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Biographical/Historical Sketch 
 

 Lawrence Jay Dessner was born in New York City on March 29th, 1934. He attended 
Yale to earn his bachelor’s degree in 1955. From there, he went on to New York City 
University to earn his Master’s in 1967 and his Ph.D. in 1969.  
 Before coming to the University of Toledo, Dr. Dessner worked as a Radio-TV 
producer in both New York City and Toronto, Canada from 1955 to 1965. He came to the 
University in 1969 as an assistant professor of English. In 1974, he was promoted to 
associate professor. While at UT, Dessner wrote several works of poetry and a guide called 
“How to Write a Poem” which earned him a guest lecturer spot at many conferences around 
the university and around the country.  
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Scope and Content Note 
 

 Collection documents a conference on Modern Literature organized by Dessner and 
the Department of English in 1971. Included is information on the conference, 
correspondence, and various other pieces of information.  
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