Graduate Program Proposal

ONLINE GRADUATE CERTIFICATE IN PATIENT ADVOCACY
The 12 semester credit graduate certificate program in Patient Advocacy is offered online and is designed to provide knowledge about contemporary legal and health care issues in the field of Patient Advocacy, thereby assisting individuals working with patients in today’s health care environment. 

The four course sequence is offered totally online in a program that can be completed in two semesters.  Courses are accessible “24/7” through distance education methods over the Internet.  At the end of the student’s program, a guided study will give them the opportunity to concentrate on areas related to Patient Advocacy that they would like to explore further.  
Upon completion of the program, learners will be prepared to:

· Appreciate the unique needs and legal rights of patients; 

· Understand the laws and legal issues related to Patient Advocates working in various health related professions;

· Develop an understanding of the history of health care and its development into our current health care system;
· Describe the legal, regulatory, and ethical matters Patient Advocates may face; 

· Understand medical ethics, ethics committees, and public health care policies; and 

· Develop and participate in a guided study on a focused Patient Advocacy related area.

Introduction to Patient Advocacy (LGL-6300, 3 credit hours)
Health and Aging (LGL-6400,  3 credit hours)
Legal Issues in Patient Advocacy (LGL-6500,  3 credit hours)
Guided Study in Patient Advocacy Topics (LGL-6600, 3 credit hours)
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