
Department of Criminal Justice Undergraduate Honors Program 
 

The Criminal Justice Honors program is for Criminal Justice students who are 
interested in the pursuit of excellence and a desire to improve themselves. Criminal 
justice students with high ability, initiative, and motivation will find the program both 
demanding and rewarding. The Criminal Justice Honors program is designed to help 
foster intellectual growth through challenging experiences. This intellectual growth 
should provide students with skills which will help them succeed in their career 
choices as well as graduate school. While the Criminal Justice Honors program is 
separate from the University Honors program, it is recommended that students who are 
eligible pursue both honors programs. All qualified Criminal Justice students are 
strongly encouraged to seek admittance to the Department of Criminal Justice honors 
program. 
 
 
Admission 
 
Qualified juniors and seniors may apply to the Department of Criminal Justice 
Undergraduate Honors Program. The admission requirements for entrance in the 
program are as follows: 
 
1) A minimum of 60 credit hours with an overall GPA of 3.20 
2) Criminal Justice as a major 
3) A minimum of 21 credit hours of completed Criminal Justice coursework with a 

GPA of 3.20 or higher for the Criminal Justice courses. 
 
 
Requirements for Completion 
 
For the honors program in the Department of Criminal Justice, an admitted student must 
successfully complete either option I or II. Both options require the successful 
completion of 9 designated credit hours. To successfully complete the Criminal Justice 
honors program, a graduating overall GPA of 3.20 is required, as well as a GPA of 3.20 
in all Criminal Justice courses. 
 
Option I 

 
Complete 6 credit hours of Criminal Justice courses which have been designated as a 
honors section by the Department Chair, and complete CRIM 4960, Senior Honors 
Thesis, for 3 credit hours. 

 
Option II 

 
Complete 6 credit hours of Criminal Justice courses which have been designated as a 
honors section by the Department Chair, and complete 3 credits of CRIM 4990, 



Independent Study. In addition, pass a comprehensive examination for honors students 
during the last semester before graduation. 

 
Before selecting either option, a student must meet with the faculty advisor for the 
Criminal Justice honors program. The honors advisor will work with the student in 
developing a quality educational experience which meets the needs of the student and the 
honors program. The honors advisor will inform the student which Criminal Justice 
courses have been designated as a honors section. In addition to normal course 
requirements, a designated Criminal Justice honors course will require outside the 
classroom meetings with the instructor, additional readings, and additional writing 
assignments. For students pursuing Option I, they must select a full-time Criminal Justice 
faculty member who is willing to supervise them before they can enroll in CRIM 4960, 
Senior Honors Thesis. The selected faculty member will ensure that all university 
regulations are met before the student pursues his/her research project. In addition, the 
faculty member will provide guidance for the student during the writing of the senior 
thesis, as well as providing a final grade for CRIM 4960. 
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