
 

 

April 24, 2013 

  

To the University Community: 

As we celebrate Earth Day this week, I’d like to take this time to inform you that The University of Toledo will begin 

drafting our Climate Action Plan (CAP) this summer. As you may remember, on April 27, 2009, we signed the 
American College and University Presidents’ Climate Commitment, joining hundreds of universities around the 
country in the pursuit of climate neutrality. 

I believe that exerting leadership in addressing climate disruption is an integral part of the mission of higher 

education and will stabilize and reduce our long-term energy costs, attract excellent students and faculty, attract 
new sources of funding, and increase the support of alumni, business, and local communities. By leading these 
efforts in Northwest Ohio, we believe the University will be a role model for other schools, businesses, and 
communities. 

At the University of Toledo, we have already made great strides towards sustainability. A few of our points of pride 

include: 

•Solar fields 

•Geothermal wells 

•Wind turbines 

•Recycling 

With the University’s greenhouse gas inventory updated as of January 2013, it is now time to develop our CAP. The 
plan will be a living document, updated regularly to meet the needs of the times and to reflect technological 
innovations. The plan will include our targeted dates for climate neutrality, actions to meet those dates, and goals to 

further incorporate sustainability and climate change into the curriculum, as well as goals for expanding research in 
these areas. 

To be successful, the process must be a collaborative effort between the different facets of the University 

community, as well as the greater Toledo community. In order to engage the community, we will hold our first public 
meeting on Thursday, April 25 at 6:30 p.m. in Plant Operations--Room 1000. You can find more information on our 
emissions and the CAP process at http://www.utoledo.edu/sustainability/commitment. 

I believe that these steps will strengthen the University community and the greater Toledo community for 

generations to come. Thank you for your continuing support of our mission. 

Sincerely, 

 

Lloyd A. Jacobs, M.D. 

President   
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