
Careers in Science Seminar – Dr. Jaume Pons 

With the support of the Department of Biological Sciences and the Graduate Student 
Association, in the fall of 2014, the department of biological sciences invited Dr. Jaume 
Pons, the Chief Scientific Officer, and Senior Vice President of Rinat, a research and 
development division of Pfizer, to come speak to graduate students across campus.  
He highlighted a recent project in his talk, “Targeting PCSK9 for High Cholesterol.”  
Afterwards he spoke with various graduate students about how to best prepare for a 
future in research at a pharmaceuticals company both in a group setting and in 
individual meetings.  The event was a huge success with an attendance at the seminar 
of approximately 100 faculty and students from the colleges of Law, Natural Sciences 
and Mathematics, and Medicine as well as interim provost Barrett.  Many faculty and 
students expressed that the event was highly beneficial and asked explicitly for 
similar future events. 

Students across campus gained a unique insider’s perspective into research at a 
highly successful pharmaceutical company.  This will allow students to better prepare 
for their futures and plan for post-graduation. 
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Dr. Pons arrived late Monday evening and a graduate student drove him from Detroit to Toledo where 
he stayed at the Raddison at the University of Toledo Health Science Campus.  Tuesday morning, 
two graduate students had breakfast at the hotel with him and then escorted him to main campus.  At 
main campus, he met briefly and informally with faculty members before his seminar, “PCSK9 for 
High Cholesterol;” members from the college of pharmacy, the college of law, and the college of 
natural sciences were present.  Following the seminar, about 30 graduate students had a highly 
informative question and answer session in which Dr. Pons told students about the career 
possibilities at Rinat, and in which he gave advice on students could best prepare and acquire a 
career in a company like Rinat.   
 
After lunch with four students, Dr. Pons met with graduate students and faculty from several 
departments.  Faculty discussed potential internships and developed relationships that could lead 
to future collaborative projects between the University of Toledo and Pfizer.  Students discussed 
post doctorate placement options and received critiques on their CVs.   
 
This event was invaluable to graduate students and faculty across campus.  They developed 
powerful relationships that will aid them and the university in the future and they gained an 
understanding of careers in science that was previously unavailable at UT.  



 

Schedule of Events: 

Tuesday, November 4, 2014 
 

10:00 Seminar (50 minutes with 10 minutes for questions) in Student Union 2582 

The audience will be primarily biology graduate students and faculty.  We have 
emphasized that this will be a technical talk, but there may be graduate students from 
pharmacy, chemistry, engineering, law, and from the medical college.  

11:15 Q/A session with graduate students in Student Union Room 2582 

This is an informal discussion on your carrier route, the general implications of Dr. 
Pons’ research and its significance, connection to student research, and suggestions to 
students that will help them in their career. 

12:15 Lunch with graduate students at Phonecia 

2:00 Meet with faculty and students in Wolfe Hall 1235J  

Meetings with students will be 15 min and meetings with faculty will be 20 min. 

Discussions may range from questions about research to personal advice on how to 
best enter the pharmaceutical/biotech industries. 



 

 

Interested in a BIOSCIENCE INDUSTRY CAREER? 

Come hear about exciting research and job 

opportunities at PFIZER, one of the world’s leading 

pharmaceutical companies! 

Join us Tuesday, November 4th 

at 10 a.m. Room TBD 

For the opportunity to meet Dr. Pons in a smaller group session, 

please contact Jeff Zahratka at 

Jeffrey.Zahratka@rockets.utoledo.edu. This is a first come first serve 

opportunity. 
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