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Events Overview:
In the 2019-2020 academic year, the
executive board members of the
Alpha Omega Chapter of Chi Sigma
Iota (CSI) (Lindsay Heckman, Laura
Mallow, Ellise Raghavan, Jennifer Rio,
Hannah Tippett, Dr. Tanesha Walker,
and Taylor Nelson) worked to double
our involvement in the community
and on campus.
Our Fall 2019 semester began with
events such as our Fall Kick-Off, the
Out of the Darkness Walk for Suicide
Prevention, Wood County Project
Connect, and a holiday toy drive that
benefited Lucas County Children
Services.
In our Spring 2020 semester, we
started off strong with our NCE
Preparatory Event and had three
additional events planned that we;
unfortunately, were unable to engage
in due to the current circumstances.
These events include engaging with
the University of Toledo Counseling
Center to make paper cranes for
suicide awareness, (our first annual
Speed Mentoring Event, and the
Evening of Achievement.
Alpha Omega looks forward to our
annual Evening of Achievement
celebration at the conclusion of each
academic year. This gives our
organization the chance to honor our
inductees, graduates, award winners,
and our outgoing and incoming
executive board members.
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, we
are no longer able to host an inperson Evening of Achievement.
However, we encourage you to be on
the lookout Friday, May 8th, 2020, for
a newfound way of celebrating all the
hard work and efforts you put forth
this year. In lieu of our on-campus
event, we will be sharing a
commemoratory video on our Alpha
Omega CSI Facebook page and via
email.

Information on Joining:
Chi Sigma Iota (CSI) is an international honor
society that values professional and academic
excellence in counseling. Alpha Omega is the
University of Toledo chapter of CSI and we welcome
you to consider being a member. When joining CSI,
you can expect to have opportunities for
involvement within our local communities and on
campus. Each semester, the Alpha Omega chapter
hosts several events that we invite all our members
to participate in. To be eligible for membership, you
must have completed at least one full-time
semester of your graduate coursework in counselor
education and have earned a 3.5 GPA or better.
For more information on becoming a member,
please reach out to our current Membership Chair,
Laura Mallow at:
mailto:Laura.Mallow@rockets.utoledo.edu, or visit
the CSI website at https://www.csinet.org/page/Membership_Benefits

Incoming Executive Board:
The 2019-2020 Alpha Omega CSI Executive Board
welcomes and celebrates the incoming 2020-2021
Executive Board:
•

President, Ellise Raghavan

•

Vice President, Alexandria Hepburn

•

Secretary, Jessica Del Re

•

Treasurer, Megan Jablonowski

If this year has taught us anything, it is that our
journeys are unpredictable. Despite however
uncertain the future is, Alpha Omega CSI has faith in
the 2020-2021 Executive Board to lead with
unwavering strength and passion. Congratulations!
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Alumni Spotlight
Doctoral Program in Counselor Education
& Supervision
Hello UToledo Counseling Students! It has been
an exciting year for our doctoral program, and
we continue to evolve and focus our efforts on
maintaining a high standard of performance
within and outside our program! Many of our
current students have successfully defended
their dissertations and are moving on to new
positions as faculty members. Some have
completed their written and oral
comprehensive examinations and transitioned
into candidacy. All of you have handled the
pressures and milestones of doctoral study in
an unprecedented time.
As you can see in this newsletter, we also have
many doctoral students who have been
successful winning grants, publishing peerreviewed articles, and presenting locally,
regionally, and nationally. Your hard work has
established and continues to raise the
reputation of our program.
You will notice that this coming academic year
(20-21) that we will have a handful of new
doctoral students joining and a change in
curriculum. This coming year, for the first
time, we will offer Advanced Multicultural
Issues in Counselor Education as a core course
in our doctoral program. This course will
better meet CACREP 2016 standards and
reflects our program’s focus on
multiculturalism, diversity, inclusion, and
equity.
As always, please contact me
(madeline.clark@utoledo.edu) if you have
questions or interest in our doctoral program!
-Dr. Clark

Current employment:
Assistant Professor and Licensed Professional Counselor at
Malone University
The most rewarding/best/or most memorable experience
of being in UT's counselor education program:
I think the most rewarding experience was working with the
other doctoral students in my cohort and the two cohorts that
came in behind me. They are still some of my greatest friends
and we still talk and collaborate frequently. While I hear that
many doctoral programs are fairly competitive and cutthroat,
our group was collaborative. I felt really supported by my
friends/colleagues, and I am unsure if I would have had a
similar experience elsewhere. It is a ton of fun getting to
connect with all of them at conferences and meet incoming
master's/doctoral cohorts. I think graduating from UT makes
you a part of something bigger than yourself and I believe I
will always have connections stemming from the university
because that is the kind of culture that is cultivated there.
Advice or thoughts for students:
A ton of advice, but I'll try to keep it minimal. Say "yes" a lot
and don't be scared (or be scared and do it anyway) of
stepping into something that you don't know anything about . I
had a variety of experiences throughout my time in the
program because I said yes even though I was terrified, or I
didn't feel competent. This is the only way you learn. This
mentality has also followed me into my career and has
provided me so many opportunities to get involved and serve
the profession that, quite honestly, I wasn't sure I was
capable of at first. If someone says they believe you can do
something, believe them and try it! Don't be scared to ask for
help. I believe we are all trying to figure out how to steward
our gifts in a meaningful way and we don't figure that out
alone. We need people alongside us helping us out. Then,
once you figure it out for yourself, GIVE BACK to those
coming after you. This was modeled to me by Dr. Robin
DuFresne and Dr. Jared Rose who were a few cohorts ahead
of me. I learned from them the value of pouring into others.
Once I figured out how I wanted to do that, then I returned the
favor by giving back to those coming after me. I think this is
why UT is such a strong program. We have a history of
standing on each other's shoulders.
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Counselor Education Program Updates
This academic year our faculty and students navigated
unprecedented challenges. All of us collectively were (and are)
confronted with our current epidemiological crisis which led to online
learning, clinical site suspensions, and the transition to fully remote
working arrangements for faculty and graduate assistants. While this is
something we could not have expected or prepared for, I am heartened
by our student, faculty, and program resilience.
In lieu of site placements, many of our students enthusiastically and
professionally jumped into telehealth sessions, learning a new skill and
practicing counseling in a new way. While, in many cases, online learning
was new to many, we made choices to stay in engaged and persist in
challenging personal and professional times, which reflects our student
and faculty engagement program wide.
The program continues on a positive trajectory that I am pleased
to share with you. This year our program made a few changes, notably
transitioning our School Counseling program from 48 to 60 credits, in
comportment with CACREP (2016) standards. Along with this change,
faculty completed our CACREP self-study, putting our program on-track
for a site visit later in 2020 along with re-accreditation. We welcomed
two new faculty, Drs. Tahani Dari and Susan Long. While much of this
Spring semester was uncertain, 18 master’s and doctoral students will
graduate and begin new and exciting phases of their professional
development. Faculty and students alike published many articles and
completed multiple presentations. Students and faculty were honored
with prestigious awards including the North Central Association of
Counselor Education and Supervision (NCACES) Graduate Student of the
Year Award (Lena Salpietro), The National Board for Certified Counselors
(NBCC) Minority Fellowship (Clark Ausloos), and the NCACES Diversity
Award (Dr. Hansori Jang). Beyond these awards, Dr. John Laux was
named an American Counseling Association (ACA) Fellow, which is the
highest honor awarded by ACA, recognizing a meaningful and lasting
impact on professional counseling.
We are excited about the upcoming academic year and our
incoming and continuing students; we recently concluded one of the
most competitive admissions cycles in recent memory with more
applicants than we have had since at least 2016! Despite on-going
challenges, we are committed to the growth and success of our students
and our program. Thank you for your continued investment in counselor
education at UToledo and the impact you’re making here and in your
communities. Please reach out with questions or feedback you may have
(madeline.clark@utoledo.edu).

5

MASTER’S
GRADUATES

Shannon Bolander
Zachary Kroggel
Jennell Brown
Julie Larimore
Kasey Guc
Brittani Mancini
Sarah Koralewski
Claire McKenna
Maya Mineoi
Ellise Raghavan
Bryce Roberts
Sierra Rosswurm
Charles Artino
Ellen Ashner
Madison Buck
Ashley Chatman
Heather Delaney
Lauren Ehman
Anna Hamann
Jillian Harrington
Amy Koester
Sharon Lapitsky
Michelle McConkey
Cameron Pavain
Sherisa Johnson

DOCTORAL GRADUATES

Clark D. Ausloos,
Ph.D.
Lena M. Salpietro,
Ph.D.
Amy Wertenberger,
Ph.D.

Program Honors Dr. John Laux
2020 American Counseling Association Fellow
Dr. Laux is one of 13 counselors in the United
states to receive the highest honor awarded
by the American Counseling Association.
This professional distinction recognizes ACA
members who have advanced the counseling
profession throughout their career.
Dr. Laux is a leader in the counseling field
and has contributed to the development of
both current and future leaders in the
profession. Dr. Laux has taken an active role
in the ACA by serving in leadership positions
throughout his career. Dr. Laux is the
Assistant Editor for the Journal of Addictions
and Offender Counseling and serves on the
editorial review board for the Journal of
Counseling and Development. He is a pastpresident of the North Central Association for
Counselor Education and Supervision. He
authored or co-authored 60 peer-reviewed
publications.

John Laux, PhD, PCC-S, LICDC,
Associate Dean, Student Affairs, College of Health and
Human Services Professor,
Counselor Education, School of Intervention and
Wellness Interim Chair, School of Social Justice

Congratulations Dr. Laux!

Special Recognition

Emma Beale, Master’s Student, Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Congratulations to Emma for receiving the
National Board of Certified Counselors (NBCC)
Minority Fellowship award! This award is given
to students who are committed to serving
minority populations and traditionally
marginalized persons in their counseling
careers.
Way to go Emma!
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SELECTED GRANTS AND AWARDS
Clark Ausloos: Professional Integrity and
Leadership Award (OASERVIC), 2020; National
Board for Certified Counselors’ Minority
Fellowship, 2019; CSI Alpha Omega Chapter
Outstanding Doctoral Student Award, 2019
Dr. Madeline Clark: NCACES Research Grant
Dr. Hansori Jang: NCACES Outstanding
Diversity Award, North Central Association for
Counselor Education and Supervision (2019).
Rachel Jacoby: Martin H. Ritchie Endowed
Scholarship in Counselor Education (2019), The
University of Toledo.; Outstanding
Practitioner (2019), Chi Sigma Iota, Alpha
Omega Chapter.
Alexandria Hepburn: Outstanding Entry Level
Student Award Chi Sigma Iota, 2020

2020-2021 Conference Dates:
2020 American School Counselor
Association Annual Conference- June 27-30,
Seattle, WA
2020 All-Ohio Counselor’s ConferenceOctober 28-30, Columbus, OH
Proposal submission deadline- May 1
2020 Association for Assessment and
Research in Counseling ConferenceSeptember 10-12, Cincinnati, OH
Proposal submission deadline- June 1

Taylor Nelson: Alpha Omega Chapter of Chi
Sigma Iota - Outstanding Service to the Chapter
Award, 2020; Legislative Advocacy Day
Scholarship, Ohio Association for Counselor
Education & Supervision (OACES), November
2019

2020 North Central Association for
Counselor Education and Supervision
Conference-CANCELLED

Hannah Tippett: CSI Alpha Omega Chapter
Outstanding Research Award, 2020

Proposal submission deadline- June 3,
2020

Taylor Nelson, Laura Mallow, Kimberly Molnar,
Hannah Tippett, American Counseling
Association Graduate Student Ethics
Competition, Doctoral Level, Second Place
Winner, 2020

2021 American School Counselor
Association Annual ConferenceJuly 11-14, Las Vegas, NV

Lindsay Heckman, Rachel Jacoby, Jennifer Rio,
Hannah Tippett: ACA Graduate Student Ethics
Awards for Doctoral Degree Students, Third
Place Team (2019). American Counseling
Association.
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2021 ACA ConferenceMarch 18-21 Orlando, FL

2021 ACES Conference- October 5-11,
Atlanta, GA

Updates from the School Counseling Program
Please be advised that the University of Toledo’s Counselor Education program in School
Counseling has implemented the following changes to the program:
In compliance with the 2016 CACREP standards for accreditation, UT’s School
Counseling Program has switched from a 48 credit-hour program to a 60 credit-hour
program, providing graduating students with the highest standards for preparation in the
field of school counseling
❖

Students entering the school counseling program will be required to take additional
courses including COUN 5180: Counseling Skills and COUN 6240: Diagnosis in Mental
Health
❖

Clinical Coordination Update
Counseling students enrolled in practicum and internship this summer will provide live,
interactive mental healthcare and wellness support to clients using telehealth through at
least June 22. Telehealth services are delivered by phone, video conferencing platforms, or
a combination of both. Shifting to telehealth during the current heath crisis is a suitable
alternative for students to accrue hours in their clinical experiences and to provide those
mental health and wellness services to clients that are so important during this time.
Students expecting to take practicum this coming fall, please complete your practicum
paperwork before the end of summer term!

Check Out Our Editors!

Alexis Anteau, B.A., QBHS,
Graduate Assistant
Master’s Student – Clinical Mental
Health Counseling

Kimberly Molnar, MA, LPSC
Doctoral Student in Counselor
Education and Supervision
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