
Research Council Meeting Minutes 
22 November 2013 
 
Present: 
Lesley Berhan  Barbara Floyd  Marthe Howard 
Joan Kaderavek  Jerzy Kamburowski  Susan Pocotte (for Patsy K) 
Patricia Relue  Ivana de la Serna  Pamela Stover 
Guillermo Vazquez  Eileen Walsh 
 
Excused: 
Zeljko Cuckovic  Ruth Hottell   Richard Johnson 
Marcia McInerney  Mike Dowd   Hans Gottgens 
Llew Gibbons 
 
Jim called the meeting to order at 1:05 and introduced Ivana de la Serna. 
 
Jim asked for additions or corrections to the October minutes. There were no corrections 
and the minutes were accepted as written. 
 
Jim said that since Keith is not here yet, so we would review center and institute annual 
reports. 
 
Annual Reports from Centers and Institutes 
CEDeR: Marthe said CEDeR has not sent in an annual report.  
 
The Hypertension Center: Marthe said the summary covers the past year as requested. 
She noted some major problems: One member of the original board of directors left UT 
and Bina Joe disbanded the board “pending a decision on who will be the new 
department chair. Another problem is that centers get no financial support from grants 
of individuals who might be listed as members of the center, and departments do not 
provide funds to centers out of F&A returns of faculty listed as center members. This is 
an issue across all centers. Marthe said she would like to see a real mission statement for 
centers other than just to bolster activities of members. Jim said there is no benefit for 
center/institute director to go through RC if no F&A is returned to the center. More 
vetting will be required if some F&A goes back to centers. Marthe said the report 
satisfies requirements but calls up problems endemic with centers at UT. 
 
Jim said letters to center directors will reflect comments. 
 



CD3: Jim said that Paul Erhardt quotes a half dozen or so members of center, two of 
whom are members of his lab. A few others are in his department. Erhardt states there 
is no board of directors and that direction comes from senior members of the center.  
Current funding comes from three active, collaborative grants. Three other grants 
ceased in 2013. The annual report discussed several collaborative projects and master’s 
or doctoral projects. It was suggested than an advisory board might be able to guide 
him.  
 
Marthe asked if there were any way to force centers to have a board of directors. 
 
Transportation Center: Patricia Relue reported that the center had done some work on the 
bridge and other collaborative projects. Funding comes from a small base budget.  The 
report is complete as to requirements of the template. 
 
GISAG.

 

 Jerzy said the center is very successful. It reported several refereed publications 
and international presentations. It is self supporting with no funds from UT. There is no 
advisory board—the director sees no need. There is no organizational structure, and the 
only person paid by the center is the lab director. Grants go to individual faculty, not 
the center.  Two professors are involved and cooperate with faculty in other 
departments. This report satisfied requirements of the policy and annual report 
guidelines. 

Center for Successful Aging.

 

 Guillermo said the report meets all requested requirements. 
Only two people are in the center. Despite the modest composition of the center, they 
have done a lot of community activities, publications and an impressive number of 
presentations. The center has an advisory board of 14 members and sent minutes of the 
last meeting. Funding comes from an endowment. Jim asked if Barbara Kopp-Miller 
will continue her responsibilities with the center given her new position. The report is 
complete; there are no major concerns. 

E-CORE.

 

 Guillermo said this is a complex center involving multiple departments. It has 
no advisory board. All requirements are met and in the appropriate format. The center 
does not receive any support from the university. All funding comes from individual 
grants and some private funding.  

Nexus presentations 
Jim noted that we tried to bring together disparate groups to initiate discussions. Based 
on council recommendations, we used a unique presentation method called pecha 
kucha. The problem was an inability to get an audience.  Council made several 
suggestions: a different time of day, better PR, more widespread announcements, 



looking at unfunded interdisciplinary proposals, put notices on myUT page, create 
video programs and put on Web using UTube.  Elsa will forward a list of previous 
topics and speakers (attached). 
 
New Items 
Jim said that although Jim Messer has not signed on the dotted line, it appears he will 
be the next Vice President for Research. This will be Jim’s last council meeting. He says 
he has learned a lot and values his experiences. He says this group has given him 
reason to be optimistic about research at UT. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 2. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Elsa G. Nadler 
Director, Grants Development 
 



Nexus presentations 

Some names appear twice because the person had a conflict when originally scheduled. Also, 
some failed to show up even when they said they would!! 
 

Charlene Gilbert 
Film  

Holly Hey 
Ruth Hottell 
Ed Lingan 
Madeline Muntersbjorn 
 

Charlene Gilbert 
Art and Medicine 

Blair Grubb 
Lori Pakulski 
John Turner  
 

Lynne hamer 
Neighborhoods 

Willie McKether 
Todd Michney 
Carmen Phelps 
Oleg Smirnov 
 

Jared Anderson 
Sensors 

Brent Cameron 
Ken Hensley 
Jon Kirchhoff 
Youngwoo Seo 
 

Ovamir Anjum 
Faith and Religion 

Peter Feldmeier 
Lee Strang 
 

Ben Davis 
Social Commentary 

Tina Fitzgerald 
Cornel Gabara 
Barbara Miner 
Arturo Rodriguez 


