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DATE:  December 5, 2013 

SUBJECT: Guidelines for Single Housing of Social Animals 

The Guide states that “social animals should be housed in stable pairs or groups of compatible individuals 

unless they must be housed alone for experimental reasons or because of social incompatibility…If it is 

necessary to house animals singly…this arrangement should be for the shortest duration possible.” 

The following steps are necessary to comply with this requirement: 

1. Justification for singly housing animals must be included in the IACUC protocol. 

2. The cage card of an animal that is singly housed must be marked in such a way that the DLAR staff and 

inspectors can readily determine the reason for being singly housed. Various colored dots or labels are 

available from DLAR to identify the cages and reasons: 

 

a. A red dot indicates an aggressive or incompatible animal.         

 

b. A blue dot indicates a pregnant female.        

 

c. A green dot indicates an animal that recently had a procedure that requires a healing period.   

 

d. A measured Diet or Measured Water sticker indicates an animal whose food or intake is being 

monitored.   

 

 

 

 

e. An orange dot indicates a reason other than that noted above. A notation must be made on the card 

indicating the reason for being singly housed.   

 

3. Animals should be returned to social housing as appropriate. Attempts must be made periodically (i.e., 

weekly) to group house incompatible animals. Breeding females should be returned to group housing 

after pups are weaned unless they were bred again. Experimental animals should be returned to group 

housing upon recovery or completion of the procedure. 

4. The dots are removable and can be used several times. The labels can be covered with a blank label. 

Efforts should be made to utilize the dots and labels efficiently. 

5. If an animal is singly housed and the cage card is not labeled, DLAR will notify the Principal 

Investigator (PI) or their staff. The issue must be resolved within 24 hours. If not resolved, DLAR will 

take the appropriate action and recharge the PI. Repeated non-compliance will be reported to the 

IACUC. 
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