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(A) Policy Statement

All toys used in the Kobacker Center Lobby and Inpatient Unit shall meet certain specifications
relating to safety and infection control requirements.

(B) Purpose of Policy

To provide a safe play environment for any children brought to the Kobacker Center Lobby and
Inpatient Unit, all toys shall correspond to established criteria.

(C) Procedure

1. Prior to purchase, all toys for the inpatient unit shall be reviewed by the Nursing Director and all
toys for the lobby and outpatient areas shall be reviewed by the Departmental Administrator,
Psychiatry, to ensure toy characteristics meet specifications.

2. The admitting nurse will determine the appropriate toys brought from home by parents.

3. Specifications

a) unbreakable e) without sharp edges

b) washable f)  without small, removable parts (for young children)
c) lead-free g) non-sparking

d) allergen-free h) non-toxic.

i)  non-water retaining

4. Infection Control Reguirements

a) Children with communicable diseases shall use only their personal toys.
b) Any toys acquiring personal secretions shall be disinfected prior to continued use.

5. Toys will be disinfected by an approved solution as needed. Soap and water is acceptable.

6. Patients and care givers will wash hands prior to the session

7. Toys used during a therapy session will be placed in a bin to easily identify those used during the
course of the day.

8. Toys in the bin and the bin will be cleaned at the end of the day using the described method
before the next day.
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9. Toys in Activity/Waiting Areas should be kept to a minimum and be cleaned after use by children
with or suspected to have a communicable disease. Provide sanitizer wipes that can be used for
both skin and surfaces in the common area.

10. Toys (used as therapeutic medical equipment) would be considered a noncritical item, as they
only make contact with unbroken skin. Here the major requirement is prompt destruction of the
ordinary vegetative bacteria.

11. There are no published guidelines on toy cleaning in the hospital setting, but one can extrapolate
from experience with community and home care of children. A logical approach is to avoid high
risk toys, such as water-retaining toys, soft/stuffed toys, and others that are difficult to clean and
dry. Toys that have become contaminated with secretions should be washed thoroughly,
disinfected with a nontoxic, low level disinfectant (e.g., bleach 1:100); and air dried completely
between patients.
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