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Hello, Rockets,

I am looking forward to welcoming you back on campus soon for the 2021-22
academic year!

Maintaining a safe campus during the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic remains a
top priority. As we have throughout the past 18 months, UToledo continues to
follow the guidance of the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and
Ohio Department of Health to keep our campus safe.

The CDC recently revised its guidance on masking for all individuals indoors,
regardless if they are vaccinated, in communities with high transmission rates
because of the highly contagious delta variant. We have been closely
monitoring the transmission rate in our region and have reached that level of
concern. Masks are now required for everyone on our campuses,
effective immediately. Individuals are not required to wear masks while
alone in their office or while eating. Masks are not required outdoors.

We will continue to monitor and respond to changes in guidance from public
health officials and state leaders. I commit to providing you timely
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communication on any changes.

The best way to protect ourselves and each other is to get vaccinated.
Vaccines remain highly effective at preventing serious illness from COVID,
including the highly contagious delta variant. The revised mask guidance is to
prevent vaccinated individuals from spreading the virus to others.

If you have not yet received your COVID vaccine, I encourage you do so as
soon as possible. No appointment is needed to get the shot at the UTMC
Outpatient Pharmacy, University Health clinic or Main Campus Pharmacy.

UToledo also will significantly expand our COVID-19 surveillance testing of
students, faculty and staff. All students who live or attend class on campus will
be required to participate unless they voluntarily provide proof of
vaccination. Employees can automatically opt out of the weekly selection
process if they voluntarily provide proof of vaccination.

Students and employees can upload proof of vaccination against COVID-19
through the University’s vaccine registry portal.

Together we have been able to keep COVID-19 cases to a minimum on our
campuses. And with each of us doing our part, I am confident we can continue
to do so as we return to more in-person classes and events this school year.

Provost Bjorkman and I will be hosting a virtual town hall for all faculty and
staff on Tuesday, Aug. 17, at 11 a.m. to answers your questions and address
any concerns. The Office of the Provost also will host a virtual town hall about
plans for fall semester on Friday, Aug. 20 at noon. I look forward to working
together to keep our campus community safe.

Sincerely,

Gregory Postel, M.D.
President
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