
Dear Rocket community,

As we approach the third year of the COVID-19 pandemic, there are hopeful
signs we have turned a corner in our fight against this coronavirus.

The number of new cases caused by the highly infectious omicron variant has
fallen steeply in recent weeks, both nationally and locally including within our
campus community. Hospitalizations are down sharply as well. Safe and
effective treatments are increasingly available and much of the U.S. population
has some immunity through either vaccination or prior infection.

Against this backdrop, the U.S. Center for Disease Control and Prevention has
changed how it assesses community risk and significantly reduced its
recommendations for widespread mask wearing.

Aligned with this change in CDC guidance, we are scaling back our requirement
that masks be worn at all times inside on our campuses.

Effective immediately, masks will only be required in classrooms and
laboratories. Individuals will no longer be required to wear masks in offices,
recreational facilities, meeting rooms and other common areas. These changes
apply to everyone, regardless of their vaccination status.

We recognize some of our students and colleagues may choose to continue
wearing a mask. I want to reassure those individuals that their choices will be
accepted and respected.

It is important to note the CDC’s new mask guidelines do not apply to
healthcare facilities. Disposable, hospital-grade masks continue to be required
for all employees and visitors throughout The University of Toledo Medical
Center. Masks also are required in all University clinics and pharmacies.

The University will continue its weekly COVID-19 surveillance testing of our
campus community, regardless of an individual’s vaccination status, to monitor
the prevalence of the virus on our campuses. Faculty, staff and students selected
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for testing each week will be notified via their University email.

Thank you for your efforts to keep our campus safe. I remain proud that we have
consistently seen fewer cases of COVID-19 on our campus compared to the
community at large.

As we have for the duration of this pandemic, we will continue to monitor and
respond to changes in guidance from public health officials and state leaders and
will provide timely communication on any changes.

Sincerely,

Gregory Postel, M.D.
President
 
  

 
 


