
T h e  U n i v e r s i T y  o f  T o l e d o U r b a n  a f f a i r s  c e n T e r





For more than 25 years, The University 
of Toledo Urban Affairs Center (UAC) 
has combined the expertise of 
University faculty and researchers with 
the insights of local business owners, 
citizens and community leaders to 
address key issues in the community.

The mission of the UAC is to enhance 
economic vitality and quality of life in 
Toledo and its metropolitan region by 
identifying challenges and facilitating 
solutions for neighborhood, urban and 
regional development.

Urban Affairs Center





�

Conducting research to inform public 
policy and program development.

Facilitating  community and 
economic development planning and 
implementation.

Publishing works that highlight the 
unique character of the Toledo region.

Providing technical assistance and  
development. 

Promoting civic dialogue and 
community engagement.

UAC’s services include:





�

Northwest Ohio Economic 
Research Collaborative – Industry 
Cluster Project
The UAC is working with the Regional 
Growth Partnership, the Toledo Port 
Authority, the City of Toledo, Lucas 
County, the Toledo Area Chamber of 
Commerce, BGSU Center for Regional 
Development and other regional 
economic development stakeholders 
to implement a cluster-based 
economic development strategy.

Survey Research Services 
The UAC works with clients to develop 
and conduct surveys to facilitate 
analysis and policy-making. The center 
develops an approach customized 
to serve the needs of clients, which 
include local governments, non-profit 
agencies, community organizations 
and researchers.

UAC Programs





�

Community Data Services
The UAC works with community 
organizations, local governments, 
researchers and others to develop 
data and information to meet specific 
needs. Employment and census data, 
and access to the over 28,000 data 
sets are available through the Inter-
University Consortium for Political and 
Social Research (ICPSR). Partnerships 
with UT Political Science and 
Geography and Planning departments 
enhance and expand the availability of 
community data, including spatial data.

UAC Press
The UAC Press publishes manuscripts 
that highlight and celebrate the unique 
identity of the region’s communities, 
institutions and individuals.

Discover Downtown Toledo Tours
The UAC and its partner, the Toledo 
Lucas County Public Library, conduct 
free tours of downtown Toledo during 
the summer months. Volunteer tour 
guides are trained in Toledo history 
and architecture.
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New Schools New Neighborhoods 
(NSNN)
The NSNN coalition is expanding on 
the Toledo Public Schools building 
program by leveraging additional 
investments to revitalize the 
neighborhoods surrounding the schools. 
The UAC helped form the NSNN 
coalition and continues to provide 
faculty and staff research and technical 
assistance to support the coalition.

City of Findlay, Ohio
The UAC conducted a community 
visioning and planning process for 
Findlay, Ohio. The process involved a 
broad group of stakeholders committed 
to transforming Findlay into a community 
of excellence and opportunity.

Recent Projects
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The Coalition to Access 
Technology and Networking in 
Toledo (CATNeT)
The UAC initiated CATNeT, which 
links community technology centers 
that provide technology and Internet 
access, training and assistance to 
traditionally underserved members of 
the community.

City of Toledo Payroll Tax 
Forecasting
The Toledo City Council has 
contracted with the UAC to provide 
payroll tax revenue forecasting. The 
forecasting model projects next 
quarter tax revenue with a high degree 
of accuracy, which has been lauded 
by national bond-rating professionals. 

Business Tax Base Analysis
Income tax collections from businesses 
have declined in Toledo since 1996. 
This analysis focused on identifying 
the factors that contribute to this trend 
and offered policy recommendations to 
address the situation. 
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1�

Fiscal Impact of Public Service 
Delivery in Lucas County
This study examined the effects of  
state and local fiscal policy and 
practices on services delivered to 
the incorporated and unincorporated 
areas of Lucas County.

Technical Assistance to the Walk 
Westgate and UpTown/Warehouse 
District Community Planning 
Projects
The UAC has provided support 
and technical assistance to these 
community-planning projects, which 
focus on developing and revitalizing 
commercial residential areas in ways 
that are consistent with state-of-the-
art urban design principles.

R
e

c
e

n
t 

P
ro

je
c

ts
 (

c
o

n
ti

n
u

e
d

)





1�

•  The City of Toledo 

•  Lucas County

•  The City of Findlay

•  The Hispanic Commission of Toledo  
and Adelante Inc.

•  The Hospital Council of Northwest  
Ohio

•  The Lucas Metropolitan Housing  
Authority

• The Ohio State Bar Foundation

• The Toledo Ballet Association

• Richfield Township & Village of 
Berkey

• Lagrange Development Corporation

• New Schools New Neighborhoods

• Local Initiatives Support Corporation

• Toledo School Board

UAC clients include:





1�

“The Urban Affairs Center did excellent 
work alongside the Center for 
Community Change on the joint project 
on transportation information systems 
called “Getting on Track.” Together, 
they built stronger local transportation 
equity organizations, established a 
benchmark for transparency in the 
planning process and made significant 
strides towards national public policy 
change that will affect billions of dollars 
and millions of people. The Urban Affairs 
Center of the University of Toledo is an 
invaluable asset, not just for Toledo but 
for the nation.”
Dave Beckwith, Executive Director 
The Needmor Fund

What People Are Saying  
About UAC
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Center continues to play a critical role 
in providing information for many 
policy leaders and public officials in 
our community. The research and 
reports provide practical information 
and practical measures for our 
community leaders to use in decision-
making matters.” 
State Senator Teresa Fedor

“The Urban Affairs Center is 
becoming the ‘go-to’ organization for 
direction and information on public 
policy. They played an important role 
in my transition to Mayor and have 
continued to play a vital role in the 
shaping of our community vision. We 
are very privileged to have such an 
organization available to Northwest 
Ohio communities.”
Anthony P. Iriti, Mayor
City of Findlay
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“The University of Toledo Urban Affairs 
Center has proven to be a critical 
portal to academic resources at UT. 
This is especially true for the New 
Schools New Neighborhoods (NSNN) 
initiative. The UAC’s efforts will result 
in critical data collection and analysis 
for the NSNN’s Learning Community 
model over a five to ten year time 
horizon. This will enable us to determine 
if transformational change is occurring 
around the new schools in our urban 
neighborhoods. The UAC is absolutely 
critical to the success of this effort.”
David M. Eddy, Vice President & 
Community Reinvestment Officer
National City Bank
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For more information about UAC services and programs,  
or to discuss how the UAC can help your agency or organization,  

please visit our website http://uac.utoledo.edu 
or contact us at 419-530-3591.



The UAC is pleased to announce  
a formal partnership with the  

BGSU Center for Regional Development (BGSU-CRD).  

This allows both centers to jointly address research and policy needs for our 
Northwestern Ohio Region. 

 
For more information about the BGSU-CRD please contact:   

http://www.centerforregionaldevelopment.com


