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Historical Sketch 
 

The Birmingham neighborhood in East Toledo – bound by Consaul, Wheeling, York, and 
Front streets – became home to many Hungarian immigrants when the National Malleable 
Castings Company relocated 200 of its Hungarian workers from Cleveland to Toledo in 1892. 
By the time of World War I, the neighborhood was the site of several thriving steel companies – 
echoing the success of the manufacturing center of Birmingham, England, from which it derives 
its name. The numbers of Hungarian immigrants grew as well: from around 700 in 1900 to over 
3,000 by 1920.  

 
After World War II, the “Americanization” of Hungarian-born Toledoans led to a 

decreased sense of community and identify in the neighborhood as many moved into suburbs and 
Anglicized their names; local newspapers too began printing fewer and fewer articles in 
Hungarian and more in English. By the early 1970s, the steel and shipping industries that had 
sustained the Birmingham neighborhood had closed, furthering decreasing the neighborhood’s 
identity.  

 
In 1974, however, Birmingham’s sense of ethnic pride was rejuvenated. City planners 

proposed widening Consaul Street and building a new overpass that would split the 
neighborhood in half. Birmingham’s civic leaders rallied residents to protest, and the 
construction plans were dropped. To celebrate this achievement, the neighborhood’s leaders 
founded the Birmingham Neighborhood Coalition and celebrated with the inaugural Birmingham 
Ethnic Festival on August 17, 1974. 

 
The Birmingham Annual Ethnic Festival has been held annually since 1974. According 

to the first program, the mission of the event is “to point to the spirit of the original ethnic settlers 
in Birmingham” by sharing a taste of the ethnic flavor. The event is funded by many local 
business found in the programs and hosted by several churches in the area. Although the original 
ethnic settlers were Hungarian, the two-day event features dance performances from around the 
world, arts and crafts, and ethnic food.  
 
For a detailed history of the Birmingham neighborhood, please see the “Birmingham Days: Life 
and Times of Toledo's Hungarian Neighborhood” essay on Toledo’s Attic (toledosattic.org).  
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Scope and Content Note 
 

 The programs contain many Hungarian recipes, advertisements for local businesses, a 
schedule of events, and essays on community history and events. The collection dates from 1975 
to 2002 and includes the first festival program from 1975.  
 
The inaugural program is noteworthy for its inclusion of a copy of a Proclamation from the City 
of Toledo, signed by Mayor Henry Kessler, declaring August 17, 1975 as “Birmingham Ethnic 
Festival Day.” The first program also features a copy of a letter from William Nicholson, Deputy 
Director of the Scheduling Office, on White House stationery. He expresses President Gerald 
Ford’s regrets at not being able to attend the festival but congratulates the community for the 
event. 
 
 Recurring features across the programs include Proclamations from the City of Toledo, articles 
on the Hungarian Club of Toledo, a Birmingham “Hall of Fame,” and photographs of community 
events. 
 
This collection would be of interest to those studying ethnic culture and identity in the Midwest, 
particularly Hungarian communities. The collection is arranged chronologically.   
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