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Historical Sketch 

 

Since 1990, the organization founded December 10, 1920, by Toledo Rotarians 

Wilbur Owen, A. M. Tillinghast, Lewis F. Smead, Charles Feilbach, and Louis Kern has 

functioned as a Center for Independent Living (CIL). As such, it is a part of a network of 

centers federally mandated to serve its community through the provision of four core 

services: Advocacy, Independent Living Skills Training, Peer Support and Information 

and Referral. Over its 80-year history, it has also functioned, in accordance with the 

needs and conscience of society, as a convalescent home for children with disabilities, a 

polio and tuberculosis center, a hospital, a school and a social service agency. 

The Ability Center of Greater Toledo began its charter under the name Toledo 

Society for Crippled Children, and was known subsequently as Opportunity Home, 

Opportunity Kindergarten, and, prior to its present incarnation, Toledo Society for the 

Handicapped. 

These changes in name, philosophy and approach were driven by societal mores, 

treatments and terminology common to the time, community health needs, and attitudes 

toward people living with disabilities with regard to their assumed place in society. 

Born out of the national and international ñSociety for Crippled Childrenò 

movement founded by Edgar Allen in 1908-09, the Toledo Society for Crippled Children, 

was part of a broad, nationwide Rotarian mission to develop facilities to aid in the care 

and treatment of children living with disabilities. 

Presently, along with its education and empowerment of adults, The Ability 

Center of Greater Toledo continues the mission first defined by the initial group of 

Rotarians by operating Camp Cricket, a summer day camp for children living with and 

without disabilities, and by providing advocacy and support with Individual Education 

Plans (IEPs) to children, their families, and schools in the northwest Ohio area. 

The history of the Toledo Society for Crippled Children began thirteen years prior 

to its founding, on Memorial Day, 1907, with a tragedy in Elyria, Ohio. A streetcar 

accident injured 80, many with traumatic amputations, and claimed the lives of nine, 

among them Homer Allen, son of a prominent businessman and later Rotarian, Edgar 

Allen. When lack of proper hospital services led to the deaths of some of the victims, 

including Homer Allen, Edgar Allen began fundraising efforts to build Gates Memorial 

Hospital in Elyria in 1908. Later, upon realizing the lack of care available for children 

with disabilities statewide, he worked to establish the Ohio Society for Crippled Children, 

of which Toledo Society for Crippled Children was one of the first chapters. 



 

What follows is a transcript of a history written in May 1945 by the Crippled 

Childrenôs Committee of the Rotary Club of Toledo. As it is a recollection of the time 

and vernacular, and historic in it own right, it has not been altered.  

 

Opportunity Home:  Made Possible by Understanding People 

 

The Toledo Society for Crippled Children owes its inception to Toledo Rotary, 

which has the distinction of being one of the first clubs in the world to pioneer in aiding 

crippled children, begun in 1916. 

On November 19, 1920, Rotarians Charles Feilbach, Charles Hartmann and 

Wilber Owen were appointed a committee to draw articles of incorporation for a society 

to operate without profit for the benefit of crippled children. On December 10, 1920, The 

Toledo Society for Crippled Children was formed ñfor the purpose of charitable care and 

treatment of crippled or otherwise physically defective children and of adults requiring 

orthopedic treatment; to establish, conduct and maintain a home or hospital for said 

purposes; and to acquire, through donations and otherwise, and to won, all property and 

funds necessary or convenient therefore.ò  As trustees of the new Society, Wilber Owen, 

A.M. Tillinghast, Dr. Lewis F. Smead, Charles Feilbach and Louie Kern were elected (as 

original incorporators) with Dr. Burt G. Chollett and Edward R. Kelsey.  These trustees, 

on February 7, 1921, elected the following officers:  Charles Feilbach, president; Burt G. 

Chollett, vice-president; and A.M. Tillinghast, secretary and treasurer.  All were active 

members of Toledo Rotary.  

And thus came into being, and idea and ideal cherished by many thoughtful men 

and women of Toledo ï to aid and care for crippled children regardless of race, creed or 

color.  A total of 44 Rotarians had joined the Society and signed its membership roster by 

July 1, 1921. 

Rotarians Frank Mulholland and Ed Kelsey carried the message of the reasons for 

aiding crippled children throughout the country, and as a result many other Rotary Clubs 

became active participants in their communities. 

For the next six years, 1921 to 1926 inclusive, the movement to aid crippled 

children gained momentum steadily in Toledo.  The Society gained new members and 

friends, while the Rotary Club joined with the Board of Education in establishing the 

School for Crippled Children now known as the Charles Feilbach School.  But the 

proposed ñhome or hospitalò was still an unrealized goal, though the Society had been 

accumulating funds steadily for such a purpose.  

On May 1, 1927, Treasurer A.M. Tillinghast reported that its assets consisted of 

$17,311.60 in bonds, certificates and cash, and that it enjoyed the annual income from an 

additional $27,632.44 in bonds and savings accounts which were ñearmarkedò by the 

donors for the eventual use of the Society in acquiring a home or hospital. 

Due to the interest of Wm. S. Walbridge, an honorary member of Toledo Rotary, 

the Society was selected by the executors of the will of Edward D. Libbey to receive 

$50,000.00 from the Libbey estate.  On May 18, 1927, a check for $50,000.00 was turned 

over to the Society by Charles J. Wilcox, James C. Blair and Charles A. Schmettau, 

Executors. 



After many visits to other cities and considerable investigation of the problems 

involved in caring for youthful patients, the Society leased the property of the Old 

Ladiesô Home at Collingwood and Central Avenue.  Upon remodeling, this became the 

ñhospital and homeò for treating convalescent crippled children.  The opening of the 

Home on June 8, 1931 represented more than ten years of work and the co-operation of 

many individuals in and out of Rotary. 

The facilities of the first Convalescent Home were soon taxed to the limit.  Within 

a year 45 patients were being cared for, with a waiting list of 11.  Every day baths, sun 

treatments and physical examinations were given by the nursing staff consisting of two 

full time therapists and one part-time therapist under the direction of Dr. Burt G. Chollett, 

home physician.  The Board of Education furnished three teachers, Miss Margaret 

Freund, Miss Wanita Gafner, and Miss Margaret Haas, so the education of the children 

might be continued during the many months of convalescence.  Many prominent 

physicians gave their support to the Home and its work. 

Rotary contributed $3,000 a year for five years, 1932 to 1936 inclusive, from the 

Good Fellowship Fund, to meet the operating deficits of the Home.  A bequest of the late 

Charles Carroll of the Club, upon the approval of Mrs. Carroll, was turned over to the 

Society shortly after the Home was opened. 

Through 1932 to 1936 the Home increased its services to crippled patients, and by 

1935 plans were underway for erecting a permanent home designed specially for housing, 

treating and education crippled children.  The experience gained in caring for several 

hundreds of boys and girls was a valuable asset in making these plans, also in selecting 

the site chosen for the new home, consisting of 9-1/4 acres on Central Avenue west of 

Monroe Street, which was purchased January 14, 1936 from the Board of Education.  The 

treasurer, A.M. Tillinghast, reported at that time that the Society held more than 

$125,000.00 in assets. 

On March 27, 1937, under the leadership of Rotarians George C. Shepard (who 

succeeded the late Wm. S. Walbridge as president) and George Funck, campaign 

chairman, a campaign for funds to erect the new permanent home was inaugurated.  With 

the aid of some fifty civic leaders, both men and women, including many Rotarians, the 

campaign was successfully concluded, and the construction of the home began.  Over 

1400 persons from all walks of life shared in making the home possible.  Many individual 

Rotarians were listed among the contributors.  Due to the good work of the volunteer 

solicitors, who gave unsparingly of their time and effort, the expenses of the campaign to 

the Society was less than 2-1/2%. 

The Rotary Club of Toledo contributed $10,000.00 to the building fund, plus an 

additional $2,500.00 to apply against the first yearôs operating deficit (Toledo Rotary as a 

club has contributed to the Society a total of $44,000.00, surely a fine record.) 

The new Home, representing an investment in excess of $300,000, was 

completely paid for when it was occupied in 1938, but funds for operating it were low 

indeed.  Therefore, the directors of the Society, including many Rotarians, devoted their 

efforts to secure financial support through memberships, gifts and endowments so the 

Home ï Hospital ï School would not become a burden on the community. 

The Ladies Auxiliary to the Society, which was formed in 1935, took over the 

responsibility of providing linens and furnishings for the hospital and clothing for the 

patients if needed.  In addition, they have undertaken the responsibility of the Societyôs 



policy to maintain an interest in the patients after they leave the Home.  They have 

greatly increased the public understanding of the social and vocational needs of crippled 

children. 

Until 1943 the financing of the Society was through the gifts of understanding 

people.  In that year the Society joined the Toledo Community War Chest (as a matter of 

war time co-operation), receiving $14,500.00 for 1943.  This contribution from the 

Community Chest was increased to $18,000.00 for 1944, and in 1945 will be $20,000.00. 

In 1944 the Lucas County Chapter of the National Foundation for Infantile 

Paralysis, headed by Rotarian Kenton D. Keilholtz, contributed $5,000 in recognition of 

ñthe capable manner in which the Toledo Society has been handling numerous ópolioô 

casesò.  This amount was to apply upon the operating deficit for 1943. 

The Society operates at a considerable deficit for the reason it follows the unusual 

policy of sharing in the cost of every patient.  During 1944, for example, actual cost per 

patient per day amounted to roughly $6.00.  The top rate to patients was $4.00 per day for 

those who could not pay.  The Society seeks to help families whose children are crippled 

and must be hospitalized for many months, rather than to place an impossible financial 

burden upon the family incomes. 

On the medical board of the Society are outstanding Toledo doctors, among them 

Dr. Burt G. Chollett, Dr. A.L. Bershon (in service), Dr. Barney Hein, Dr. Berman 

Dunham, Dr. Paul Holmes, Dr. E.J. McCormick, Dr. Maurice Schnitker (in service) and 

many others are on the active medical staff. 

Though more than fifty different types of crippling diseases have been handled, 

the work of the Home in caring for ñpolioò or infantile paralysis victims has been 

outstanding.  In the year of 1944, 151 of the total of 220 patients were ñpolioò cases. 

The tasks performed by the medical staff and the Home personnel (ably assisted 

by splendid Red Cross volunteers) during last yearôs polio epidemic were highly praised 

by a prominent surgeon who stated ñI donôt know what this community would have done 

without your institutionò.  The members of the Society may feel pride in the 

accomplishments of the Home, together with other agencies of the community, in 

meeting the polio emergency of 1944 so capably. 

In September, 1944, the Society opened a fine Department of Physical Medicine, 

as part of a post-war planning program.  The services of this new Department are also 

open to outpatients.  ñThe practice of physical medicine includes the employment of the 

physical and other effective properties of light, heat, cold, water, electricity, massage and 

manipulation, exercise and mechanical devices in physical and occupational therapy.  It is 

a rapidly growing branch of medical practiceò states the bulletin issued in December, 

1944 by the Baruch Committee on Physical Medicine. 

In this review of the history and development of the Toledo Society for Crippled 

Children and the ñOpportunity Homeò which it operates (but not the only project of the 

Society by any means) no attempt has been made to describe its splendid facilities.  These 

are shown in the booklet which will be distributed at the Rotary Meeting of March 5, 

1945, when the program will be presented by the Crippled Childrenôs Committee. 

Since its founding, the Society has had many Rotarians serving on its board.  At 

the present time, the five officers and fifteen of the thirty-two directors are members of 

Rotary.  Many other Rotarians take an active interest in the Society, and the opportunity 

for service is wide open to every Rotarian.  If YOU are not a member of the Society, and 



if your Rotary Ann is not member of its splendid Auxiliary, the Societyôs directors 

cordially invite you and your Rotary Ann to become members.  The membership fees are 

nominal, to as much as you wish to give.  The important thing is your ACTIVE 

PERSONAL SUPPORT in caring for crippled children.  In this great cause you will find 

a personal opportunity that challenges the best efforts of us all. 

Developed by the Crippled Childrenôs Committee 

Rotary Club of Toledo 

March 2, 1945 

 

Not long after the above writing, Opportunity Homeôs Board of Directors was 

faced with philosophical and financial issues. The promise of and subsequent creation of 

a vaccine for polio, the disability which represented the largest percentage of the 

facilityôs population, forced the Board to discuss a new incarnation: an expanded 

rehabilitation hospital. 

In eastern Europe at the time, a nephew of Board President George Shephard 

befriended a former German soldier, Otto Kniffke, who was an injured prisoner. Mr. 

Kniffke worked as a mechanic at an Army camp. To aid his new friend, the nephew 

convinced TSCC to sponsor Mr. Kniffke and his wife Margaret for five years. At this 

time, Germans needed sponsors to immigrate to America. Kniffke came to America in 

April 1954 and began work as full time maintenance worker at the Society. With 

gratitude, he and his wife would give over thirty years of service to the Society. 

In 1956, Salkôs polio vaccine had all but eliminated new cases of polio, leaving 

TSCC few options for financial survival. They decided to convert to a hospital. Over the 

next four and a half years the Board and medical staff worked to evolve and find niche 

populations to serve. They changed their name to Childrenôs Hospital of Toledo. 

In 1963, after back to back financial losses, TSCC closed Childrenôs Hospital and 

sold the property to St. Anthonyôs Orphanage. 

In 1964, Opportunity Kindergarten began at Grove Patterson School in response 

to the Boardôs desire to enlarge programming for educable ñcrippled and handicapped 

childrenò of pre-school age; including, in principle, a recreational program for children. 

The organization provided up to $2,500 per year for care and treatment of ñhandicappedò 

children 16 years of age or younger who were in need of  medical or surgical care or 

hospitalization including, braces, wheelchairs, special shoes, etc. 

On October 21, 1976, the Society became Toledo Society for the Handicapped.  

In 1980, TSH moved to its current home at 5605 Monroe Street in Sylvania. From this 

location, TSH continued its mission, evolving to provide recreational programming, 

Camp Cricket, and many other opportunities for northwest Ohioôs citizens living with 

disabilities. 

In 1990, Toledo Society for the Handicapped, under pressure from advocates and 

staff to discontinue use of the word ñhandicappedò in its name due to negative  

connotations associated with the term, changed its name to ñThe Ability Center of 

Greater Toledo.ò This name change coincided with the programmatic and attitudinal 

transition in becoming an Independent Living Center, one of many regional centers 

networked and federally mandated to provide four core services to people living with 

disabilities across the nation.  



Today, ACT continues to grow and evolve. It has gained national and 

international prominence and respect as a strong supporter and powerful voice within the 

Disability Rights Movement. Its staff continues to secure grants and develop a series of 

ñbest practicesò which are disseminated across the nation. Many of the staff have 

received national recognition for the advocacy work they do. 

Today, ACT continues to expand its horizons and influence, working closely with 

local government and partnering with The University of Toledo in the development of a 

the Disability Studies Program. This partnership also includes the development of a 

Regional Disability Archive Project. 

 

History of The Auxiliary to The Toledo Society for Crippled Children 

(Source:  Auxiliary Program, 1956) 

 

The Auxiliary was organized July 15, 1935, with Mrs. Phillip Trost serving as 

first president. Arrangements for this initial meeting were prepared on July 9, 1935, when 

Mrs. Trost, serving as Chairman, met with 19 women. This became the nucleus of the 

present Auxiliary, which continues to support the agency. 

 

OBJECTIVES: 

1. To serve as an auxiliary to the Toledo Society for Crippled  

Children. 

2. To provide linens and furnishings for patients and staff, clothing for patients 

and to contribute in every possible way to the welfare and happiness of the patients in the 

home. 

3. To provide informative programs regarding crippled childrenôs work for 

monthly meetings. 

4. To spread an understanding of the social and vocational needs of crippled 

children and young people. 

5. To keep in touch with former patients of the Home, and their progress. 

 

AUXILIARY PRESIDENTS: 

  

Mrs. Phillip Trost July 15, 1935 ï February 1, 1938 

Mrs. Gideon Spieker February 1, 1938 ï February 1, 1940 

Mrs. C. Lowell Haskin February 1, 1940 ï February 1, 1942 

Mrs. Robert Mikesell February 1, 1942 ï February 1, 1944 

Mrs. L. Jay Gifford February 1, 1944 ï February 1, 1946 

Mrs. Adolph F. Seubert February 1, 1946 ï February 1, 1948 

Mrs. Louis G. Hill February 1, 1948 ï February 1, 1950 

Mrs. Joseph B. Smith February 1, 1950 ï February 1, 1952 

Mrs. Kenneth H. Cunningham February 1, 1952 ï February 1, 1953 

Mrs. Wm. E. Fillmore February 1, 1953 ï February 1, 1954 

Mrs. E. Y. Flanigan February 1, 1954 ï February 1, 1956 

 



 

Individuals Important to History of The Abili ty Center of Greater Toledo 

 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES-PRESIDENTS 

  

Wilbur Owen - Jan. 7, 1921 

Charles Feilbach Jan. 7, 1921 - 1930 

William S. Walbridge May 27, 1930 - November 23, 1935 

Waldo Bowman (acting VP) Dec. 1935 - February 13, 1937 

George C. Shepard February 13, 1937 - March 20,1955 

Gerald P. Openlander April 28, 1955 ï 1974 

Edward B. Wright, Jr.   

  

Tom Dussell  

Tom Daney January 2000 ï January 2001 

Daniel Wilkins January 2001 ï January 2003 

Dawn Christensen January 2003 ï January 2004 

  

SUPERINTENDENTS OF CONVALESCENT HOME 

  

Mary Ferguson - January 1943 

Melissa Dailey  January 1943 ï 

  

CHIEFS OF STAFF 

Childrenôs Hospital of Toledo 

 

Dr. Fred B. Hawkins 1957-58 

Dr. Gwyn H. Start 1959 

Dr. Arthur Dalton 1960 

  

COORDINATOR 

Opportunity Kindergarten 

 

Dorothea M. Shock  

  

EXECUTIVE DIRECTORS 

Toledo Society for the Handicapped 

 

Robert Roberts, Executive Director 

Edward B. Wright, Jr. President  

Richard Gunden, Executive Director 1980-1990 

  

EXECUTIVE DIRECTORS 

The Ability Center of Greater Toledo 

 

Richard Gunden, Executive Director 1990-1998 



Tracy Justeson 1999-2000 

Timothy J. Harrington 2000-present 
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Scope and Content Note 

 

This collection is arranged in seven series based on record type or subject.  These 

series include:  Photographs, Board Minutes and Administrative Materials, Fundraising, 

Programming, Publications, Newspaper Clippings, and Awards.   

 

Series 1:  Series 1 consists of photographs, slides, and negatives dating from 

1937. These items, mostly 8ò x 10ò black and white photographs, capture life at the 

various facilities serving the Toledo Society for Crippled Children, and include images of 

the children, the staff, and activities. 

The early photos are categorized by year, when possible. Item level descriptions 

of each are included.  Later photographs (1970-present) are grouped, when possible, by 

activity associated with the four core services of an independent living center, i.e. 

advocacy, independent living skills training, peer counseling, and information and 

referral.   

The slides are arranged alphabetically by subject and primarily focus on the 

construction of the Monroe Street facility in 1979. 

Additional photographs will be found scattered throughout the other series. 

 

Series 2:  This series is composed of administrative files, including 

correspondence, documentation regarding the Opportunity Home property, complete 

board and committee minutes, and other miscellaneous material documenting the 

administration of the organization.  

 

Series 3:  Series 3 is comprised of information pertaining to fundraising for the 

various incarnations of Toledo Society for Crippled Children.  

 This series offers insight into the expansion of Toledo Society for the 

Handicapped (TSH) and The Ability Center of Greater Toledo (ACT) in the 1980s and 

1990s. Much of the documentation pertains to TSHôs desire for recognition and 

awareness within the community along with its efforts to build its endowment.  

 

Series 4:  Series 4 includes information pertaining to programming at the Ability 

Center of Greater Toledo. The files are categorized by core service area. 

 This series contains materials associated with programming at the Center, 

including long standing activities like CP Sports and Camp Cricket, as well as newer 

programming like the Youth Leadership. 



Series 5:  Series 5 includes newsletters and miscellaneous other publications, 

including annual reports, special event invitations, and posters.  These are grouped 

chronologically by year. 

 The publications reflect the faces and stories of those people the agency worked 

with and for, and activities of the organization. They capture the human side of the 

agencyôs mission. 

 

Series 6:  Series 6 consists primarily of clippings from newspapers and 

newsletters reflecting events in the life of the agency, including social events, legal 

battles, and news of people served by the agency. These clippings show not only what the 

agency dealt with but also the emergence of new issues related to the disability rights 

movement.  The clippings are arranged by topic.  Most do not include dates. 

 

Series 7.  Series 7 consists of awards and recognitions received by the center.   
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Folder List 
Contents       Box Folder 
 

Year Series I.  Photographs Box Folder 

    

1937 Girl with poliomyelitis  1 

1938 Opportunity School classroom, grades 4-6  2 

1939 Boy with therapist 

Teen in pool 

Children in beds and at desks in classroom 

Children in beds and at desks in classroom 

 3 

1941 Portrait of girl   4 

1944 Soldier visiting two girls.  November  5 

1945 Having a tea party with Colleen McGary, Summer 

Weaving on a loom with Colleen McGary, Summer 

 6 

1947 Children playing with blocks, Roger Carpenter,  

Bruce Mann, Marilyn Ulrich, Karen Bondhus,  

Edward Brighton, December  

Little Boy fishing with magnet, February  

Girl in braces and wheelchair with stamps. February  

Little girl receiving therapy. February 

 7 

1948 M. M. Dailey reading a book to Marilyn Ulrich,  

 Paul Jones, 10, and Judith Sheridan, 9, with  

Mr. Metcalf, February 28 

 Homecoming, Early Fall 

 Homecoming, Early Fall 

 8 

1949 Woman adjusting filmstrip for kids in bed. Spring 

Therapist adjusting girlôs hand splint 

Boy opening Red Cross package in bed  

Boys tuning radio from bed and chair. Spring 

 9 

1950 Easter Party, Bob Elliot with two boys. April 6 

Two nurses with babies in front of mirror, October 

Class of teens in beds and chairs. January 

 Easter Party, Gymnastics exhibition, April 6 

 Easter Party, Clowning kids by bed, April 6 

 Girls in therapy. October  

 10 

1953 Boy receiving water therapy. Photo used on TV (WSPD) in March 

1954 

 11 

1958 Otto/Margaret Kniffkeôs daughter in front of Opportunity Home  12 

1963 Photocopy of the Libbey House and sign ñOpportunity 

Kindergarden.ò 

 13 



1964 Joanne Neely, Therapist, and JoAnne Wadell, assistant, push kids in 

      hall at Grove Patterson School 

Children on Mat Table in therapy room, Grove Patterson School 

Children on Mat Table in therapy room, Grove Patterson School 

Children on Mat Table in therapy room, Grove Patterson School 

Girl walking parallel bars in therapy room, Grove Patterson School 

Children on outside steps with man, Grove Patterson School 

Children on outside steps, Grove Patterson School 

 14 

1975 Children playing at table at Camp Easter Seal (two copies)  15 

1977 Photo of Monroe Street, before building of new Center.  16 

1978 Shirley Roeger and others at Libbey House  17 

1980 Various photos of the dedication of building, May 18  18 

1984 Otto Kniffke working on a chair repair 

Otto Kniffke with Hoyer lift 

 19 

1986 Consumer using computer 

Larrie Habel with consumers doing art 

Van fleet at Monroe Street 

Dwight Oden ad Sarah Phillips at Stretch and Move 

Camp Cricket Camper and Counselor 

Larrie Habel doing art with kids 

Larrie doing computer work 

Kate Zmeskel doing awareness training 

Camp Cricket 

 20 

1987 Kids on the Block program 

Greyhound Protest March ï Toledo 

 Greyhound Protest March - Toledo 

 Greyhound Protest March - Toledo 

Greyhound Protest March ï Toledo 

Greyhound Protest March ï Toledo 

Tim Pedro at golf fundraiser 

Francis Perkins swimming with assistant 

Mike Eakin interviewed by press at Greyhound Protest 

Dwight Oden swimming with staff Marianne Mossing 

 21 

1988 Keith Johnston, Rehab Engineer  

New Ramp at Common Space 

Mary Dixon, City of Toledo Employee with Dwight Oden 

Rick Dorman, TSH Social Worker, with Ike Holt 

Otto Kniffke with consumer and new residential ramp 

People posing 

People posing 

Max Starkloff, speaking at Annual Fundraising Kick-off 

Dottie Shock  

 22 

1989 Kate Newmeyer, Camper, hamming with crème 

Sean Omeara, camp counselor  

Megan Cobb and Leland Foster at Portside 

Megan Cobb and Leland Foster at Portside 

 23 



1990 Chris Clark at ADA Rally, Portside, Summer  

Speaker, 70 year celebration 

 24 

1991 Barbie Fleming with Brandon Combes, Camp Cricket  

Plaque dedicated to Arvella Sanders and BFT 

Susan Golden and Mike Eakin at dedication of  

 Arvellaôs plaque 

 25 

 

1994 Laura Hunt  26 

1995 Richard Gunden, Executive Director, receiving  

Auxiliary check for style show 

 27 

1996 Susan Golden 

Christopher Reeve at Greensprings Rehab 

 28 

1999 Tracey Justesen with  Jack Ford, opening of Ed Roberts Information  

    Center 

Opening of Ed Roberts Information Center 

Photo of Ed Roberts at opening of Ed Roberts Information Center 

 29 

2000 Columbus ADAPT Action 

Columbus ADAPT Action 

Tracy Justesen, Executive Director 

 30 

n.d. Monroe St. facility (includes site plan)  68 

 Miscellaneous contact sheets  31 

 Miscellaneous photos  32 

    

 Slides   

    

 Ability Center van  33 

 Camp Cricket  34 

 Celebrity Taste-off  35 

 Ice skating  36 

 Junebug Clark Photoshoot  37 

 Monroe St. facility  38 

 Monroe St. facility--construction  39 

 Monroe St. facility--construction  40 

 Monroe St. facility--groundbreaking  41 

 Scottwood House  42 

 Sunshine Home  43 

 Unidentified people & events  44 

    

 Negatives   

    

 Board meeting, activities, Terry, December 1980  45 

 Camp  46 

 Camp Cricket, 1989  47 

 Cathy, September 1983  48 

 Exercise testing, bus lift, Lowel, January 14, 1984  49 

 Family hobo dinner, October 12, 1980  50 



 Handicapped building, February 1, 1979  51 

 Handicapped summer camp, July 18, 1979  52 

 Humberstone, Wolford & Millie, June 1982  53 

 Head trauma  54 

 Ice skating, April 1983  55 

 Joyce, February 1981  56 

 Kids on the block at library, March 22, 1984  57 

 Klein gift, Jackie, Dan, November 1984  58 

 Membership Day, September 1982  59 

 New Games Day, September 11, 1983  60 

 Play rehearsal, October 5, 1983  61 

 Ramp, Lewis Ave., March 3, 1981  62 

 Sandy, April 1983  63 

 T.S.H.  64 

 Unidentified  65 

 Wheelchair race, unidentified  66 

 Women's Auxilliary, April 1985  67 

 

 

Series 2.  Board of Trustees Minutes and Administrative Files Box Folder 

   

Agendas and Minutes of the Executive committee of the Toledo Society for 

the Handicapped 2/10/1983 

7 1 

Agendas and Minutes of the Managing Members of the Toledo Society for the 

Handicapped 11/17/1988 

7 2 

Annual giving Committee End of the Year Report 1987 7 3 

Attendance Record of Active Medical Staff at Monthly Staff Meetings 1985 7 4 

Auxiliary program, 1955-56 1 69 

Bylaws, Rules and Regulations for the Medical and Dental Staff of Childrenôs 

Hospital of Toledo- Constitution  

7 5 

Bylaws, Rules and Regulations for the Medical and Dental Staff of Childrenôs 

Hospital of Toledo-Medical Staff 

7 6 

Cerebral Palsy classrooms, equipment inventory, 1963 2 1 

Certificate of Continued Existence, State of Ohio, 1964 1 70 

Code of Regulations for The Toledo Society for Crippled Children  7 7 

Correspondence, Board Chair, 1962-63 1 71 

Correspondence, closing of Childrenôs Hospital, 1961 1 72 

Correspondence, dedication of new building, 1938 1 73 

Correspondence, Frank M. Sutton, M.D., 1862-63 1 74 

Easter Seals Uniform Bylaws for Service Members, n.d. 1 75 

Employees, seniority list, 1963 1 76 

End of the Year Report for the Public Relations Committee of the Toledo 

Society for the Handicapped ô86-ó87 

7 8 

Financial report, 1976 1 77 

His story goes beyond the well-known facts.  (October-November 1975).  The 1 78 
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APPENDIX  

 

The following is a list of significant historical events documented in the Board of 

Trusteesô minutes of the Ability Center of Toledo and its predecessors. 

 

BOOK ONE:  

 

Å May 10, 1927: as per his last will and testament, executors for Edward Drummond 

Libbey give $50,000 for use in the construction of a childrenôs convalescent hospital. 

 

Å July 29, 1930: Board considers the leasing of The Old Ladies House, located at Central 

Avenue and Collingwood Blvd. Voted and accepted on September 17. 

 

Å September 17, 1930: The Old Ladies House is leased in five year contracts commencing 

Jan. 1, 1931 for $150.00 per month, with option to purchase at any time for $95,000. 

 

Å September 17, 1930: At the same meeting, Dr. Bud Chollett presented photographs of 

ñcrippled childrenò. A photograph of ñChesterò is chosen to adorn paperweights to be 

purchased.  

 

Å December 8, 1930: Vote is taken to create annual memberships for individuals and 

fellow civic organizations like Kiwanis, Exchange Club and knights of Columbus. 

 

Å January 19, 1931: TSCC sees its first contribution by The Toledo Rotary, $3,000, The 

contribution is earmarked for first yearôs operating expenses, additionally, $5,000 given 

as ñlegacyò to Toledo Rotary for crippled children. Rotary president was Ed Bayer. 

 

Å March 2, 1931: TSCC and Libbey executors redefine use of Libbeyôs bequest to allow 

$40,000 of original money to remain for the building of the hospital while redirecting 

$10,000 for use in remodeling the Old Ladies House. 

 

Å June 3, 1931: A sign is approved: ñToledo Society for Crippled Children - Convalescent 

Homeò 

 

Å August 18, 1931: Treasurers report indicates cost per patient for June was $4.54 and for 

July, $2.38. 

 

Å February 1932: Alice L. Walbridge, wife of Wm. Walbridge, Board President, dies 

suddenly.  She was instrumental in the day-to-day philanthropic and charitable 

enterprises of the community, including activities at TSCC. Mr. Walbridge is noticeably 

absent for some time to come. 

 

Å February 10, 1933: Due to prevalence of contagious diseases in the Home, the decision 

is made to immunize all patients against Scarlet Fever and Diptheria. 

 



Å May 18, 1933: Consideration of the provision of recreational programming is put forth 

by staff/teacher, Miss Freund. 

 

Å August/September 1934: Dept. of Vocational Rehabilitation, of the Dept. of Ed., 

promises to begin educational aid to TSCC. 

 

Å May 4, 1935: the TSCC Board first considers the parcel of land on Central, just west of 

Monroe Street, belonging to the Board of Education. 

 

Å August/September 1935: Ladies Auxiliary formed. 

 

Å September 10, 1935: Thanks to efforts of Louis Eppstein and The Lasalle and Koch 

Company, TSCC receives $2352.10 raised from those paying to view silent screen star, 

Colleen Mooreôs Doll House, on cross-country tour in 1935, during the depression, to 

help disabled children. Today on display at Chicagoôs Museum of Science and Industry, 

it was shown in Toledo at the Lasalle-Koch building. 

 

Å October 8, 1935: The Board extends its lease with The Old Ladies Home in preparation 

for purchasing 8 1/2 acres on Central from the Board of Education. The architect of the 

proposed convalescent home states cost of building should not exceed $300,000. 

 

Å November 23, 1935: William S. Walbridge, President of the Board, dies.  

 

Å December 10, 1935: Board honors Wm. Walbridge with standing moment of silence 

and a touching written tribute (included in minutes).  Presidentôs seat is left vacant in 

honor of his contribution and vision. Waldo M. Bowman, Vice-President, directs 

meetings. 

 

Å January 14, 1936: Sale consummation for the new property is announced to the board. 

Purchase price is $9,260.00. 

 

Also, ñAuxiliary Fundò is created to have a place for monies raised by Ladies Auxiliary. 

 

May/June 1936: Book One ends with discussion of transferring deed for land back to 

Board of Education in order to take advantage of using the W.P.A. for building the new 

structure (W.P.A. required a ñcivic entityò be in control of land for duration of the 

project). 

 

The Spieker Co. is retained to develop project. The cost is $15,000. 

William Levis is approached with an invitation to become the new Board President. 

 

BOOK TWO:  

 

Å February 9, 1937: Book Two begins with an interesting Superintendentôs Report for a 

period ending December 31, 1936. Submitted by Eina J. Robinson, it is a real window 

into the hospitalôs daily life over the year and includes case statistics, types of disabilities 



treated, activities and programming reports from Physiotherapy, School and Industrial 

Arts Departments and the functional support of the Auxiliary. 

 

There is also a section exhibits the Societyôs By-Laws with working notes beside each 

Article, noting amending. 

 

Å February 13, 1937: George Shepard is elected President. He remains involved until the 

mid 1960ôs 

 

Å March 11, 1937: President Shepard urges Board to ñline up óhigh-grade salesmenô and 

hand in their namesò, at least four names per Board member as the ñBuilding Fund 

Campaignò is kicked off by the running of óhuman interest storiesô. On March 22. A goal 

of $300,000 is set. 

 

Board also applies for a federal grant for construction costs through the Federal 

Emergency Administration of Public Works. 

 

April 13, 1937: Citing a relatively dismal Building Fund Campaign (to date) and fear of 

alienating or ñantagonizingò friends with the Community Chest Campaign close at hand, 

the board opts to discontinue Building Fund Campaign until fall. President Shepard and 

board member Chollett meet with Architect Hoke, to ñreduce the plans very materially.ò 

Red penciling whole wings, a surgical room and certain school room facilities, work is 

done to reduce cost from $360,000 to $200,000. 

 

Å February 8, 1938: Annual meeting includes two reports of note: The Board Presidentôs 

Report and the first Annual Auxiliary Report for 1937. 

 

Å July 12, 1939: An endowment fund is created, ñThe Crippled Childrenôs Foundationò, 

to be devoted to the welfare of crippled, maimed, disabled of physically defective 

children, without regard to race, color or creed. 

 

ñOpportunity Homeò is adopted as new name for Convalescent Hospital and it, along 

with slogan ñMade Possible by Understanding Peopleò is placed on a new sign and 

installed. 

 

Å January 15, 1940: Ms. Lula Tuttle resigns as second superintendent of Home. In March, 

Mary E. Ferguson replaces her. 

 

Å 1941 and 1942: TSCC begins to build its endowment through the purchase of stock in 

large US companies and gold mines. 

 

BOOK THREE:  

 

Å January 13, 1942: George Shepard submits a letter of resignation as President of Board 

and TSCC due to his appointment as Defense Coordinator for the City of Toledo. Board 

refuses resignation, instead working to limit his ñactiveò participation while he serves. 



 

Board approves establishment of a Boy Scout troop at the Convalescent Home. 

 

Board approves providing whatever is needed in the countryôs defense efforts. 

 

Å May 25, 1942: TSCC sends two nurses and a physical therapist to the University of 

Minnesota to study new infantile paralysis treatment under Sister Kenney, who was 

becoming well-known for her breakthroughs. 

 

Å July 6, 1942: Because of the escalation of wartime jitters, the Convalescent Home is 

insured against bombing. 

 

Å August 11, 1942: Announcement to board of the Convalescent Home being chosen by 

State Dept. of Special Ed as the place for new program designed to educate children with 

Cerebral Palsy. As part of Rehabilitative effort, costs covered include ñextraò costs for 

education and, as well, transportation to/from school. This is the first attempt like this in 

the country to go to such extent to assist these children. 

 

Toledo Rotary works with TSCC and others to cover costs for ñlostò children, those in 

outlying counties covered by home who do not have the money to participate. These 

children have historically been ñhiddenò and consequently have not been afforded 

necessary medical treatment. 

 

President Shepard speaks of a proposed plan to merge financial requirements of 

charitable organizations and war organizations into a ñWar Chestò. TSCC discusses 

further exploration and desire to become part of Toledoôs War Chest 

 

Å February 7, 1944: Miss Margaret Fruend, head of the school reports that, from October 

of 1931 to June of 1943, the school has served 583 children. 

 

Å November 3, 1944: After much consideration and concern, Board votes unanimously to 

begin paying George Shepard $400.00 per month plus expenses to continue in his 

position of President and ñmanagerò of TSCC. 

 

Å January 15, 1945: Report that 1944 Polio epidemic, second largest in history, taxed the 

Home with 151 new patients with Polio (of 220 total patients) and care be taken for 1945. 

 

Å December 1945: Charter Board member, Albert ñBertò Tillinghast, passes away. Bert 

was also involved in the founding of the Ohio Society for Crippled Children in 1919, the 

National Society in 1921 and the International Society in 1923. He also served as Ohio 

Societyôs President, worked with Charles Feilbach School and was largely responsible for 

the formation of Lott Day School for Handicapped Children. 

 

Å February 4, 1946: Interestingly, at the same meeting as the official celebration and 

memorializing of Mr. Tillinghast, discussion ensues as to a rift that has formed between 

TSCC and the Ohio Society for Crippled Children. The rift is so great as to cause long 



time board member, C. Lowell Haskins to tender his resignation. Frank Mulholland, an 

original organizer of the Ohio Society speaks to the original intent of OSCC to be nothing 

more than a lobbyist for positive legislation for crippled children and how it has deviated 

from that purpose as he had feared it would from the start. Dr. Bershon concurs. 

 

There is a suggestion by Mr. Mulholland to have Toledo Rotary pull its funding of 

OSCC. President Shepard is quick to squash such action suggesting instead that the 

Board watch OSCC closely to see that they do not profiteer their easter seal campaign 

into TSCCôs area. With both the Toledo Rotary and Toledo Community Chest supporting 

TSCCôs position by requesting OSCC not to impinge upon TSCCôs area with their seal 

sale, it appears to have been a turf issue. 

 

Å January 14, 1947: The Board begins contemplating a separate wing for adult patients in 

an effort to serve this population without affecting services and mission to children. 

 

The operating room nears completion, lacking only a few pieces of equipment. 

 

Å February 3, 1947: Quoting Board President George Shepard, in summarizing the work 

of the various departments, ñthe home endeavors to provide our patients with medical 

treatment, spiritual guidance according to creed, recreation, education and social training. 

Every patient should feel that they belong and are welcome in the home as long as they 

need its services. There should also be a helpful and practical interest maintained in the 

child after they have left the home.ò [Ed. Note. This philosophy is pretty progressive for 

the time. Reading this quarterôs board minutes, with further attention to the latest 

equipment (crutches, chairs, etc.) really shows the Boardôs vision with regard to ñBest 

Practicesò.] 

 

Å July 8, 1947: Discussion is made relevant to Opportunity Home working with local 

hospitals, like St. Vincents, in a post-acute capacity, relieving hospital of patients not 

needing critical care and, thereby, freeing up beds. 

 

February 9, 1948: Decisions are made as to the procedure to follow for Easter Seal 

campaign. Quite complicated. Worth a read. Ultimately, it is decided that there be only 

one campaign, with monies collected divided between agencies working with Crippled 

Children in Toledo area, including Lott Day School, and including some to National 

Crippled Childrenôs Society é but nothing to Ohio SCC. 

 

April 13, 1948: This entry explains in detail the strategy of the agreement regarding the 

Ohio Easter Seal Campaign and, as well, mentions support information for Camp 

Cheerful in Strongsville, Ohio. 

 

Through these long summer months of 1948, much attention is given to the burden of 

TSCC as it attempted to deal with the huge increase in population of patients with polio. 

It is seen as an emergency situation. There is also recognition of shifting percentages with 

regard to age of patients.  

 



The Ladies Auxiliary plays an important role in serving the agency. It is duly noted 

across these months and in 1949. 

 

December 28, 1948: TSCC joins forces with Lott Day School and the Lucas County 

Chapter of the Ohio Society for Crippled Children to begin a new ñsealò campaign to be 

called ñthe Crippled Children Seal Campaignò. The funds raised will be held and 

distributed among the three charities by the Toledo Community Chest. 

 

July 12, 1949: Board notes and reflects on the passing of long-time board member, Frank 

Mulholland. 

 

Mention is also made of a ñcolor filmò of kids with polio at Walbridge Park. This film is 

the first in a series planned to document the various activities for crippled children 

available in the City of Toledo. 

 

December 22, 1949: Again mention is made of ñcolor filmsò being made available to 

organizations like Toledo Rotary and Rotary International. 

 

These films would be important finds should they be discovered. 

 

BOOK FOUR:  
 

Å March 16, 1950: The talk about a cure for Polio is on the horizon. Since Polio numbers 

are dropping and polio patients have been the principal source of revenues, 1950 finds 

Opportunity Home board discussions scrambling to find alternative financial 

opportunities, i.e. providing blood bank and intern services for the other hospital popping 

up in the coverage area. 

 

Å April 11, 1950: There is discussion of changing from a childrenôs home to an 

ñefficiencyò hospital. There is an urgent need in Toledo for 150 to 200 convalescent beds 

for old people. 

 

Interestingly, Dr. Chollett gives his opinion that ñsurgery is dying off and due to the new 

drugs and serums being developed, surgery would be considerably less during the next 25 

years.  

 

There is much to consider but, with the low patient load, ñremaining staticò is not one of 

them. 

 

Å May, 1950: The Board considers, as per input from the American Hospital Association 

and the American College of Surgeons, to expand to become a full-fledged hospital. This 

will involve a complete reorganization. Work is begun of compiling a list of surgeons and 

doctors to staff the facility. 

 

Å May 31, 1950: Something happens to put TSCC in unfavorable light with Toledo 

Community Chest resulting a ñhighly unsatisfactoryò decision by Waldo Bowman against 



TSCC and subsequent penalization, most likely financial, from the division of the Easter 

Seal net. The Board writes a letter to the Toledo Community Chest outlining their 

frustration and disagreement. 

 

Å July 11, 1950: Board Member, Fred Douglass dies. Name is added to Memorial Column 

at Opportunity Home. 

 

Å July 11, 1950: The Board goes on record unanimously opposing The Physically 

Handicapped Childrenôs Education Act of 1950. 

 

Due to high operating costs and low occupancy, the first five months of 1950 show above 

average operating losses. 

 

Å September 7, 1950: The corporation sells off $10,000 in Government bonds to help with 

addition being added. The addition would answer problems of difficulty for staff sleeping 

in extremely hot condition in the existing flat roofed quarters. Also operating room had to 

have new tile and air conditioning due to major condensation problem. 

 

Å October 10, 1950: With assistance of 40-50 volunteers from the Red Cross and the 

Polio Emergency Volunteers, including two volunteers each day from the Womenôs 

Auxili ary, Opportunity Homes meets the demand of the Polio Epidemic of 1950. With a 

census of 29 in mid-August, the patient load swells to 80 by mid-September. Patients 

range in age from 5 months to 41 years old. 

 

The Ladies Auxiliary also expends nearly $10,000 to assuage cost of ñcharity patientsò, 

to furnish the new solarium and to buy mattresses, sheets, etc. for the hospital. 

 

ÅÅ December 20, 1950: (Interestingly, Thirtieth Anniversary of Incorporation) Special 

Meeting of Executive Committee convenes to discuss and resolve paying Board 

President, George C. Shepard for service performed in connection with the management 

of the Convalescent Home and his work with procuring endowments of the institution an 

increased sum of $6,600 per annum. 

 

Å January 24, 1951: A very impassioned letter, more like a personal journal entry, from 

President George Shepard to his Board, sheds real light on the inner workings of this 

humane and generous leader. He questions himself and the Board to consider the import 

of continuing the provision of low rates to patentôs compared relatively to other area 

hospitals, amid pressures to raise prices. A nice read. 

 

Å January to July 1951: A power struggle ensues over moral/fiscal issues concerning the 

per diem rate charged to patients. It is complicated by a national rate freeze by the 

Government. 

 

Å April 1952: George Shepard begins touting the need for a regional rehabilitation 

hospital or center. 

 



Å January 21, 1953: 1952 was a good year financially. President Shepardôs annum was 

raised to $7,500.00. 

 

Å May 18, 1954: Opportunity Home has first experience on television, March 21, on 

Master of Ceremonies, with Judge Henry Middleton, and again on April 11, with Mr. 

Openlander as Master of Ceremonies. Both were well received. 

 

After a few years of wrangling, City Council approves the building of a shopping center 

across Central Avenue against protestations of Opportunity Home Board. 

 

Å February 7, 1955: Reference is made to a color film of the operations of Opportunity 

Home taken by the Crippled Childrenôs Committee of Rotary. 

 

Å March 20, 1955: George C. Shepard, President since 1937, dies. The minutes flower 

him with praise stating Opportunity Homeôs building complex on Central Avenue stands 

as a memorial to his legacy. 

 

Å April 28, 1955: Gerald Openlander replaces Shepard as President. 

 

Å September 27, 1956: Discussion begins to rename Opportunity Home to include the 

word ñHospitalò in the title. The two names most discussed are ñOpportunity Home & 

Hospitalò and ñOpportunity Hospitalò. 

 

There is also an interesting synopsis of the agreement between Lucas County an Toledo 

Societyôs for Crippled Children as to how to divide the monies generated from the Easter 

Seals Campaign. This agreement supersedes the November 27, 1950 agreement.  

 

It also involves the closing of the East Toledo Cerebral Palsy Center, whose patients will 

all be transferred to Opportunity Home. 

 

Å February 7, 1957: With fewer patients transferred from East Toledo CP center Board 

looks for ways to bolster patient load by contacting parents and through publicity. 

 

There is also a push from outside pediatricians to make Opportunity Home a Pediatric 

Hospital. 

 

Å May 16 and 22, 1957: There is great concern as to the direction of the Home. Looking 

at other childrenôs hospitals, there is concern about the cost of changing the physical 

plant, the $100,000 deficits being run yearly by others requiring an estimated $2,500,000 

endowment. There is a consensus to work with an architect and the medical staff to 

ascertain approximate costs. 

 

Å February 6, 1958: After receiving a letter from doctors objecting to the use of the word 

ñHomeò in name (elicits negative stereotypes associated with those institutions who care 

for the ñagedò and ñinfirmedò rather than medically treat patients toward wellness) Board 

approves new name for opening of hospital: ñChildrenôs Hospital of Toledoò. ñToledo 



Society for Crippled Childrenò is retained and included on letterhead, etc. because of its 

value and history. 

 

Bids for rehabbing come in from $82,000 to 100,000. 

 

Suggestion is made to have big media splash in either Blade of Times. 

 

Å November 6, 1958: Pages of stock purchases and sales. 

 

Å February 6, 1959: Toledo Camera Club takes and supplies a number of pictures of the 

hospital (these would be nice to find)  

 

Å June 4, 1959: Founding Member, Wilber Owen dies. 

  

Å September 17, 1959: The Board is approached by the Toledo Board of Education 

requesting a day school for ñCerebral Palsyò Children. The Board desires to try on a 

yearôs trial basis, handling everything but transportation. 

 

Book Four closes with a record of the passing of Wilbur Owen. Condolences are 

expressed to the family. 

 

BOOK FIVE:  

 

This is the first book to divide minutes into Board, Executive, Liaison and Finance 

Committees. 

 

Å November 25, 1960: Womenôs Auxiliary discuss with Board opportunity to take over 

the Lucas County Unit of Ohio Society of Crippled Children and the Easter Seal 

Campaign. 

 

Å Report that dropping of Camp Easter Seal will hurt fund raising. 

 

** From the Executive Committee report, June 15, 1961: 

Pres. Openlander announces the formal organization of the Easter Seal Society of Lucas 

County, replacing the Lucas County Unit of the Society for Crippled Children 

 

Å July 20, 1961: ñPool Roomò to be converted to a Recovery Room. 

 

Discussion is made to admit Psychiatric patients should Pediatric Psychiatric beds be 

needed. 

 

TSCC votes to withdraw from the National Health and Retirement Association, Inc. 

 

Å February 7, 1962: Tension begins to show as low census has doctors and board talking 

about options. There is mention of selling the building and relocating or rebuilding. 

 



Å June 20, 1962: Board approves SSOE Architectural survey of Societyôs land in 

connection with a fall out shelter study by the US Corps of Engineers. 

 

Board discusses and resolves that, given hospitalôs low attendance and operation at loss, 

executive committee has authority to terminate inpatient services and, if necessary, 

kitchen and food services. 

 

Å February 14, 1963: President Openlander speaks of talks with Bishop Rehring who 

expresses a desire to purchase grounds and buildings to relocate existing St. Anthonyôs 

Orphanage. An offer of $500,000 has been made. 

 

Å May 7, 1963: Resolution is made for sale to Bishop of Toledo, George J. Rehring, for 

$600,000 with therapy, school and some office equipment exempt from sale. 

 

BOOK SIX:  

 

Book Six spans from March 10, 1964 to 1975 

 

Å February 9, 1964: Work is begun to open Opportunity Kindergarten at Grove Patterson 

School in the Fall in response to Boardôs desire to a) enlarge programming for educable 

ñcrippled and handicapped childrenò of pre-school age, b) include, in principle, a 

recreational program for children, once school is up and running, and c) provide 

expenditures up to $2,500 per year for care and treatment of ñhandicappedò children, 16 

and under in need of medical or surgical care or hospitalization including, braces, 

wheelchairs, special shoes, etc. 

 

Å February 11, 1965: George P. Crosby (of Crosby Gardens) dies leaving the  Society a 

1/5 residuary beneficiary resulting in approx $50,000 

 

Å July 1965: Edward Drummond Libbey Home is purchased for $22,500 with an 

additional $7,500 for remodeling. It will become home of Opportunity Kindergarten. 

 

Å July 19, 1965: Decision is made to move primary school from Grove Patterson to 

Glendale Feilbach effective beginning Fall term. 

 

Å March 20, 1969: Opportunity Kindergartenôs official title expands due to confusion 

with a government program which also had the word ñopportunityò in it. It is now known 

as ñOpportunity Kindergarten for the Physically Handicappedò. The name ñToledo 

Society for Crippled Childrenò was to still appear below it on the sign. 

 

The Fall classes will expand to include Blind and Partially sighted children. 

 

Å March 19, 1970: Board votes to drop the word ñOpportunityò from the Kindergartenôs 

name because it was believed that the general public felt it was federally funded. 

 



Å March 30, 1972: an outside group approaches the Board requesting funds to develop an 

ñaccessibility brochureò identifying all of the area businesses free of architectural barriers 

to entry and use by people using wheelchairs, etc. The Board turns down the request. 

 

BOOK SEVEN: 

 

Book Seven is a minute book for the actual Hospital spanning from November 5, 1956 ï 

June 6, 1960. Meetings brought to order by Chief of Staff. Fred B. Hawkins voted first 

COS. 

 

Å May 1958: There is alluding to July 1, 1958 as day hospital acquires a new name: 

Childrenôs Hospital of Toledo. 

 

Å August 9, 1958: There is a moving documentation of a death and autopsy of a three year 

old girl, Mary. 

 

Å January 1959: Dr. Gwyn H. Start assumes role as Chief of Staff. 

 

Å January 1960: Dr. Arthur Dalton assumes roles as Chief of Staff. 

 

BOOK EIGHT:  

 

Book Eight is various correspondence, executive reports, nursing reports from the first 

three years of operation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


