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Biographical/Historical Sketch 
 

 Robert N. Whiteford was a professor of English at the University of Toledo from 
1910 to 1938. During his 36 years at the University, he wrote several articles and papers on 
various subjects in literature. Also, he published books on poetry and literary figures. After 
retiring in 1938 at the age of 67, he enrolled in a university program enabling emerita 
professors to research and write papers on a regular basis for the University in return for 
supplemental income. He wrote essays from 1945-1951, although he took it easy as he had 
an illness he believed was brought on from overworking himself. In his memory, the 
University of Toledo Graduate College established the Robert N. Whiteford Memorial 
Scholarship for assistance in research.  
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Scope and Content Note 
 

 The collection consists of unpublished essays written by Robert N. Whiteford, 
professor of English at the University of Toledo from 1910 to 1938. The essays date from 
1945 to 1951 and were written as a part of a university program allowing retired professors 
with emerita status to continue research and receive income.  
 Most of the essays are written on English authors such as Sir Francis Bacon, Sir 
Walter Scott, Thomas Hope, Susan Ferrier, Maria Edgeworth, and many others. Other 
topics include English Oriental novels, modern English drama, and the Book of Job.  
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1 1 Bern, Aphra 
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1 3 Bunyan, John 
1 4 Defoe, Daniel 
1 5 Edgeworth, Maria  
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1 7 Fielding, Henry 
1 8 Gaskell, Elizabeth  
1 9 Graves, Richard 
1 10 Hope, Thomas 
1 11 Lamb, Lady Caroline 
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1 17 Scott, Michael 
1 18 Scott, Sir Walter 
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