content and methods that was part of the 
Early Childhood PK-3 License. 
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES: 
• Understand the English Language Arts content associated with grades 4-5 language arts instruction 
and its relationship to the Common Core Standards for the English Language Arts; 
• Learn methods for teaching that support development of language arts content and processes 
through an instructional environment that is rich in oral, written and spoken discourse; and 
• Become familiar with performance-based assessments associated with teaching and learning of 
grades 4-5 language arts content and processes. 
SOCIAL STUDIES STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES: 
• Understand the social studies content associated with grades 4-5 social studies instruction and its 
relationship to the Ohio Academic Content Standards for Social Studies; 
• Learn methods for teaching that support development of social studies content and process through 
an instructional environment that is rich in oral, written and spoken discourse; and 
• Become familiar with performance-based assessments associated with teaching and learning of 
grades 4-5 social studies content and processes. 
 
PREREQUISITES AND COREQUISITES: 
Early Childhood PK-3 Licensure 

REQUIRED INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS (TEXTS AND ANCILLARY MATERIALS): 
Ohio Academic Content Standards for Social Studies 
National Curriculum Standards for Social Studies 
 

COURSE EXPECTATIONS: 
1. The culminating project for this course is the construction of a UNIT PLAN comprised of 

5 or more daily lessons, each to follow the prescribed format.  The topic is your choice but 
must obviously be geared toward specific topics as per the content standards for either 4th 
or 5th grade social studies.  Please do not use a test, student research, or a review session as 
one of the lessons.  You may, of course, include these, but they are to be in addition to the 
requisite minimum of 5 lessons. 

2. Students are expected to have a serious commitment to attending all scheduled classes 
AND to be on time, especially since there are so few of them.  Effective teachers 
demonstrate these traits, which are a foundation to responsibility in their own classrooms.  
Each absence or late arrival will result in a 5-point deduction from the final point total.  I 
need you here and on time. 

3. Student participation in class activities and discussion is a given.  
4. NO LATE WORK WILL BE ACCEPTED. 

 
OVERVEW OF COURSE GRADE ASSIGNMENT:  
Course Evaluation: 
 Social Studies Literacy 
Attendance/Punctuality -5 points for each 

absence/late arrival 
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Integrated Unit Plan 100 pts.                100 pts. 
Formative Assessments 
(HW, Quizzes, etc.) 

  

Culminating Experience   
Analysis of Video Teaching 
Episode 

  

Integrated lesson   
   
   

NOTE: Students must successfully complete requirements for BOTH content areas in order to receive an assigned 
grade for the course. 
 
Field Hours: 
A minimum of 50 documented hours in a 4th or 5th grade classroom (as assigned) is required in 
order to pass CI 5110 and CI 5120. 
 
Note: + and – grades will apply at approximately 7-point intervals within a given grade range. 
ACADEMIC SUPPORT SERVICES:  
Students needing special assistance/arrangements for effective completion of the course shall be 
provided same through the Office of Accessibility. 

 
PHILOSOPHY OF TEACHING (TEACHING METHODOLOGY): 
The course will include a variety of in-class formats to provoke thinking, analysis and discussion 
of the ideas and issues we will encounter in the readings and course activities.  The in-class 
activities will include small and large group discussion, lecture, individual reading and writing, 
and student presentations.  Students will be expected to have read and thought critically about the 
assigned readings as preparation for participation in both the small and whole-class discussions.  
Additionally it will be critical for students to attend to the assignments in a timely manner 
because the assignments have been designed to illustrate the concepts and ideas being read and 
discussed. 
 
REQUIRED INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS (TEXTS AND ANCILLARY MATERIALS): 

• Selected journal articles provided by course instructor  
• Common Core Standards for English Language Arts and Academic Content 

Standards, K-12 English Language Arts: Grades 4 & 5, Ohio Department of 
Education provided by course instructor on Blackboard. 
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UNIVERSITY POLICIES: 
 Policy Statement on Non-Discrimination on the basis of Disability (ADA)  
The University is an equal opportunity educational institution. Please read The University’s Policy 
Statement on Nondiscrimination on the Basis of Disability Americans with Disability Act Compliance. 
 
Academic Accommodations:  
The University of Toledo is committed to providing equal access to education for all students. If you have 
a documented disability or you believe you have a disability and would like information regarding 
academic accommodations/adjustments in this course please contact the Student Disability Services 
Office. 

ACADEMIC SUPPORT SERVICES  
Students needing special assistance/arrangements for effective completion of the course shall be provided same 
through the Office of Accessibility. 

COURSE EXPECTATIONS 
 
Quality Work 
 
The written work that you hand in should be quality work, both in its content and form.  The 
content of your written work should reflect your careful and thoughtful consideration of the ideas 
we are exploring in the various readings and activities that we use – and you can refer to these, 
and by all means to prior readings and experiences, where this serves to support your ideas.  As 
teachers we need to be able to articulate reasons for what we do and justify the claims and 
assertions we make about children, curriculum, and teaching to our students, their parents, other 
teachers, and administrators.  Therefore, you are expected to use descriptions (including specific 
quotes), examples, copies of children's writings or drawings, or vignettes to support claims that 
you make about a child's learning, or a piece of curriculum. This does not mean you need to write 
pages and pages and pages for these assignments, but it does mean you should carefully craft 
what you write - be clear, succinct, and specifically support what you say.  Your work should be 
typed, double-spaced, and presented in an edited format, that is, you have checked it for spelling 
and grammatical correctness. 
 
Late Assignments 
Papers not submitted on their due date will not be accepted for any reason. If you will be unable 
to submit an assifgnment on time, please make arrangements with the instructor prior to the 
assignment due date. Under certain circumstances, an “I” or Incomplete, or “PR” or Progress, 
designation is also an option. 
 

OVERVEW OF COURSE GRADE ASSIGNMENT: 
Preparation, Attendance and Participation 
An important aspect of any classroom learning community is the active engagement of students 
and teachers around worthwhile content.  Your contributions to class discussions and activities 
are essential to your learning as well as to the health and learning of our own classroom 
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community.  It is your responsibility to be prepared to be an active participant in class sessions 
by having completed the assigned readings and related written assignments prior to class.  
Additionally you will be expected to be an active class participant by raising relevant questions, 
making contributions that promote discussion, being sensitive to eliciting the ideas of others in the 
class, and actively engaging in small group work.  Attendance and participation will contribute 10 
points to your final grade for each class (60 pts total). Arriving late, leaving early, and/or lack of 
participation will result in a loss of points for that day. 
 
Educational Website Presentation 
Each student will be provided a popular and helpful educational website. After familiarizing 
yourself with the navigational features and resources available on the site, you will act as a tour 
guide for the rest of your classmates, helping them understand the many free for educators 
available online. Additionally, you are expected to find at least one resource n the website that 
deals with Book Club, Literature Circles, or any other collaborative reading, speaking, listening, 
and writing strategy. This will contribute 25 points to your overall grade. 
 
Literacy/Language Arts Multi-Genre Project (adapted) 
You will create an integrated literacy/language multi-genre project that you could use in a 
fourth/fifth grade classroom. We will talk together about the focus of this project.  You will be 
given a format to follow as well as a more detailed description of what this project must include.  
The due date for this project is TBA. This unit will contribute 300 points to your final course 
grade. 
 
Formative Assessments:  In-Class Writings 
Periodically, the course instructor will assign in-class writings that are to be completed during the 
class session they are assigned.  These may be related to articles you have read, class activities, 
class lectures, etc., and will serve as periodic checks for you on your progress.  These writings 
will be graded on the completeness and thoughtfulness of your response, and taken together will 
contribute 50 points to your final course grade. 
 
Culminating Project Binder 
Each student will identify a set of instructional practices/lesson plans that they can use in a 
fourth/fifth grade classroom and create a binder (resource file) that details the practice, how it can 
be used in the classroom, the standards that it addresses, and related professional resources for the 
practice. This is an ongoing project that will be discussed, shared, checked, and reflected upon 
periodically through the six sessions. This unit will contribute 50 points to your final course 
grade. 
 
Useful Websites 

• Ohio State Board of Education’s Academic Content Standards for the English 
Language Arts: http://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/Topics/Academic-
Content-Standards/English/Grade-5-English-Model-Curriculum-030111.pdf.aspx 
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http://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/Topics/Academic-Content-
Standards/English/Grade-4-English-Model-Curriculum-030111.pdf.aspx 

• National Council of Teachers of English: http://www.ncte.org 
• International Reading Association: http://www.reading.org 

 

COURSE EVALUATION 
 

All Students Language Arts Due Date 
Website Presentation 25 points Session 2 
Attendance/Participation 60 points Ongoing 
Formative Assessments 50 points Ongoing 
Multi-Genre Project 300 points June __  
Culminating Experience Binder 50 points Ongoing 
Total 485 points  

 
NOTE: Students must successfully complete requirements for both content areas in order to receive an 
assigned grade for the course. 
 
Grading Scale: 

95-100 A 83-85 B- 76-79 C  70-72 D+ 62 or less F 
93-94 A- 86-89 B 73-75 C-  66-69 D  
90-92 B+ 80-82 C+  63-65 D- 

 
Grading Scale for both sections: 
200-180  A 
179-160  B 
159-140  C   
 
COURSE SCHEDULE: 

 
PLEASE NOTE:  This syllabus is subject to change due to unanticipated opportunities or conditions if the 
professor believes such changes are in the students’ best interests. 

TENTATIVE SCHEDULE SOCIAL STUDIES: 
 
CLASS:    TOPIC :    
1  Intro; What is Social Studies?  Strategy Power   
2  Disciplines; Scope & Sequence; Standards; Activities 
3  Nature of Learning; Concepts; Character   
4  Simulation Activity 
5  Activity    
6  Simulation Activity; UNIT DUE IN CLASS MAY 31st       
 
 
NOTE: The instructor reserves the right to change the topics or requirements if circumstances 
arise. 
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 Topics Readings  Assignments 
Session 1 Literacy in grades 4/5 

Standards 
State Testing 
Common Core Reading 
• Informational Text 
• Narrative Text 

 
 
 

Fourth Grade Slump Website review DUE: Session 2 

Session 2 Literacy resources online 
Book Clubs 
Literature Circles 
Book selection 
 
 
 

Book Club 
Small-group novel (TBA) 

Book Club presentation DUE: 
Session 3 

Session 3 Bloom’s Verbs 
Learning Pyramid 
Fluency Development 
Visual literacy 
 

Four Facets of 
Comprehension 

Multi-Genre theme DUE today 

Session 4 Writing Standards 
Writing to Learn 
Collaborative Writing 
Peer Review 
 

Making a Case  

Session 5 Speaking & Listening  
Socratic Discussions 
Gamification 
Oral presentations 
 
 

QAR Culminating Experience Binder 
DUE today 

Session 6 Feedback and 
Assessments 
Sharing 
 

 Multi Genre project due ______ 

 


