
Research Council Meeting Minutes 
24 January 2014 
 
Present: 
Lesley Berhan   Ivana de la Serna  Barbara Floyd 
Llew Gibbons   Hans Gottgens  Marthe Howard 
Richard Johnson   Jerzy Kamburowski  Susan Pocotte 
Marcia McInerney   Barry Scheuermann  Pamela Stover 
Eileen Walsh 
 
Excused: 
Zeljko Cuckovic   Mike Dowd   Ruth Hottell 
Joan Kaderavek   Patty Relue   Guillermo Vazquez 
 
Bill called the meeting to order at 1:05 PM.  
 
Elsa asked for corrections to November and December minutes. Hans moved to 
approve the minutes for both months. Marcia seconded. The motion passed 
unanimously. 
 
URAF Subcommittees 
Elsa said some members of the council had already offered to serve on URAF 
subcommittees. 
 
Arts and humanities: Ruth Hottell (chair), Barbara Floyd, Pamela Stover.  
Elsa will find a fourth person off the council 
 
Social science: Mike Dowd (chair), Llew Gibbons, Joan Kaderavek, Jerzy Kaburowski 
 
Nat Sciences, Engineering, Mathematics: Hans Gottgens (chair), Barry Scheuermann, 
Lesley Berhan 
 
Biomedical: Marcia McInerney (chair), Ivana de la Serna, Guillermo Vazquez. 
Elsa will ask Bryan Yamamoto (who subsequently agreed to review but recused himself 
from discussion of the Mooney proposal).  
 
Eileen introduced the two students to she brought to the meeting and to observe the 
council in operation. 
 



Marcia asked about deArce-Koch funds. Elsa said she does not know yet. Jerzy asked 
about URAF funds. Elsa said the budget is the same $91,000 it has been for the past 
seven years. Elsa added that Bill’s “research council” funds can provide some funding. 
Marcia asked about biomedical innovation proposals. Elsa said four of the seven LOIs 
were asked to submit full proposals and they they would go for external review. Elsa 
said she would forward reviews of interdisciplinary proposals to the council. 
 
Marcia asked about visiting professor awards. Elsa said that the vice president has 
traditionally made those decisions and all three this year will be funded.  Bill said that 
Johnnie Early is very active in creating international collaborations. He encourages 
faculty to bring in visiting faculty and students from other countries, which can be 
beneficial. Bill noted that the college was able to bring in several students who came 
with full funding because of Pharmacy’s active promotion of international 
collaborations. 
 
Strategic Planning 
Bill said the president had a meeting in December to begin planning for the next round 
of strategic planning. Those in attendance said some issues from the last plan still need 
attention.  Topics for the research and technology transfer group are listed in the 
document that was distributed. Bill would like the council to suggest other members of 
this group and to discuss additional topics. Marthe, Marcia, Barbara and Eileen agreed 
to be on the committee. Lesley nominated Isabel Escobar. Jerzy said he would talk to 
Clint Longenecker.  Llew will find someone from COL—perhaps Susan Martyn. 
Stephen Snider would be good from tech transfer. There was some discussion about 
clinical faculty. Bill suggested Jeff Blumer and Marian Churchwell. Elsa suggested 
Murthy Gokula or Gerald Zelenock.   
 
Marthe asked if the new chair of the Board of Trustees would/could come talk to the 
council directly. Marthe asked what is the official complement of the board and who 
constitutes the board.  Bill agreed to bring Mr. Zerbey into the council. Hans said board 
members do not have a clear understanding of graduate faculty and undergraduates 
and also do not have an understanding of links between research and teaching. Bill will 
take Zerby up on the invitation to inform the board about research. 
 
Marcia asked about including someone who is director of a center in the planning 
group.  
 
Topics 

• A faculty hiring plan needs to be an outcome of this effort. Vice President 
Morlock has talked about investing in research. Marthe said most universities 



recognize that research is a money-losing proposition but they recognize the 
value of research to teaching, intellectual activity, prestige, faculty expertise, etc. 

 
• Bill said UT needs to be competitive with programs in the state and region. UT 

should be recognized as third in the state after Columbus and Cincinnati. UT 
needs to increase the visibility of  its programs. 

 
• Value of research—we want to see faculty engaged and want to see them get 

funding. Can we make this a university policy and approach? 
 

• Remove discouraging department policies. We need to have a culture that values 
research and the funding of research. We need to develop a culture of the 
appreciation of research and scholarship. Hans said the workload issue has 
discouraged research.  

 
• Susan Pocotte said core values have gathered dust on the shelf.  Elsa suggested 

submitting concrete steps to Bill that would contribute to improving the cultural 
situation. Marcia noted the need for research faculty to get graduate students. 
There is an issue of accreditation. Susan commented about rankings of 
universities and MOUs with international universities.   

 
• Infrastructure for research and library resources 

 
• Incentives for faculty who have “retired in place”  

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Elsa G.  Nadler 
Director, Grants Development 
 
 
 


